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Dear Fréiends

‘In the sixth month, God sent the angel Gabriel to
Nazareth, to a virgin pledged to be married to a
man named Joseph. The angel went to her and
said, “Greetings, you who are highly favoured! The
Lord is with you.” Mary was greatly troubled and
wondered what kind of greeting this might be. But
the angel said to her, “Do not be afraid, Mary, you
have found favour with God. You will be with child
and give birth to a son, and you are to give him the
name Jesus.’

[Luke 1.26-31]

Online research for the Bible Society last
December suggested that 31% of people believe in
angels: 5% have seen them, and 29% believe they
have a guardian angel watching over them. ‘Angel’
simply means ‘messenger’ (from the Greek word o
vyehoo angelos), and it seems that angels can take
either heavenly or human form.

At a recent Quiet Day, participants were discussing
the appearance of the angel Gabriel to Mary. It
occurred to one lady that an encounter she had
had many years ago might have been with an
angel. Travelling to the airport for her first flight
abroad, a male passenger took the seat opposite
hers in an otherwise empty train carriage. During
the conversation which followed, she explained that
she was terrified of flying, and the man, who turned
out to be a qualified pilot, was able to reassure her.

Then another participant spoke up. On a country
walk with his wife some years before, he had been
expressing doubts about his faith. They had seen
no-one all day, when two men approached them
from the other direction, both wearing plain white t-
shirts.

The men called a greeting as they passed, and the
couple turned around to see emblazoned on their
respective retreating backs the words ‘Just’ -
‘Believe’, before they disappeared from sight.

Then a third participant recounted his experience.
Holidaying with friends in a mountainous area, they

In This Issue:

The Carol Singers * Operation Christmas
Child « EKP-URC Partnerships weekend °
Happy Birthday Jesus ¢ Advent Pop-in °
Praise overflows ... and more

lost their way while towing their caravan. Very low
on fuel, they stopped at a road junction where a car
driver approached them and asked if they were
lost. He guided them to the main road and to a
petrol station where they gratefully pulled up at the
pump. Turning to thank the car driver who had
stopped at the adjacent pump, neither he nor the
car was anywhere to be seen.

Over lunch, two further participants, who had not
spoken in the group, felt encouraged to share their
own experiences of similar ‘angelic’ encounters.
Like Mary, an ordinary teenage girl from Nazareth,
these were ordinary men and women from ordinary
places in Dorset. Each was convinced that
something surprising and extra-ordinary had
happened to them. Had God indeed sent angels to
them in their time of need?

“Nothing is impossible with God”, said the angel. ‘I
am the Lord’s servant,” Mary answered. “May it be
to me as you have said.” Then the angel left her.

[Luke 1.37-38]

May this Christmas and New Year bring surprising
and unexpected encounters to turn all our fears to
rejoicing as we celebrate once more the angels’
joyful message of the Saviour’s birth.

4 very Fappy (Chinistmas to you all!
Canoline

Dates for Your Diary

fl Family Festival Service 18 Dec. 10.30am
§ Carols by Candlelight 18 Dec 6.30 pm
{ Christmas Eve Service 24 Dec. 11.30pm
ll Broadstone Methodist Church

H Service of Holy Communion 25 Dec.
Lytchett Minster URC

H Joint Christmas Morning Service 25 Dec.

fl Broadstone URC 10.30am
H Church New Year Party 14 Jan. 2012 6.00pm
Bl BURC Fund-raising Concert by 18 Jan.

H Wimborne and Ferndown Singers afternoon
22 Jan.
6.30pm

9.30am

H CTiB service for Week of Prayer
fl (Tea at 5.15pm)

H Broadstone Methodist Church
fl Family Pop-In

10.30am

4 Feb.




FAMILY NEWS

Those who have been in hospital or about to go
into hospital, or are presently unwell whom we
remember in our prayers include (in alphabetical
order):

Brenda Frith, Revd Terry Girling, Margaret
Roberts, Pam Sales, Pat Snow and Tom
Jenkins.

Congratulations

to Dilys and George
Lawrence on the safe
arrival of a new grandson,
Mylo, [right] a second child
for proud parents Richard
and Jenny. Mylo was born
on 27th September and
weighed 10Ibs 130z.

to Isobel and Chris Evans
on the safe arrival _
of a new grandson,
Rupert [right], a k

second boy for| |
proud parentsﬁ'

Elizabeth and lan.© %
Rupert was born =
on 10th November =
and weighed 8 Ibs

12 oz.

to Kathryn Casey on her engagement to David
Emerson. In addition she has also been appointed
co-organist at Whitley Parish Church—thus
making Kathryn the fourth generation organist in
the Casey family!

