
Dear Friends 

I n 1977 a Christian music group called Candle 
released a children’s album under the title ‘The 

Music Machine: The Fruit of the Spirit’.  Around 
that time our junior church in East Grinstead put 
on a performance of songs from the album.  How 
deceptive our memories are – I remember being 
much younger when we sang this than I would 
have been in 1977!  Anyway, thirty-four years later 
I still remember some of the songs, which each 
took the title and theme of one of the said ‘fruits’.  
For example: 

Love: 
 Love, love, love makes people happy; 
Love, love, love makes people free. 
Love makes people do 
The things they know they ought to do, 
Love is doing things for you and me. 

Goodness: 
Bees make honey and it sure tastes good, 
Did you ever smell a flower? 
Well, it sure smells good. 
And you’d be good if you could see 
How good being good can be. 

Not the most profound lyrics, I admit, but they 
obviously made an impression on me! 

A t one of our Lenten study group sessions this 
year we discussed the fruit of the Spirit, which 

brought to mind a song I had learned, presumably 
at the same time as the others, which lists all the 
nine fruits of the Spirit of which Paul writes in his 
letter to the Galatians.  Being able to recall the 
tune means I can easily sing the words (and did!): 

“For the fruits of the Spirit are love, joy, 
peace, 
Patience, kindness, goodness, 
Faithfulness, gentleness, self-control, 
‘gainst such there is no law!” 

(Galatians 5.22-23) 

 
 

G one are the days when we learned Scripture 
texts by rote in Sunday School, but I am 

grateful for the passages I learned and can still 
recite.  I am able to work my way through Paul’s 
list of fruits of the Spirit without hesitation, focusing 
my prayers on each fruit in turn and asking the 
Holy Spirit to bring forth in my life greater 
fruitfulness where the fruit are not as ripe as they 
ought to be. 

T he month of June sees the church celebrating 
once more the ascension of our Lord Jesus 

and the gift of the Holy Spirit to the disciples at 
Pentecost.  At the same time, the fruit in my 
garden are beginning to swell: gooseberries and 
blackcurrants, apples, plums and blackberries, 
and hopefully this year for the first time blueberries 
and figs.  I am hoping for a good harvest, and 
praying that they won’t all ripen while I am away 
on holiday! 

G od’s spiritual fruit are not dependent on the 
season but are able to grow and ripen all 

year round in the lives of his people.  I pray that 
the Holy Spirit at work in his church and in all our 
lives may produce this year a bumper crop of love, 
joy, peace, patience, goodness, kindness, 
faithfulness, gentleness and self-control. 
 God bless you all.  In Christ, 

Caroline 
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Dates for Your Diary 
 

Morning Service on Synod  12 June 

Zambian Youth Exchange   10.30am 

followed by Ploughman’s lunch.  

‘God’s Word for God’s World’  12 June  

Churches Together in Dorset  3.30pm  

Sherborne Abbey    

Bible Society Cream Tea  18 June 

Wessex Synod Day   18 June 

Family Pop-In    25 June  

     10.30am - 12.30pm 

Junior Church/Oasis BBQ  26 June  

     5pm 

Macmillan Bike Ride   3 July 

Wessex FURY summer camp  15 -17 July  



 
 
 
Those who have been in hospital or about to go 
into hospital, or are presently unwell whom we 
remember in our prayers include (in alphabetical 
order):  
Grace Allison, Connie Evans, Brenda Frith, 
Joan Snashall, Pam Toobe and Revd Betty 
Williams. 
 

Congratulations ... 

To Pat & Ian Purser on the recent wedding of 
daughter Helen, known to many as past member 
of BURC Junior Church, to Chris Pitman. Helen’s 
brother Adrian makes up the family group below. 

To Jill and Henry Freemantle on their recent 
wedding. 

To Dilys and George Lawrence on the safe 
arrival of a new grandson, Samuel James, first 
child of proud parents Mary and Gordon. Samuel 
was born on 6th May and weighed 7lbs 12oz. 

