
Dear Friends 

I t seems such a long time since I attended the 
33rd German Protestant ‘Kirchentag’ in Dresden 

at the beginning of June.  I had not known what to 
expect, and it turned out to be beyond anything I 
had ever experienced.  The following is an extract 
from my journal (usually unseen by anyone but 
myself!): 
“I write this from Dresden, from our hotel apartment in 
the Muenzgasse, just metres from the majestic 
Frauenkirche in one direction and the River Elbe in the 
other.  What an amazing day! 

“I was up at 5.15am (and so were my hosts, Birgit and 
Helmut!) to meet Christoph [Revd Knack] and catch the 
6.05 train from Frankenthal to Mannheim.  Thence to 
Frankfurt and on to Dresden, arriving around midday.  A 
short walk from the station to the hotel, where I 
unpacked and then went in search of a grocery shop – 
not an easy proposition!  Eventually I found an Aldi in 
the basement of the Altmarkt Galerie [Old Market 
Square] and bought breakfast supplies for the next few 
days.  Then back to the hotel for a short rest before the 
evening events. 

“Christoph met me at 5pm and we walked in the 
streaming crowd across the Augustus Bridge to the 
opening service at the Elbebuehne, an open-air stage 
erected on the north bank of the river, looking back to 
the famous Dresden skyline.  Prayer, singing, drama 
and preaching on the theme of the 2011 Kirchentag: 
‘Where your treasure is, there will your heart be 
also’ [Matt 6.21].  As we made the shape of hearts with 
our hands and held them up to the heavens, the sun 
streamed through the retreating clouds for the first time 
in two days and the crowd shouted in celebration! 

“After the worship, I walked along the north bank to the 
International Centre where we were given an 
introduction to the week’s programme before breaking 
into nationality groups, and I met up with URC 
colleagues.  Then I took the tram to Albertplatz and 
wandered around the hundreds of stalls set up for the 

‘Evening of Encounters’ – everything from regional 
gastronomic specialities and mission projects to rock 
gospel and classical music performances!    

“Back to the river at 10.15pm for an amazing sound-
and-light show with 150,000 lighted candles on both 
banks of the river and a further 20,000 candles floating 
gently downstream.  Dresden’s skyline was illuminated 
in a purple glow as the Concentus Vocalis choir from St 
Luke’s Church intoned “there will your heart be also”, a 
special composition for the Kirchentag. 

“A late visit to the Frauenkirche [Church of Our Lady], 
totally destroyed in February 1945 in a British bombing 
raid and rebuilt 1994-2005 in an exact replica of its 
original baroque style. 

“Met Elspeth, my Anglican roommate.  A tiring day.” 

T hat was just the beginning of an incredible 
week in company with Christians from all over 

Germany and interdenominational visitors from 
around the world.  What an amazing opportunity 
for witness!  Dresden’s normal population of 
500,000 was swelled by 120,000+ Christian 
visitors every day for five days, filling the cafes, 
churches and public buildings and packing the 
streets and public transport network.   I came 
away with plenty of impressions.  I wonder what 
impressions we Christians left on the good citizens 
of Dresden? 
It’s good to be back with you all.   
God bless you at home or away this summer. 

CarolineCarolineCarolineCaroline    
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Dates for Your Diary 
BURC Open Gardens   14 Aug 

      from 2.30 pm  

Dorset Historic Churches Trust  10 Sept 

sponsored bike ride/walk    

Lytchett Minster URC Harvest   10.30am 

Festival Service followed by Bring & Share lunch  

BURC Family Pop-In   17 Sept  

      10.30 am  

Harvest Supper: Tools for Self  24 Sept 

Reliance     6.00 pm 

Harvest Festival Service   25 Sept 

      10.30am 



 
 
 
Those who have been in hospital or about to go 
into hospital, or are presently unwell whom we 
remember in our prayers include (in alphabetical 
order):  
Our Minister Revd Caroline Vodden, Brenda 
Frith, Margaret Roberts and Revd Betty 
Williams. 
 

Congratulations … 
to Alison Southwood and James Meachin on their 
marriage on Saturday 24th July. Best wishes to 
them both. 