Advent Pop-In

Junior Church News

This has been a fairly quiet period for the Junior
Church.

On the social front, the Bonfire Party was held as
usual and we were pleased to welcome over 70
people including a number of “pop-in families”.

Another of the pop-ins aimed at older children was
held on 5th November with the numbers growing —
perhaps since this event preceded the Bonfire
Party.

At the time of writing, we are planning the Advent
pop-in for 26th November — a further opportunity to
attract members of the wider community to gain a
sense of our church community.

Our collection of shoeboxes this year produced a
total of 92 boxes. (se photo below) Our thanks go
to everyone who contributed. The Beavers
contributed an excellent total of 18 boxes. We were
also delighted by the generosity of those who gave
money and goods for boxes together with knitted
items — particularly glove puppets. We were able to
fill and pack 22 boxes in this way.

Chris and Isobel Evans




Macmillan Bike Ride 2011

Last December, some of us attended the Macmillan
Bike Ride 2010 Award Evening where Peter Smith-
Nicholls — who organised the ride — told us that
2011 was 100 years since the Macmillan Cancer
charity was founded. While Peter's suggestion —
that those who were able could do the 100 mile ride
and raise £100 each — was a tad too much for us, a
team of 10 Oasis ladies decided that if each of
them could do 10 miles each and raise £100 (or
better still more) that would be achievable. So the
intrepid ten — some of whom had not ridden a bike
for a long while — or had regarded themselves as
athletes — did just that and between them raised
£4509.

So pictured below are many of the Oasis ladies,
and some of the other participants, both male and
female — who tackled, respectively, the 38, 48 and
60 miles routes and who all received certificates to
that effect at a recent Morning Service. In all, 26
cyclists from Broadstone URC took part — the
organiser even emailed me to check that our
church service wouldn't be left empty of
worshippers on the day of the Ride! Once again,
the church has been presented with a Gold
certificate, which celebrates the £1758.25 raised
overall. Thank you once again for all your support.

Janet Shortland
Photo (left to right)

Top row: Revd Tim Meachin, Amanda King-
Underwood, Joshua Legg, lan Macdonald, Dominic
Casey, Paul Macdonald, Peter Legg.

Middle row: Martin Casey, Janet Meachin, Janet
Shortland, Margaret Tudor.

Bottom row: Cecilia Casey, Emily Meachin, Shirley
Hohne, Joanne Bussell, Janet Holland, Angela
Bolton.

Other riders not able to be present on the day of
the presentation of certificates were:

Alan Blunt, Michael Bussell, Nigel & Kate Depper,
James Meachin, Mark Shortland, Neil Shortland,
Shirley Pritchard and Marion Taylor.
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gPr‘aise Overflows

& When my soul is weak

<7 You bring strength for me
<7 When the darkness clouds
¢ Your the light I see

<7 When all hope seems lost

4/ I remember Your cross

4/ When I'm struggling and bound

4/ You break the walls that surround
W

9/ When I'm empty and dry

4/ Hurting and broken inside

4/ I can call on Your name

</ Jesus Christ, You sustain

W

% My praise overflows from my heart
% From the depths of my soul

W To my God who reigns

‘zﬁ The only One worthy of praise

ﬂg\f Who conquered death and rose from the
‘Lgf grave

g Oh how I love You, Jesus I love You

ﬂi\f When I've run this race
‘? Only by Your grace
" You will lead me home

" To where I belong

‘Ef My hope secure in Your name
Zﬁ No more hurt, no more pain
Zﬁ I am forever Yours
&? You are forever mine.

W

{Dﬁ Tom Field (submitted by Sarah Holland)
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iThe Carol Singers
Y

* It seems a very long time ago now — over 70
years in fact — during the occupation of Jersey
by the German forces. It was a few days before

*Christmas and we had been carol singing at
homes where we had been expected. Now we

* were on our way home.

We were taking a short cut down a very isolated
*Iane when we came to those gates, large,
wrought iron and tantalisingly ajar. At the end of
*a long, dark drive with laurel and holly bushes
on either side we could just make out the shape
*-of a house with a great many windows all
brightly lit — which was strange in those wartime
days. | don’t actually
remember who went
*through those gates first
but suddenly there we
were, in front of that large
mysterious house.

