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Dear Friends
“Bless those who curse you, and pray for
those who mistreat you.” (Luke 6.28)

A

s I write this, we have just commemorated
Holocaust Memorial Day. Among the survivors
of the World War II holocaust was Corrie ten Boom,
a Dutch Christian who with her family in Haarlem
sheltered many Jews in a secret hiding place in
their home before helping them to escape. After
two years the family’s secret was discovered by the
Nazis, and Corrie and her sister Betsie were sent to
Ravensbrück concentration camp, where Betsie
died.
Corrie later wrote an account of her
experiences, entitled ‘The Hiding Place’.
n 1947 Corrie made a return visit to Germany,
where she was approached by a former
Ravensbrück camp guard who had been known as
one of the most cruel. Reluctant to forgive him, she
prayed that she would be able to. She wrote:
“For a long moment we grasped each other’s
hands, the former guard and the former
prisoner. I had never known God’s love so
intensely as I did then.”
This is the power of prayer!

I

C

orrie ten Boom once asked, ‘Is prayer your
steering wheel or your spare tyre?’ Is it a
central part of our everyday living, or something
kept for emergencies?

O

n a similar theme, I would like to offer the
following reflection from the Bible Reading
Fellowship (The Upper Room, October 2013) which
I shared at our November Church Meeting, with
thanks to Beverly Varnado. Beverly recalls:
“As my husband, Jerry, and I went out for an earlymorning bike ride, I noticed a broken spoke in my
front wheel. I stopped and snapped it off the rim.
‘Don’t you think we should get that fixed?’, Jerry
asked.
‘One missing spoke won’t make a
difference’, I declared.
“At first, it didn’t. For some time, the barelynoticeable wobble in the wheel had no effect on
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how the bicycle performed. After a few days,
though, the wobble grew much worse. My husband
was right in his concern; eventually I had to stop
riding the bike because doing so posed a risk to my
safety.
“So it is with our spiritual life. At first, neglecting
one of the spokes of spiritual discipline in our lives
– Bible study or prayer or worship or fellowship with
other Christians – seems hardly to affect us. But
over time, our lives may develop a decided wobble.
“The early church knew the value of spiritual
discipline.
Scripture tells us: “They devoted
themselves to the apostles’ teaching and to
fellowship, to the breaking of bread and to prayer.”
(Acts 2.42)
ow might we make prayer a more central part
of our lives this year? What difference might it
make in our relationships with God and with each
other? We could begin by simply saying the Lord’s
Prayer every day, slowly repeating each line. We
could join the Friday morning prayer group at the
church (watch this space for news of an evening
prayer group which we hope to start later in the
year).
Or perhaps we might spend just five
minutes each day sitting quietly, waiting on God
and prayerfully calling to mind a situation or person
we find difficult. Who knows, we might just know
God’s love more intensely than we ever have
before.

H

God bless you all.
Caroline
Dates for Your Diary
Family Pop-In
Morning Worship led by Revd
Clare Downing, Wessex Synod
Moderator
Beetle Drive
Church Hall
Mission Supper
Church Hall
Church AGM and Church Meeting
Family Pop-In

8 Feb
10.30am
23 Feb
10.30am
1 March
3pm
15 March
6.00 pm
23 Mar
12noon
29 March
10.30am

FAMILY NEWS
We remember in our prayers those who have
recently been in hospital or are otherwise unwell:
Isabella Davies, Joan Dyer, Pat Harding, Ann
Scriven, Shirley Pritchard and Pam Toobe.
We continue to pray for Joan Banfield, John
Mogg and Rene Stoddart.
We remember also the family of Denis Gladwin
(see right & opp page) who died in December;
Amanda King-Underwood and family after the
recent death of her sister-in-law; and our Minister
Caroline and family on the recent death of her
step-father.

Congratulations ...
to Revd Dennis and Joan Banfield on their
recent 70th Wedding Anniversary, and also to
Joan on reaching her 90th birthday (on Christmas
Day).
To Dilys and George Lawrence on the arrival of
another grandson. Richard and Jenny’s son Moby
George [see opp page] was born on 3rd December, weighing in at 9lb 11oz, a brother to Molly,
5, and Mylo, 2.