FAMILY NEWS Musical Ploughman’s Lunch 
Thank you to all who attended the Musical 
Ploughman’s Lunch on April 17th in aid of this 
year’s Junior Church Charity “Water Aid – 
Buy A Toilet”. There was a marvellous turnout 
with around 70 people attending. The amount 
raised was £317 which with the addition of 
Gift Aid gave a marvellous total of £372 (or 
more than 9 toilets). 
Thanks go to Janet Meachin and all of her 
helpers in the kitchen and of course the 
talented musicians of the Junior Church (see 
photo below) organised by Gill McDonald.  
David Holland 

Wessex FURY Exec report 
At the March synod meeting this year, we had the 
results of the postal vote for the youth exec, a new 
voting system which we integrated for new 
members to be elected on. We had 3 new 
candidates to be elected on and me for re-electing. 
After a great response from Wessex FURY, Emily 
Meachin, myself, Sandy Nunn from Farnham, and 
Alistair Stichbury from Park URC were all 
successful. The whole of the Youth exec stood in 
front of synod to introduce ourselves and to shake 
hands with Rev Clare Downing while our CYDO’s 
Phil Ray and Ruth White talked to synod regarding 
Wessex FURY. Earlier in the synod meeting I 
presented the youth exec report regarding the 
things we do, organizing / leading events, 
previous / future events, national / local FURY, 
answering questions with Andrew Weston’s help 
etc. It was the first time for me to stand in front of 
more than 150 people. It was an amazing 
experience! 
On the 21st and 22nd May, Emily and I were away 
with youth exec, we stayed in “The Abbey” in 
Oxford. A religious retreat which was built in the 
13th Century. We actually stayed in the guest 
house which was a modern building which was 
self-catered. 
Firstly, Phil led us with an open prayer time to start 
the weekend off. For business, we went straight to 
the important stuff which was the changes of job 
roles. Georgina Fensom became our new 
convenor, Sandy became our treasurer and myself 
the National Rep. My role is to represent Wessex 
FURY at National FURY. After having several 
hours of business, Jo Williams (URC Children’s 
Work Development Officer) came and joined us for 
the afternoon. She did a talk about her job role 
within and outside the URC, things she did in 
spare time and a short testimony of her faith. 
Afterwards, Jo led worship regarding happiness as 
the theme. During this, we wrote down things we 
did in the last 24 hours which made us happy eg. 
Coming home from Uni, going to the gym, going to 

a cake break, having a dinner party, catching up 
with friends, etc. Happiness is such a great feeling 
to have in life and is an awesome blessing and a 
great gift from God. Afterwards we continue on 
with business until late evening. We relaxed by 
watching one of Ricky Gervais’s films “The 
invention of Lying”. It was great! 
Sunday morning, I led worship which was based 
on the famous painting of “The light of the World” 
by William Holman-Hunt. In pairs, I had given out 
ripped up pieces of paper of the painting for them 
to do as a jigsaw. As they finished the jigsaw, we 
had a discussion time regarding the painting and 
relating the picture to our own lives etc.  I did a 
short talk on John 14 v6 “Jesus answered, “I am 
the way and the truth and the life. No one comes to 
the Father except through me.” As we trust in 
Christ and walk in His light, we will come to the 
Father and enjoy the abundant life with Him for all 
of eternity. Afterwards we contemplated to a song 
called Sunrise by a Christian rapper “Liquid”.    
After worship, we continue to work until lunch time. 
The Wessex camp planning team joined us for the 
rest of the day to finalize this year’s summer camp.  
Overall the weekend was a great success and 
thank you for all your thoughts and prayers. God 
Bless.  
Here is our website of the Wessex Youth Exec 
www.urcwessex.org.uk/fury  Enjoy!! 
Sarah Holland 



Money Matters 

When presenting last year’s budget I expressed 
concern about how our income was being affected 
by the drop in our membership numbers.  The 
Church meeting responded by agreeing to support 
a fund raising committee.  Now we are halfway 
through 2011, I thought I should update you on our 
current position. 
I would like to thank those members who have felt 
able to increase their weekly giving and the 2011 
average is currently similar to last year’s figure.  
The fund raising committee have raised £613.53 
to the end of June and in addition has raised the 
Church profile in the local community through our 
quiz night and the table top sale at Springdale 
school.  The committee have several more 
activities planned and I would encourage you to 
support these events - and to bring along new 
people!  The fund raising committee’s work is 
designed to add to the social life of the church as 
well as to provide much needed funds.  Guild of 
Gratitude which is now also used for Church fund 
raising has reached £98 so far this year. 
We also need to be creative with maintaining our 
building and facilities and this has been reflected 
in three projects: 

The Church heaters 
The heaters in the church needed replacing and 
the cost came out at £8843.  By combining the 
heaters with the development of the corner and an 
update of the sound system we were able to 
attract grants of £9300, which we would not have 
been given solely for replacing the heaters.  