To Gwyn Philips on the birth of a great-grandson 
(see top right) 

FAMILY NEWS 

Thanks 
I want to thank all our friends at church 

for the wonderful support during my recent 

illness. For the prayers, good wishes, cards, 

visits and flowers. Also the practical help in 

the shape of home-made cakes, grapes, 

shopping, ironing and patient-sitting. 

Now I am on the mend and I am sure the 

help we have received has played a big part 

in this. God bless you all. 

Margaret Roberts 

Thank you 
I am sorry that this ‘thank you’ is rather 

belated but I missed the last issue 

Pathway.  

I would like to thank everyone for their 

messages of sympathy, support and 

comfort during the time that Peter was in 

hospital and after his sudden death. I 

would also like to thank everyone at his 

Memorial Service, and in the Hall, for 

their welcome to friends and family. 

Jo Morrison 

Four generations 
Gwyn Phillips is pleased to announce the birth 
of a great-grandson Tobias Alexander 
Spencer to his grandson Timothy and his wife 
Fiona on 21st January 2011. He is the son of 
my son, Richard, thereby making it four 
generations of the Phillip’s line. 

Bible Society Coffee Morning 
Sat 18th June  10 - 12 noon  

Broadstone Methodist Church 
Cakes & items for sale 

Well done! 
Thank you for all your generous donations. 
Together we raised £774.26 + Gift Aid. With 
the money from the house-to-house collections 
and Sponsored Walk, the total raised was 
£2037.50 + Gift Aid - well done all!   



Easter Family Pop-in 
We welcomed families to a fun-packed morning full of 
activities to celebrate Easter, at our last family pop-in 
on Saturday 16th April.  Activities included making 
chocolate nests, Easter crowns, science experiments,  
a cross of flowers, and a jigsaw collage and making a 
cross for Palm Sunday.  The morning concluded with 
a celebration of the Easter story.    

News from Junior Church  
In addition to past and planned Family Pop-ins 
(see below and article overleaf), on 17th April 
we held a further ploughman’s lunch in support 
of the Water Aid’s Toilet Appeal, our Junior 
Church charity for the year. As ever the food  
and  musical  entertainment  from  our young 
people were enjoyed by all. Thanks, as always, 
are due to the organisers, musicians and those 
who generously contributed to the charity.  
The following weekend we held the usual 
Easter workshop during the Easter Day 
service. In recent weeks many of our young 
people have begun to take important school 
examinations – we wish them all well.  
Our annual BBQ will be held on the church field 
on 26th June, when we hope you will all join us. 
Isobel & Chris Evans 

Fund Raising 
Thank you for your support with our fund raising 
activities. So far this year we have collected 
£452.33 from our Quiz Night, Table Top Sale, 
Smarties tubes, Sunshine bags, mini crosses and 
donations. 
We have started to plan our next events which 
will include Sunday lunch with music, open 
gardens, come and sing 'Joseph', and an ongoing 
book sale. 
Our first event will be: Sunday 10th July - 
Summer Lunch with music 
We hope you will enjoy joining with us. 
The Fund Raising Group 



Item for sale 
An off-cut from the carpet used in the Corner 
Project is for sale. It measures approx 3yds x 
2yds. Proceeds to Church funds. Offers and/or 
any questions to Mick Rowberry 

Family Pop-Ins — two years on 
 
It is now 2 years since we held our first, very 
successful, pop-in and I thought it was time to give 
the church a full update of where we are and what 
we are doing. 
Our events continue to be hugely successful with 
numbers varying anything from 25 children up to 
40+.  However, I would stress that the success of a 
pop-in is in no way measured by the numbers 
attending but more by what the children and their 
parents get from the morning in terms of fellowship 
and spiritual input.  
However, we have been concerned that some of 
our regular children are getting older and moving 
on to the Middle School in September.  How can 
we keep in touch with them?  Are they still happy 
with the activities we have to offer at pop-in?  How 
can we meet their needs as they grow older?  
There was only one way to find out – ask them and 
their parents, which we did at the February pop-in.   
I then asked all the helpers to fill out a 
questionnaire, giving feedback, not only of 
conversations had at the pop-in, but also their own 
thoughts.   The responses were encouraging and, 
in some cases, extremely thought- provoking and 
pose some interesting questions for the church to 
consider as a whole:- 