Happy New Year
As some of you may know, I have just spent
two weeks in my favourite hotel in Poole. I
enjoyed myself so much there in August
that I decided to return for the New Year.
I usually have a room overlooking the
harbour but, this time, I was near the
church with my own ‘en suite’ wash room.
The food is good and varied and delivered to
your room. Room service and medical
assistance are available at the touch of a
button. The TV is expensive but the use of
the attached telephone is free. Newspapers are available each day. Oh, and you
can have your own personal chaplain if you so
desire!
Transport to and from the hotel is free. The
only snag is that you do have to go through a
lengthy interview before you are allowed to
stay there.
Anyway, I’m back home now and would like to
thank you all for your kind thoughts,
prayers, flowers and visits and hope to be
with you all again before too long.
A happy, healthy and safe New Year to you
all.
Ann Scriven

Denis Gladwin
8th June 1920 -18th December 2013
Denis was born and brought up in
Wolverhampton where he lived with his wife Lily.
They were both very active members of St
Jude’s church with Denis serving as treasurer
and singing lead tenor in the choir and Lily
serving in the Sunday School where she was for
a time superintendent.
Sadly Lily died in 1996 and soon after whilst
visiting his daughter in Wimborne he suffered a
heart attack and received a triple bypass at
Southampton hospital. He decided to move
closer to his daughter and joined the Homecorfe
community.
He became a regular worshipper at the URC
and was a member of the choir, regular member
of the Friday prayer group and a Sunday
morning welcomer. His health deteriorated in
later 2012 and he was unable to attend church
but continued to be very interested in all the
church news. After a lengthy illness he passed
away peacefully in Poole Hospital surrounded by
his family.
Denis was a very good self-taught artist, enjoyed
classical music and crosswords and organised
events at Homecorfe. He was a warm, generous
man who was always optimistic and never
complained about his illnesses.
Denis was a committed Christian and everybody
who met him saw the light and love of our Lord
shining from him. He will be sadly missed by
daughter Sheila, grandchildren Natalie, Jonathan and Emma and great-grandchildren
Hannah and Tristan, and by us all.
Roy King-Underwood

Mission House report Jan / Feb
Happy New Year everybody for 2014! Hope and
pray it will be an awesome year for you all! The
best is (surely) yet to come!
So, what can I say about the last 1-2 months? I
can say, it has been an adventure, like a rollercoaster...lots of highs and lows. Sadly, Jurate has
left the Mission House as she felt the project was
no longer suitable and has now returned to
Lithuania, 3 weeks running up to Christmas my
working hours dramatically reduced as I had food
poisoning and a chest infection, we had problems
with our bikes, experienced religious conflict. From
the lows to the highs. Celebrated Christmas
abroad with my parents and working at Kuria
(hospice for terminal ill people) over Christmas,
had a big New Year’s Party with 20 people
watching massive fireworks everywhere and
partying all night, last week we had our Christmas /
New Year’s dinner at a restaurant, experiencing
new opportunities with one of my projects, finding
3 churches I like to go to. Over Christmas, my
parents came for 5 days which was awesome!
Thanks Mom and Dad!
Continued on page 5

Last Autumn, Linda Smith
was one of the154,000
people to host the World’s
Biggest Coffee Morning, in
aid of Macmillan Cancer
Support. Linda raised a
total of £227.50 which went
towards the record £20
million raised nationally.
Shown right and below are
some of the coffee drinkers
– and some of the cakes to
go with the coffee!

Moby George Lawrence, a new
grandson for Dilys and George

Flowers on display (left) at Morning
Service of 26th January in memory
of both Lily and Denis Gladwin

Notes from January Church meeting
The following matters were discussed at January’s
Church Meeting:
• Local Ministry and Mission Review: A question
time and open forum had taken place with Revd
Mark Meatcher to gather input about our church
and Lytchett Minster. The Elders will complete
the LMMR document and present it to the
church members at the March meeting. Copies
of the document will be circulated in advance.
• Spring Mission Supper: The date for the supper
is Saturday 15th March at 6.00p.m. The
speaker will be from the charity ‘Child of
Hope’ [see page 5 of this issue.]
• Janet Meachin reported that £79 had been
collected from donations for the Christmas Card
Tree and this was used to buy groceries for the
Poole Food Bank.
• David Holland outlined the future organisation of
church maintenance under the auspices of the
Property Oversight Group (POG) which will
meet each month to prioritise jobs which need
doing. Urgent jobs will be contracted to CS
Services while non-urgent repairs will be done
on Saturday mornings by working parties of
volunteers.