 
 
With generous donations from members of over 
£4500 we now have the heaters replaced and the 
corner as a special part of the church.  We 
currently have over £3000 to spend towards the 
audio/projector system with many interesting ideas 
to consider. 

The Hall heaters 
The hall is a vital part of our church which is widely 
used by the local community and is also a good 
source of revenue.  Because of its use by the local 
community we have been able to receive a very 
generous 90% grant from SITA towards the sum 
which means we will have a new system at a cost 
to the church of just over £800, and the heaters 
will be in place this summer. 

The notice-boards 
The initial impression of the church makes a big 
difference, and along with our website (which is 
both informative and constantly updated), we need 
to have a welcoming entrance to the church.  We 
have received generous donations for this purpose 
which will cover the costs and another working 
party is implementing this project. 
Overall I believe our church is in good order and 
must remain so both as a form of witness and as a 
place for the church family to meet.  We will need 
to continue to be prudent in our use of resources 
and to support the work of our fund-raising 
committee so that we can focus on our mission in 
Broadstone. 
Martin Sales 

Is A Puzzlement? 
 
1. What sort of things did God the Father, 
Jesus and/or the Holy Sprit do and/or say of 
which we have no record, especially before 
the Creation? 
2. Whatever happened to the Magi when they 
arrived back in their homeland? 
3. What did Jesus do and what conversations 
did He have with his Father during his 40 days 
in the desert, prior to his temptation by Satan? 
4. What did Jesus say to the people around 
him - the apostles, disciples and the various 
crowds - that isn't recorded? 
5. What was in the dream of Pontius Pilate's 
wife which so disturbed her that she sent a 
message to her husband that he should not 
"have anything to do with that innocent man 
for I have suffered a great deal today in a 
dream because of him"? 

 

 
6. What things concerning himself did Jesus 
explain to Cleopas and his friend "beginning 
with Moses and all the prophets" when he met 
them on the road to Emmaus? 
7. What "inexpressible things" did Paul hear, 
"things that man is not permitted to tell" when 
he was "caught in Paradise" and was then 
given his "thorn in the flesh" to remind him 
constantly not to tell "these surprisingly great 
revelations", presumably about the future? 
8. There seems to be irrefutable proof that the 
Apostle Thomas went to Kerala on the west 
coast of India about 20 years after the 
Crucifixion and established some churches in 
that region. Did he go with the blessing and 
approval of the other apostles? 
 
Earle Roberts 



Bedtime prayer by Iris Hesselden 
 
Just for tonight – take all my cares, 
And brush all the pain and doubt away, 
Please send a little healing, Lord, 
To soothe the wounding of the day. 
 
Give me contentment through the dark, 
A quiet sleep, rest and repair. 
Plant in my heart new strength and hope 
To combat trouble or despair. 
 
So when tomorrow wakes the sky, 
And I rise to meet the day, 
Help me to do the best I can, 
And walk with You along the way. 
 
But until them, wrap me in love, 
And keep me safe, though shadows creep, 
Just for tonight – shut out the world, 
And grant, oh Lord, the gift of sleep. 

Ann Frank + You exhibition  
As you might have seen in the church notices 
in April, “The Ann Frank + You” exhibition was 
advertised. It was held at St Peter’s church in 
the centre of Bournemouth for a month. I was 
fortunate to go twice, firstly with Ann Longley, 
secondly with Pat Snow and Elaine James.  
The exhibition was organised by The Ann 
Frank Trust UK, a charity which draws on the 
power of Anne Frank’s life and diary to 
challenge prejudice, encouraging people to 
embrace positive attitudes, respect for others 
in today’s society etc.  

The exhibition had videos, numerous display 
panels showing the life of Ann Frank life and 
her family, photos of her and her sister Margo, 
quotes from her diary, facts on her family’s 
business, a first and only video of Ann, facts 
on the Jewish traditions, etc. In addition there 
were long rows of panels showing photos and 
information regarding the holocaust, violence 
and war in today’s society, videos of people’s 
faiths in today’s society, etc. Also there was a 
lifesize replica of Ann’s bedroom which had a 
very powerful video regarding freedom.   