• Should we offer something extra for the 
older children, perhaps a form of youth 
club, as an extension of the pop-in, 
perhaps early evening on a Saturday, again 
with Bible-related activities? 

• Could we think about having children’s 
Bibles/Christian story books to lend out? 

• What about an after-school drop-in for the 
older, Corfe Hills children ? 

• What is happening with our Sunday school 
– is Saturday the way to go? 

It is also apparent that new Christians are looking 
for more than just a Sunday service, but are 
seeking spiritual teaching as well, possibly in the 
form of nurture groups – a place to seek answers 
to the questions they asking as new Christians.  
Are we prepared for that eventuality?  Is this a 
need  that  we, as a fellowship, can  meet?  Should  

 
 
we be offering an Alpha course, or similar study 
group?   
So you can see that we can’t be complacent, but 
need to be constantly reviewing what we are doing 
and how we can move forward.  Where do we go 
now?  Most of these thoughts and questions need 
consideration by the church as a whole, not just 
the pop-in team.     
Taking heed of the first point raised above, we are 
trying an additional event on 9th July, 5-7pm, for 
the older ones – a “make a pizza” evening for the 
children in Year 4 upwards (age 9 upwards).  The 
parents will have the option, if they wish, to leave 
their children and pick them up at the end.   We 
have yet to plan the evening in detail, but, if 
successful, we can take the opportunity to talk to 
these children and ask them what else they would 
like to do.  Parents have expressed a willingness 
to pay to cover the costs of tea, so this event 
should be self-funding.    
The next pop-in is on Saturday 25th June, with the 
theme of Joseph and his Coloured Coat and will be 
followed by a simple BBQ, charged at £1 a head, 
for those families who wish to stay. 
In closing , I would again stress that the over-riding 
aim of our pop-ins is not to get the families to 
church every Sunday.   Our aim is to offer these 
parents and their children Christian fellowship and 
spiritual input and if that only happens once every 
two months on a Saturday morning, then that is 
better than none at all.  But our work is also about 
building relationships in the hope that if ever these 
families need support, for whatever reason, they 
will feel able to approach our church in their time of 
need, whether it be for baptism, for exploring faith 
or for support during a time of emotional difficulty.   
So please, pray for the church as we all consider 
the next steps to take with our evangelism, steps 
which will require prayerful consideration by the 
whole church, not just the pop-in team.  Can you 
help answer any of the questions that are starting 
to be asked or help meet any of the growing needs 
listed above, that might be required as we move 
forward?   
Gill McDonald 

Mistaken Identity 
An item in our Sunday notices for 15th 
May about local performances of Jesus 
Christ Superstar explains that the music 
is about “telling the story of the last 
seven days in the life of Jesus Christ.” 

Some of us, quite a few in fact, have 
been led to believe that He is still alive. 

Earle Roberts 



Junior Church - Report for 2010 

We have around 17 children and young people 
(aged under 18) on the junior church roll, most of 
whom we see at least once a month; this is two 
fewer than last year.  We remain in some form of 
contact with a few more young people mostly 
through family connections.  

There are 9 teaching staff:  Cecilia Casey, Chris 
Evans, Isobel Evans, David Holland, Janet 
Holland, David Maling, Janet Meachin, and 
Sandra Taylor. Helping the teachers are a further 
6 staff: Angela Bolton, Joan Dyer, Peter Legg, 
Diane Mott, Shirley Pritchard and Linda Rycroft. 