*‘We began to sing a carol
*and | was pushed forward
up some wide steep steps
in front of, what seemed to
little me, a giant-sized door.
* | reached up and tugged on -
the bell pull. 1t jingled loudly £
*within and | heard heavy
footsteps on a wooden
floor. | retreated down a
few steps and waited in
*fear. As the door opened,
my eyes were level with a
* pair of dark grey riding
*breeches stuffed into high
black shining riding boots.
* The singing behind me stopped and the rest of
the group melted into the darkness. The tall
*young officer at the door smiled kindly at me
and said, “Come in. It's cold out there.” He took
* my hand and started to lead me into the house.
As we went through the door, he turned and
said, “Oh, your friends had better come in too.
We want to hear you sing. They crept out of the
bushes and we all went inside.

* We found ourselves in an enormous square hall
* with a broad staircase on one side with a gallery
along the top. Straight ahead of us was a
Christmas tree, the tallest | had ever seen,
going right up to the ceiling, all silvery and
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white. The officer called out something and we *
were joined by several others on the stairs and
balcony. The lights went out in the hall and the *
tree shone out in all its glory. They asked us if*
we knew ‘Silent Night. As we began to sing,
they gradually joined in — some in German and *
some in English. It sounded so beautiful that |
began to cry. The young officer put his arm*
around me and said gently, “It's alright, don’t
cry. You will be quite safe.” As the carol ended, *-
we stood there in silence, the tall enemy officer
and the small frightened child, hand in hand. I*
didn’t fully understand how | felt then but | knew *
that something wonderful was happening in that
room at that moment. *.

He called out a*
command and the
other soldiers

gathered round and*
= put money into my tin

-7, until it was over-*.
-} flowing. He looked at

' the grandfather clock*
ticking loudly in the
corner and told us we
must hurry if we were

to be home by*
curfew. He sent an
orderly to see us
safely out of a side

gate. Suddenly we*
were back in the

dark, narrow lane.
Back into a world of
war and hate.

Encapsulated in that *
hall for a short time was another world — the one
full of love and peace. *

This Christmas, when you hear the carol ‘Silent*
Night', pause for a moment and remember how*
Christ came to earth for everyone, German,

English, Jews and Muslims. We are all joinedi
together in His Infinite Love. *

‘Peace on earth, goodwill to man’.
Happy Christmas.

Ann Scriven



EKP-URC Partnerships weekend, Landau, Germany

In late October, our Minister, Janet Shortland,
Cecilia and | attended the “Consultation of
Twinned Congregations” in Landau, in Rhineland-
Pfalz (the Palatinate). This ‘Consultation’ was a
weekend meeting of members of URC and EKP
[Evangelical Church of the Palatine] congregations
that are twinned, of which there were 19 twinnings
listed and 14 represented (see map below). The
objective of the weekend was to share information
and experiences (beneficial and otherwise) of our
respective twinnings, and look at how we could
move forward.

The weekend, at the EKP seminary in Landau,
started on the Friday evening with greetings from
the churches and short presentations on the
various partnerships, and concluded with evening
prayers in the chapel of the seminary. Saturday

ZAK minister Christoph Knack speaks of the ongoing
relationship between our twin churches.

morning saw us listening to Heather Barnes talking
about her experiences at Castle Hill URC, Ipswich
(which is twinned with Neustadt-Mussbach) in a
presentation entitled “Challenges and joys of our
twinning — What can we learn from each other? —

How can we support each other?”. The Ipswich-
Mussbach partnership is a thriving one, with
separate adult and youth exchanges each year.
We broke into groups to talk through specific
issues that the presentation brought up, and later
in the day, we shared the results of our
discussions with the whole group.

Landau is an attractive small town in the west of

Germany and we took time out after Saturday
lunch to walk to the town centre and visit the
“Stiftskirche”, in essence the parish church of
central Landau, and to hear of its history. Nearby
is a Church-run ‘Christian Pub’ (alcohol-free) called
“Kreuz Quer” — which might be paraphrased as
“Cross-roads” or “Criss Cross” — which provided us
with a welcome cup of coffee and cake. This inter-
denominationally-run coffee-bar, normally open in
the evenings, provides a refuge and is a venue for
a range of counselling services for those in need in
Landau and a variety of Christian events for a
wider audience.