• Martin Casey reported that final decisions on

•

•

•

•

the new audio system were now being
confirmed. The cost will be £10,500. Martin
thanked members who had promised donations
for the work to be carried out and also Joan
Snashell for her generous donation of a
bookcase for the church music.
Lent Lunches: Once again this year each
church will organise a Lent lunch at St John’s.
BURC will be coordinating the lunch on
Wednesday 26th March. Please contact Sheila
McMahon if you are able to help.
Lent Groups: Revd. Elizabeth Rundle will lead a
Lent group at Broadstone Methodist Church on
Thursday mornings 10.00-11.15, 6th March 10th April. Information about further groups will
be given asap.
Senior Sideman: David Sidey is stepping down
at the end of March after 7 years of service. He
was thanked for all his hard work in preparing
the church for different services.
Saz Holland and Revd. Tim Meachin reported
on the Youth assembly which had taken place
at the end of January.

Isobel Evans

Advent Pop-In Fun

Mission House report Continued from page 2

Some differences from England, shops and
museums stay open, less commercial, no turkey,
quieter atmosphere, celebrations started on the
24th, Boxing day is "Tweede Kerstdag" (Second day
of Christmas) etc. Christmas eve after work I
attended 2 Christmas Eve services at Hillsong and
at Krijtberg Kerk. In the morning, we went to the
Begijnhof (English Reform Church). Over 150
people attended to sing carols, to hear the good
news and to celebrate Christ’s birth on this joyous
occasion. It’s truly the most wonderful time of the
year as we celebrate Jesus and all He is. It was a
big surprise as it had the exactly same format and
traditions from the URC. Home to home! We walked
a lot, sightseeing around the city as Amsterdam had
a big Light Festival. Lots of tourists and colourful
lights! When not sightseeing, I was helping at Kuria.
What did I do there? I spent time strijken (ironing),
schoonmaken (cleaning), wasgoed (laundry),
stofzuigen (vacuuming), koken (cooking)...alles!
(everything!) Plus enjoying the Christmas
astrosphere! I found working at Kuria over
Christmas powerful.....God was most definitely at
work and had his hand upon us all, while giving
comfort to the patients and helping them in their last
stages of life in this season of joy or even season of
mourning for friends and families.
Sometimes our spiritual lives can seem like a
rollercoaster ride. This type of ride is never fun. One
moment you are at an uplifting church service; a day
or two later you are hit with devastating news. One
day you are sharing the love of Christ with a needy
soul; on another, you might find yourself
complaining as if God did not care. In the story of
Jesus’ transfiguration, Jesus took some of his
disciples up the mountain with him to pray. Suddenly
Jesus’ appearance changed, pure white light from
his face and dazzling white cloths shining
everywhere, seeing God’s glory and feeling his
presence....and later on Moses and Elijah appeared.
Am sure this would be an awe inspiring event.
However, all three stayed up on the mountain and
started talking about Jesus’ departure....his betrayal,
trail and crucifixion. Quite a depressing subject to
talk about his death. A day later Jesus and his
disciples came down from the mountain and came
across a demon possessed boy. A report, that his
other disciples couldn’t heal him due to the lack of
faith. Again pretty depressing after such a powerful
mountaintop experience.
Faith is not about feeling "high" or "up” all the time,
we don’t live on mountaintops. Our God does
ascend the mountaintops, yes which is a truly
awesome experience, but he also enters the dark
valleys of suffering, hate, sin and failures. Most of
our lives, we live in the dark valleys. As Psalm 23
reminds us, our God is with us in the valleys of
darkness and suffering. May we find opportunities to
ascend the mountains and witness the power of
almighty God in unique ways. But may we also have
eyes to see and have faith to experience the
presence of God with us in the valleys of our daily
lives.

Spring Mission Supper
The next Mission Supper will be held on Saturday
15th March at 6:00 pm. The speaker on this
occasion will be from a local charity, Child of
Hope.
Child of Hope is a Christian charity producing
huge social impact for slum children and their
families in Eastern Uganda through free
education, healthcare and welfare. Every penny
donated goes to their work in the Namatala slum
district of Mbale and gets straight to work
improving
lives
and communities.
Child of Hope
provides
safety,
hope,
love,
e d u c a t i o n ,
protection
and
inner healing to
children who have
lost their homes,
are
or p ha ne d
because of AIDS/HIV, or have been sexually
abused, and those living in abject poverty. Everything that they do is for children and their families.
Child of Hope run a school in the heart of the
slum – and now provide free education,
healthcare, food and clothing (and a lot more) to
310 pupils of nursery and primary age from the
poorest and most vulnerable families in the slum.
Ian McDonald

A prayer. Loving God, as we look back on our lives,
we thank you so much for the spiritual highs that
we have experienced. Thank you for the visions
that you have given, for the experiences of the Holy
Spirit, for the times when we have heard your
voice. Thank you for the times when you give us a
deep assurance that we are children of God, an
awareness of your love and care for us and
knowledge of your pleasure.
Thank you also for the times of testing. Thank you
that although these seem very painful at the time,
we can look back and see how significant they are
in preparing us for what lies ahead. Give us your
strength, guidance and wisdom to carry out your
will, to be ambassadors of Christ and to show your
love to all people. May we grow in authority in our
evangelism, leadership, teaching and healing. In
Jesus mighty name, Amen.
God bless
Saz Holland

Look out
for
the Beetle!