Gill McDonald continues to lead the junior 
orchestra, helped by Janet Shortland, Cecilia and 
Kathryn Casey. They practise and perform on 
separate Sundays most months and continue to 
play a wide variety of music, arranged by Gill for 
the abilities of the players. The orchestra has 
continued to see a decline in numbers, but has 
recently been boosted by three new members.  

Junior Church attendance continues to fluctuate a 
great deal. David Holland and Janet Meachin 
continue to lead the Seekers group. This is the 
largest group – and we often have none below the 
age of 13. The youngest regular members are 
eight years old. On the third Sunday most are in 
the orchestra and attendance is highest when the 
orchestra plays on the fourth Sunday. A few 
Beavers and some Brownies attend most month, 
usually on the fourth Sunday. The teachers of the 
younger group continue to be flexible in 
responding both to the numbers present and their 
age and developmental differences.  

The challenge continues to be to find ways of 
appealing to children and their parents within our 
community. The ‘Pop-Ins’ are now well-
established as a way of attracting parents and 
younger children to our church. This is beginning 
to create deepening links with some families. Gill 
McDonald continues to lead this work with a large 
team of helpers. They have increased the 
frequency of Pop-Ins and are considering whether 
the approach can be made more attractive to 
slightly older children as they start to outgrow the 
current range of activities. 

The wider issue of making the church more family-
friendly  has  been a continuing point of discussion  

 
and we are pleased to see the opening up of “the 
corner” to make the church more child-friendly (as 
well as bringing other benefits).  

Other Junior Church events during the last year 
included:  

• All age communion services, one in the 
spring and the other in the autumn. Various 
members of the Junior Church also 
contributed to our Festival services over the 
year.  

• At Easter we again held workshops where all 
the children got together as a single group  

• Our young musicians again entertained at a 
further ploughman’s lunch in aid of the 
Smile Train charity appeal. 

• We held our annual Barbecue jointly with 
Oasis.  As in previous years, this was very 
successful. 

• In November we held our usual Bonfire party 
organised jointly with the Pilots group.  This 
was followed by our seventh Christmas box 
collection for Operation Christmas Child –
we were pleased to receive 100 boxes of 
gifts. Knitting hats, mittens and gloves for 
the boxes was again very popular. 

• Each year in Junior Church we support a 
different charity. Last year in conjunction 
with the Sunshine Bags, we collected over 
£1428 for Smile Train. 

The Seekers continued to support FURY 
throughout 2010 including the summer camp and 
Synod Fury days. Sarah Holland and Victoria 
Meachin are now members of the National Youth 
Executive. Emily Meachin and Sarah are members 
of the Synod Youth Executive.  

May we take this annual opportunity to thank all 
those who continue to cheerfully devote their time 
and effort to this important work. We depend on a 
loyal team for this work with our young people but 
it remains an important challenge for our church 
as a whole to find ways of attracting and retaining 
young families, including their children. 

Isobel & Chris Evans 

Little Girl’s Prayer 

‘God bless Mommy and Daddy, my brother, 

Tommy, my best friend, Susan,…God bless 

Granny and all my friends in Brownies…….And 

God please take care of yourself, because if 

anything happens to you, we’ve had it!’ 

Submitted by Sarah Holland 

Prayer to the Holy Spirit 

Come, O Spirit of God 
Holy Spirit, I offer myself to your work of healing, 
peace and reconciliation. 
In my busy world, bless my silent moments. 
In the stillness of my heart, may I find peace within 
myself, peace with others, and peace with you 
Amen. 

Sarah Holland 



"Flooded with Light” 
Hymn 237 from Rejoice and Sing – third verse says:- 

So let us greet his coming among us; 
Let us still meet his love with delight; 
Through resurrection joyfully taking 
Love’s new direction flooded with light. 