Saturday evening saw preparation for the Sunday
morning worship followed by a ‘Palatinate Supper’
and social evening with games!

Past ZAK minister Martin Henninger addresses the
delegates from both EKP and URC churches.

Sunday worship with communion was at the
Stiftskirche, and the group led prayers, read and
sang (conducted by MJC). The weekend finished
with a light lunch at the ‘Kreuz Quer where we
were able to meet more friends who had come for
the service, and to say our thanks and goodbyes to
our hosts of the weekend.

The weekend was a busy time in some ways, but
also provided an opportunity to reflect on the
purpose and intentions of these twinning
arrangements and to see what other churches
achieve and how they organise themselves.

Martin Casey
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Broadstone Music Series concert

Helen Tudor (flute), Chris Edwards
(oboe) & Hanne Ely (soprano and piano)

Broadstone URC

Tickets: £8
Available soon from Martin Casey and Jim Tudor
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Happy Birthday Jesus!

Happy Birthday, Jesus!

We are happy because today is your special day,
you were born today, just for us.

We thank you that you came from heaven to earth
just for us.

Thank you for all you did for us when you were
here with us.

You taught us how to love each other, help us to
remember to be more loving.

You taught us how to do the right thing, remind us
that you are with us, even when we think no one
is looking.

We thank you that you didn't just stay a baby in a
cradle but you grew up to be our saviour and died
on the cross for our sins.

We thank you that you didn't stay dead but you
came alive and went to heaven, opening a way so
we can go there too, someday.

Thank you for this food and for all our family and
friends.

Thank you for everyone who helped make this a
great day.

In Jesus' name.

Amen.

Submitted by Sarah Holland

A Christmas gift for
Broadstone URC

Gift Aid No .........

A Christmas Gift for the Church

Through a series of fundraising events from open
gardens, car boot sales and lunches to concerts,
quizzes and Smartie tubes, the church has raised
approximately £1,700 this year towards eliminating
the projected deficit in its annual budget. Apart
from generating welcome funds, these events
have provided many occasions for fun and
fellowship and have been a successful means of
outreach to others in our community. The
Fundraising Group would like to thank everyone
who has contributed and supported these events
in any way. As we approach the end of the year,
our expected deficit is in the region of £500.

Looking ahead to 2012, we are hoping to complete
the work remaining following the development of
the ‘Corner’, with the relocation and upgrade of the
sound desk and the installation of improved
audiovisual facilities. Although funds have already
been raised for a basic scheme of improvements,
additional funds would enable us to move ahead
with the installation of a better quality system early
in the year.

As our final Fundraising event for 2011, we are,
therefore, inviting one-off ‘Christmas gifts’ to be
made to the church. These gifts will be used first
to meet the deficit and then to support the
proposed improvements in our worship facilities.
To this end, special envelopes [left] will be
available in the pews throughout December.
Please put the envelopes in the offertory as
normal. Thank you and a very Happy Christmas
from the Fundraising Group!

Items for the next issue of Pathway should be given

to Jim Tudor by Sunday 23rd January 2012

Weekly Activities

Points of Contact

Minister: Revd. Caroline Vodden
Tel: 01202 601103

Evening Service 2nd & 4th Sundays email: minister@broadstoneurc.org

Church Secretary: Mrs Pat Johnson

Sunday 10.30 am Morning Service and Junior Church
(Communion celebrated
15! Sunday in the month)
6.30 pm
Communion 2" Sunday in the month
Tuesday 12.30 pm ‘Oasis’ House Group (3" in month)

Wednesday 10.30 am Bible Study (1%' & 3 Wednesday)

email: secretary@broadstoneurc.org

Organist: Mr Martin Casey
email: music@broadstoneurc.org

Treasurer: Mr Martin Sales
email: treasurer@broadstoneurc.org

Editor: Mr Jim Tudor
email: pathway@broadstoneurc.org

2.00 pm Mother and Toddler Group
Thursday 10.00 am Ladies’ Open House (2 groups)
(alternate weeks)
2.30 pm Men’s Forum (alternate weeks)
2.30 pm  Women’s Network - at the
Methodist Church
8.00 pm Music Group
Friday 9.45 am — 10.15 am Prayer Group

Monthly Church Meeting - contact Church Secretary for details.
Twice-monthly Home Groups - see weekly news-sheet for details.