The exhibition was set in the sanctuary of the 
church which made the experience much 
more moving and powerful for people who 
were visiting.  I found the exhibition very 
powerful and thought provoking regarding the 
life of Ann, the holocaust and the issues we 
have  in  today’s  society  regarding  violence, 
prejudice etc. 

 
After seeing the exhibition, I felt a sense of 
longing for God and a sense of being helpless, 
regarding the world’s violence and the troubles 
the world is facing. Why does God allow 
violence? How can we overcome violence and 
bring peace in this world? Only man’s free will 
can cause violence in this world, not God. 
He’s a loving God! Though tough times we do 
feel a deep sense of need, a sense of being 
helpless and we naturally turn to friends for 
help. By the gift of free-will, we can choose to 
rely on God to help us overcome violence or 
anything though prayer and following Jesus’ 
teachings in life.  We believe our faith in Jesus 
Christ which gives us the values, vision and 
hope that can bring an important measure of 
peace to our hearts, our homes and our 
streets. Together we can be a strong voice for 
change, a powerful network of prayer for 
peace, a strong example of doing justice in our 
world today. We hope and pray for no more 
violence and no more suffering and pray that 
there will be world peace to come. 

Matt 5 44-45 
44But I tell you to love your enemies and pray for 
anyone who mistreats you. 45Then you will be 
acting like your Father in heaven. He makes the 
sun rise on both good and bad people. And he 
sends rain for the ones who do right and for the 
ones who do wrong. 

Sarah Holland 



Out and about: photos from the Summer Pop-In 

and the Dorset Bike Ride & Junior Church Oasis BBQ 

Why are they looking so worried? 



Items for the next issue of Pathway  should be given  

to Jim Tudor by Sunday 18th September 2011 

Weekly Activities 
 

Sunday 10.30 am Morning Service and Junior Church 
    (Communion celebrated  
    1

st
 Sunday in the month) 

           6.30 pm  Evening Service 2nd & 4th Sundays   
    Communion 2nd Sunday in the month 
     

Tuesday 12.30 pm ‘Oasis’ House Group (3rd in month) 
 

Wednesday 10.30 am Bible Study (1st & 3rd  Wednesday) 
    2.00 pm  Mother and Toddler Group 
 

Thursday  10.00 am Ladies’ Open House (2 groups) 
             (alternate weeks) 
   2.30 pm Men’s Forum       (alternate weeks) 
   2.30 pm  Women’s Network - at the  
    Methodist Church 
   8.00 pm Music Group 
 

Friday  9.45 am – 10.15 am  Prayer Group 
 

Points of Contact 
 

Minister:   Revd. Caroline Vodden 
email: minister@broadstoneurc.org 
    

Church Secretary:   Mrs Pat Johnson 
email: secretary@broadstoneurc.org 
    

Organist:                   Mr Martin Casey 
email: music@broadstoneurc.org 
    

Treasurer:                  Mr Martin Sales 
email: treasurer@broadstoneurc.org 
    

Editor:       Mr Jim Tudor   
email: pathway@broadstoneurc.org 

Monthly Church Meeting - contact Church Secretary for details. 
Twice-monthly Home Groups - see weekly news-sheet for details. 

Why are they looking so worried? 
That’s why! 

Jonathan’s Lego® 
‘stairway to heaven’ 
leaves the two 
heroes puzzled as 
to what to do next! 

Would you enjoy being part of a 

Christian musical this December?                  

Do you love to sing ? 

Join the chorus for the Christmas 
performance of 'Rumours of Angels' in 
Bournemouth Square. People from local 
Churches are needed who are passionate 
about singing and who are willing to come 
to regular rehearsals to form the chorus for 
this musical by Graham Kendrick, telling the 
Christmas story.  

They will be performing on the busiest 
shopping day of the year, Saturday 17th 
December at 4.30pm. There’s no audition 
for the chorus and no need to book.  
Contact the musical director, Michelle Nova 
of the La Nova Singers -  07866 607427 or 
michelle@lanova studios.co.uk 

The new gilded orb and 
cross on top of the 
Dresden Frauenkirche. 
Made in England, it was 
constructed by Alan 
Smith, a  goldsmith from 
London whose father, 
Frank, was one of the 
aircrews who took part 
in the bombing of 
Dresden. 