Flooded with light was so real when early on Easter 
Day, whilst attending the early morning prayer 
meeting at 6.30.a.m, the church which was unlit 
suddenly became full of sunlight flooding through the 
rear windows. 
First the light illuminated the beautiful white lilies in 
the pedestal by the pulpit and this reminded me of 
the Garden in Scriptures, which was so topical. 
The light then moved across and shone brightly on 

the pulpit drop, showing the golden cross which is 
empty and reminds us of The Risen Lord. 
Finally the sunlight was glowing on the banner 
behind the pulpit, showing the dove descending with 
the world beneath, like the Holy Spirit being present 
in the world as the Lord Jesus Christ now dwells with 
the Father.  
It was really so amazing I wanted to share this, not 
just with the Elders during our prayer time prior to 
Easter Sunday Service, but with the rest of our 
Membership and Congregation through Pathway. 
To me the scene was so memorable and the 
sequence of events was beyond coincidence that it 
brought extra meaning for me on a special Easter 
Day. 
Linda Smith  

Update on Rivers of Living Water 

Rivers of Living Water is a charity setup and run 
by the Rev. Alan Clarredge, a retired URC 
minister and qualified water engineer. He has 
been supplying and servicing water purification 
equipment to some of the hospitals in 
Zimbabwe for more than 12 years. Alan’s last 
visit to Zimbabwe was in February this year. 
Equipment donated and purchased in this 
country was sent on ahead of his visit and 
safely delivered to his great friend Abel 
Waldman, the Chief Medical Laboratory 
Scientist at Mpilo hospital in Bulawayo. Abel 
Walden accompanies Alan, providing transport 
and other assistance during his visits to 
Zimbabwe. 

One of his first tasks was to service the water 
purification equipment at Mpilo hospital. Four 
out of the five purifiers had become totally 
blocked by sediment from the City water supply, 
following heavy yet greatly appreciated rains.  
All the units were cleaned, sterilized and fitted 
with new filters, leaving them all in good 
working order. 

There is a great improvement in the availability 
of many items within the City, although outside 
is a different tale and the cost of everything by 
British standards very high. Shortages still exist 
on some important items such as diesel, 
paraffin, electricity with 3 six hour cuts in his 
first three days, in Bulawayo. 375 miles from 
Bulawayo is Binga, a small town almost 
forgotten and suffering from lack of water in the 
hospital. Here Alan was able to remove a very 
small water purification unit which he had fitted 
some three years ago and replace it with a new 
larger machine which will give them better 
supplies. 

Alan spent a weekend in the capital Harare, 
where water supply is a big problem. He writes,  

 
 

“During my stay there was no water for the 
whole of Harare!! Imagine being without a 
mains water supply for over 72 hours. I was 
impressed as residents with bore holes put 
hoses over their garden walls, while people 
queued with large containers to obtain enough 
drinking water for the day.” 

During his visit Alan travelled in excess of 1200 
miles, visiting 14 hospitals to service and repair 
equipment. This was a very challenging trip 
because the water supplies had become far 
more contaminated since the previous year. 
The main reason for this was the lack of money 
for chemicals to clean the water supplies, and 
the lack of proper filtration systems. At least 12 
filters had been blocked and my first job was to 
replace and sterilise the units fully.  

In addition to his work with hospitals, Alan also 
visited Monde School which caters for 150 
orphaned children. He writes, ”One concern I 
have for Monde School, is the failing water 
supplies. To supply a pump for this school and 
orphanage is technically very challenging as the 
supply is over 250 ft. below the ground!!  I need 
something like £2000 to carry out this work and 
it has to come in with other mounting needs for 
the sick and starving among them!” 

As you can see Alan is already thinking about 
his next visit. He already has a tonne of medical 
equipment purchased from donations, but is in 
need of further funds to buy 3 water purifiers at 
a cost of £221 each. 