Colours and the Child
The train sped on past country scenes, the child sat by my side,
His blind eyes looking straight ahead as life and colour passed by.
With awkward speech I tried to paint the picture that I saw,
The yellows, greens, the blues and whites of flowers, trees, and shore.
The child he turned and spoke to me and questioned what I'd seen,
As blind from birth he'd never seen the yellows, blues and greens.
"You say the trees are green", he said, "of different shades and hues,
Then could you please explain to me the colours that you use?"
And so I searched my mind to find the words I felt would say
The meaning of the colours used to this small child today.
The yellow is the feel of spring, that soft warm sunny day;
The red the feel of fire's hot glow, that warms the winter's way;
Green is the smell of new mown grass that lingers on the air;
And blue the brook so clear and cool within the woodland fair;
Purple is the taste of fruit, ripe juicy on the tongue;
And brown the rich warm feel of earth, warmed by the evening sun;
While black I feel is being lost from those we love and know,
That feeling of the dark despair which never lets you go.
White is the feeling that I get while I sit in peace in church,
And let my thoughts drift o'er my life and what God's gifts are worth.
The little face to me did turn and question once again.
He asked the question, "What is life?" and questioned it in vain.
To this small child what could I say? What answer would relate Life's puzzle we are given to solve while passing on its way;
Which solved in death, which in its turn another puzzle to play;
Or do I say that life's a picture each of us must paint,
Our loves, our hates, our joys, our fears, our actions - these we paint,
And on our death we leave behind a canvas all may see;
For life is love, and hate and fear, and joys and misery.
These are the colours of our lives, and each have shades and hues,
As do the colours of the world I've just explained to you.
Written by Ethel Pratt

Man of sorrows - Hillsong
Man of sorrows Lamb of God
By His own betrayed
The sin of man and wrath of God
Has been on Jesus laid
Silent as He stood accused
Beaten mocked and scorned
Bowing to the Father's will
He took a crown of thorns
Sent of heaven God's own Son
To purchase and redeem
And reconcile the very ones
Who nailed Him to that tree
Oh that rugged cross
My salvation
Where Your love poured out over
me
Now my soul cries out
Hallelujah
Praise and honour unto Thee
Now my debt is paid
It is paid in full
By the precious blood
That my Jesus spilled
Now the curse of sin
Has no hold on me
Whom the Son sets free
Oh is free indeed
See the stone is rolled away
Behold the empty tomb
Hallelujah God be praised
He's risen from the grave
Submitted by Saz Holland

Items for the April/May 2014 issue of Pathway
should be given to Jim Tudor by Sunday 23rd March 2014
Weekly Activities

Points of Contact

Sunday

Minister:
Revd. Caroline Vodden
Tel: 01202 601103
email: minister@broadstoneurc.org

10.30 am Morning Service and Junior Church
(Communion celebrated
1st Sunday in the month)

6.30 pm
Tuesday

Evening Service 2nd & 4th Sundays

Communion 2nd Sunday in the month

12.30 pm ‘Oasis’ House Group (3rd in month)

Wednesday 10.30 am Bible Study (1st & 3rd Wednesday)
2.00 pm Toddler Group

Church Secretaries: Mrs Isobel Evans
& Mrs Janet Meachin
email: secretary@broadstoneurc.org
Organist:
Mr Martin Casey
email: music@broadstoneurc.org

Thursday 10.00 am Ladies’ Open House (2 groups)
(alternate weeks)
Treasurer:
Mr Martin Sales
2.30 pm Men’s Forum
(alternate weeks)
email:
treasurer@broadstoneurc.org
2.30 pm Women’s Network - at Methodist Church
6.30pm - 7.30pm Open Church (2nd & 4th in month)
Editor:
Mr Jim Tudor
8.00 pm Music Group

email: pathway@broadstoneurc.org

Friday
Saturday

9.45 am – 10.15 am Prayer Group
5.00 - 7.30 pm Pop-In Express (2nd in month)

Monthly Church Meeting - contact Church Secretary for details.
Twice-monthly Home Groups - see weekly news-sheet for details.

