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Dear Friends
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“| write this from Dresden, from our hotel apartment in
the Muenzgasse, just metres from the majestic
Frauenkirche in one direction and the River Elbe in the
other. What an amazing day!

‘I was up at 5.15am (and so were my hosts, Birgit and
Helmut!) to meet Christoph [Revd Knack] and catch the
6.05 train from Frankenthal to Mannheim. Thence to
Frankfurt and on to Dresden, arriving around midday. A
short walk from the station to the hotel, where |
unpacked and then went in search of a grocery shop —
not an easy proposition! Eventually | found an Aldi in
the basement of the Altmarkt Galerie [Old Market
Square] and bought breakfast supplies for the next few
days. Then back to the hotel for a short rest before the
evening events.

‘Christoph met me at 5pm and we walked in the
streaming crowd across the Augustus Bridge to the
opening service at the Elbebuehne, an open-air stage
erected on the north bank of the river, looking back to
the famous Dresden skyline. Prayer, singing, drama
and preaching on the theme of the 2011 Kirchentag:
‘Where your treasure is, there will your heart be
also’ [Matt 6.21]. As we made the shape of hearts with
our hands and held them up to the heavens, the sun
streamed through the retreating clouds for the first time
in two days and the crowd shouted in celebration!

‘After the worship, | walked along the north bank to the
International Centre where we were given an
introduction to the week’s programme before breaking
into nationality groups, and | met up with URC
colleagues. Then | took the tram to Albertplatz and
wandered around the hundreds of stalls set up for the
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‘Evening of Encounters’ — everything from regional
gastronomic specialities and mission projects to rock
gospel and classical music performances!

“‘Back to the river at 10.15pm for an amazing sound-
and-light show with 150,000 lighted candles on both
banks of the river and a further 20,000 candles floating
gently downstream. Dresden’s skyline was illuminated
in a purple glow as the Concentus Vocalis choir from St
Luke’s Church intoned “there will your heart be also”, a
special composition for the Kirchentag.

‘A late visit to the Frauenkirche [Church of Our Lady],
totally destroyed in February 1945 in a British bombing
raid and rebuilt 1994-2005 in an exact replica of its
original baroque style.

“Met Elspeth, my Anglican roommate. A tiring day.*
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Caroline

; Dates for Your Diary
4 BURC Open Gardens

14 Aug

. from 2.30 pm
H Dorset Historic Churches Trust 10 Sept
sponsored bike ride/walk

 Lytchett Minster URC Harvest 10.30am
| Festival Service followed by Bring & Share lunch
H BURC Family Pop-In 17 Sept

: 10.30 am
24 Sept
6.00 pm
25 Sept
10.30am

l Harvest Supper: Tools for Self
M Reliance

Harvest Festival Service
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Our Minister Revd Caroline Vodden, Brenda
Frith, Margaret Roberts Revd Betty
Williams.

Congratulations ...
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The Church heaters
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The Hall heaters
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The notice-boards
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Martin Sales
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Earle Roberts




Ann Frank + You exhibition
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and the Dorset Bike Ride & Junior Church Oasis BBQ
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Why are they looking so worried? g, ' you enjoy being part of a99
That's why! gChristian musical this December? g
ATy J v # 3 &
o i 7 v 3
| &3 15 4 1 &
Ju8 5H &
i )
ooooooooooo ] )
e : )
a3, 7}
7 " “ 15 o> 99
3 7/ % )
) )
-+ 16 < # dd
& D <# 5 C />K333/571> Iy
) - )
RIIINIINNIINIIIINIIINTI
$
9
6 = I
"4
.5 ' |
o |

Pathway
Weekly Activities Points of Contact
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