We will have an opportunity to support Alan’s 
valuable work with our Communion Offering in 
June. If you are interested in some further 
background to Alan’s work, he has written a 
short book, copies of which are available from 
me at a cost of £4. 
Ian McDonald 



A Gardener’s Reflection 

Luke 13 v6-9 

Then Jesus used this illustration 

“A man planted a fig tree in his garden and came 
again and again to see if there was any fruit on it, 
but he was always left disappointed. Finally he said 
to the gardener, ‘I’ve waited 3 years and there 
hasn’t been a single fig! Cut it down. Its taking up 
some space we 
can use for 
something else’. 
T he g a rdener 
answered ‘Give it 
one more chance. 
Leave it another 
year, and I’ll give it 
special attention 
and plenty of 
fertiliser. If we get 
figs next year. Fine. 
If not, you can cut it 
down” 

Have you ever 
thought about what 
life would be like if 
you were a plant? Would you be bearing fruit? Are 
you growing in soil full of nutrients or are you 
planted in, lets say bottle tops? 

In this illustration 
of the barren fig 
tree we hear that 
the man wants 
the gardener to 
dig up the tree as 
its taking up too 
much room. What 
would you do? 
W o u l d  y o u 
persist and try 

harder to help this tree grow, or would you give up 
at the first chance? 

In life we don’t always find ourselves growing in 
good soil. Sometimes we find ourselves in bottle 
tops and going off the right track in life. If that 
happens, then we just have to think positively. We 
have to get ourselves a gardener to look after us 
and put us back into good soil. 

Our gardener is 
God. He replants 
us in good soil 
and is there to 
look after us when 
our leaves are 
brown and we are 
lacking nutrients. 
So where do you 
see yourself in a year’s time? Will you be bearing 
fruit or are you going to let yourself be cut down 
and for all to be forgotten? 

From this illustration, we are given 2 ways we can 
go. We can allow ourselves to get help and 
guidance from God, our gardener, or we can forget 
about bearing fruit. Don’t leave your decision until 
the last minute. Use your gardener now, get 
replanted and 
get the care and 
guidance you 
need before you 
can no longer 
bear fruit. 

Submitted by 
Sarah Holland, 
with photographs of flowers decorating the church 
at the Easter Festival 

Commitment for Life Update 

In April this year there was a vicious attack by 
Zimbabwe armed riot police on a Harare 
congregation of approximately 600 people.  

The Zimbabwe Christian Alliance, one of 
Christian Aid’s partners in Zimbabwe, said in a 
statement, “As an organization of Christians who 
believe that the Church has a responsible role to 
play in Zimbabwe, particularly in promoting peace 
we were directly involved, with other church 
groups and civil society organizations, in 
organizing this prayer service for peace whose 
theme was “Blessed are the peacemakers; for 
they shall be called sons of God” (Matthew 5:9).  

The Zimbabwe armed riot police, arrived and 
started to throw teargas into the church causing 
pandemonium among the surprised worshippers 
who included women with babies, children and 
the elderly. As worshippers rushed out of the 
smoke filled church, the police pounced on them 
and beat them without mercy. Many were 
seriously injured. In all 14 people were arrested 
and taken to Harare Central Police Station where 
they were charged with “causing public violence”.  

Two elderly members of Zimbabwe Christian 
Alliance, Bishop Paul Isaya aged 73 and Rev. 
Paul Mukome aged 65, who are faithful servants 
of God were singled out, arrested and beaten 
thoroughly all over their bodies. They sustained 
serious injuries for which they are receiving 
medical treatment. With the apostle Paul we say, 
“We are hard- pressed on every side, yet not 
crushed; we are perplexed, but not in despair; 
persecuted, but not forsaken; struck down, but 
not destroyed, always carrying about in the body 
the dying of the Lord Jesus, that the life of Jesus 
also may be manifested in our body “ (2 
Corinthians 4:8-10). We will, therefore, continue 
to pray and work for peace and justice as God 
commands.” 

The United Reformed Church urges us to 
continue to pray for a just and peaceful solution to 
the political and economic crisis in Zimbabwe. 

Ian McDonald 



Items for the next issue of Pathway  should be given  

to Jim Tudor by Sunday 16th July 2011 

Weekly Activities 
 

Sunday 10.30 am Morning Service and Junior Church 
    (Communion celebrated  
    1st Sunday in the month) 
           6.30 pm  Evening Service 2nd & 4th Sundays   
    Communion 2nd Sunday in the month 
     

Tuesday 12.30 pm ‘Oasis’ House Group (3rd in month) 
 

Wednesday 10.30 am Bible Study (1st & 3rd  Wednesday) 
    2.00 pm  Mother and Toddler Group 
 

Thursday  10.00 am Ladies’ Open House (2 groups) 
             (alternate weeks) 
   2.30 pm Men’s Forum       (alternate weeks) 
   2.30 pm  Women’s Network - at the  
    Methodist Church 
   8.00 pm Music Group 
 

Friday  9.45 am – 10.15 am  Prayer Group 
 

Points of Contact 
 

Minister:   Revd. Caroline Vodden 
email: minister@broadstoneurc.org 
    

Church Secretary:   Mrs Pat Johnson 
email: secretary@broadstoneurc.org 
    

Organist:                   Mr Martin Casey 
email: music@broadstoneurc.org 
    

Treasurer:                  Mr Martin Sales 
email: treasurer@broadstoneurc.org 
    

Editor:       Mr Jim Tudor   
email: pathway@broadstoneurc.org 

Monthly Church Meeting - contact Church Secretary for details. 
Twice-monthly Home Groups - see weekly news-sheet for details. 

News from Lytchett Minster URC  

Our Church Anniversary weekend was a great 
success!. We decided to do something different 
with a fish and chip lunch and it proved to be a 
great idea thoroughly enjoyed by all. We were 
brilliantly supported by our friends at 
Broadstone and it was lovely to see so many 
people in our hall enjoying food and fellowship 
together. 

Over the weekend we made our anniversary 
gifts for the continued work  of the Church and 
we have so far received £602, a magnificent 
sum. There is still time to donate if you have 
missed out! 

You might like to know that we now have a 
group meeting in our hall every Friday morning 
called Acorn Activities where all sorts of arts 
and crafts take place with handicapped people. 
If you would like to help or join in they would be 
pleased to see you. 

We also have another group called Baby 
Sensory starting to use the hall in July for three 
10 week periods a year on a Tuesday morning. 

This is obviously excellent news that our hall is 
being used more and more by the wider 
community, please make them feel welcome if 
you come across them. 

Jean Vincent 
 

“Weeping lasts for the night – but JOY comes 
in the morning”  Psalm 30 v 5 

 

I woke up this morning to a silence, so clear 
And the view from my window brought the stillness so 
near 
A blanket of snow covered all that I see 
Displaying a beauty in whiteness – a purity 
 

In the darkness of the night, the snow gently falls 
And it is morning light that reveals it to all 
Heaven’s blessings still fall on a world muddied and 
dark 
Only God can transform the scene and touch troubled 
hearts 
 

Across the white meadows children’s laughter is 
heard 
They shriek with delight as their snowballs are hurled 
What joy in a moment can break in on our world 
Through our troubles and sorrows – His banner 
unfurls 
 

As we dwell in God’s presence – and know His tender 
care 
Praise Him – no tears or distress will trouble us there 
That covering of love like the snow on the ground 
Will be a warm blanket to heal and surround 
 

So let us draw comfort – with the Lord at the helm 
We can draw on that Life in Heaven’s pure realm 
Our life is a journey – we are all passing through 
Our sure hope is Jesus – HE IS FAITHFUL AND 
TRUE! 
 

“And God will wipe all tears from their eyes” 
Revelation 7 v 17 

Dorothy Merefield (submitted by Ann Longley) 


