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Dear Friends
“From the old things to the new,
Keep me travelling along with you.”
(Sydney Carter)
e have seen some changes in our church
in the past few weeks! With any change,
of course, there will be both gains and losses.
Some will mourn the ‘loss’ of the wooden cross at
the front of the church, obscured when the new
projection screen is in use – although we have
tried to compensate with a projected image.
Some will simply mourn the loss of the
‘traditional’ style of church which we have come
to know and love.
ut many (dare I say, most?) have welcomed
the changes – some enthusiastically, some
cautiously – recognising them to be of benefit to
the church as a whole. From my own viewpoint
at the front, it is wonderful to see faces looking up
and voices singing out instead of a sea of heads
immersed in hymn books, and I am reliably
informed that the sound from the microphones is
much improved.
his is the first of a number of changes which
we hope to achieve as we work on the
priorities agreed in our Local Ministry & Mission
Review.
This first step has only been
accomplished after a great deal of effort and
planning, for which we thank Martin Casey, David
Holland and those who have supported them.
very member and friend of Broadstone URC
should now have received from their Elder
two leaflets outlining our vision for the future. Of
all the proposed actions, which one is of most
interest to you? What concerns do you have that
we need to hear about and take into account? Of
all the proposed actions, which one could you
help to make a reality?
o you remember the introduction of the ‘new’
hymnbook ‘Rejoice & Sing’?
Do you
remember the removal of the old choir pews? Do
you remember the old organ? Can you imagine
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our church today without those changes, without
modern lighting and heating, without
microphones and the hearing induction loop?
he new proposals are not change for
change’s sake. They are a continuation of
our church’s development, as it has developed
for many decades, to ensure that it is fit for
purpose in every generation, and to ensure that
the changes are the best they can be, we need
your prayers, your comments and suggestions,
your administrative and organising skills, your
willingness to be part of a team which can make
things happen.
“Now the body is not made up of one part but of
many. If the foot should say, “Because I am not a
hand, I do not belong to the body,” it would not
for that reason cease to be part of the body. And
if the ear should say, “Because I am not an eye, I
do not belong to the body”, it would not for that
reason cease to be part of the body. If the whole
body were an eye, where would the sense of
hearing be? If the whole body were an ear, where
would the sense of smell be? But in fact God has
arranged the parts of the body, every one, just as
he wanted them to be.”
(1 Corinthians 12.14-18)
hether you have an ear for sounding out
other people’s opinions, an eye for detail,
or can smell trouble; if you can turn your hand to
practical matters, set your mind on God’s
purposes or walk beside those in need; whatever
part of the body YOU are, we need YOU and the
special gifts YOU can bring to the next stage of
our life together as the body of Broadstone URC,
whose head is Christ. May we all work together
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by his Spirit for the glory of God and of his Church.

In Christian love,
Caroline

Dates for Your Diary

Family Pop-In Express

Family Pop-In
Harvest Supper
Harvest Festival Service

13 Sept.
5.00pm
27 Sept. 10.30am
6.00pm
28 Sept.

FAMILY NEWS
We remember in our prayers those who are or
have recently been unwell: Betty Bricknell,
Brian Cropp, Andrea Curley, John Evans, Jill
Freemantle, Penelope Holman, Ann Longley,
Sheila McMahon, David and Elvine Sidey, Pat
Snow and Pearl Wilson.
We also pray for the family of Joan and Revd
Dennis Banfield following their recent passing;
an appreciation of them both appears on this
page. We also continue to pray for Marion
Taylor and her family on the recent death of her
father, and Amy Smith [Linda’s daughter-in-law]
on the recent death of her grandfather.
We also remember in our prayers those in the
families of our own members and friends who are
very unwell, especially Gill McDonald’s father,
Linda Smith’s father and Martin Casey’s
brother.

Congratulations ...
To Chris and Anne-Marie Lawrence on the
recent
baptism of Jacob Patrick (Jake)
Lawrence, brother of Finn and Millie. (See photo
on opp page)
to Louise and Steven Moore (Steve & Alice
Foulger’s grandson) on their recent marriage.
to Tom and Pauline Jenkins on their recent
Diamond Wedding Anniversary
to George and Eileen Goodbody on their
recent Golden Wedding Anniversary
to George Lawrence on his 70th birthday.
to Emily King-Underwood and Mark Shortland
on their recent graduations.

George and Eileen Goodbody thank the
Church for their good wishes and the
beautiful flowers we received on the
occasion of our Golden Wedding
Anniversary.
Thank you all for all your prayers, good
wishes, cards, flowers. I have missed
you all. Special thanks to Linda, always
caring and keeping in touch; to Caroline,
such a special lady to us all.
Hope to be back to our wonderful
church very soon. God bless you all.
Jill Freemantle

Rev Dennis and Mrs Joan Banfield
Dennis and Joan spent their last years at the
Homecorfe community after a long and active
life in the service of the Baptist Church. After a
long illness , culminating in a broken hip from a
fall from which she never really recovered Joan
died in early June. Dennis died 10 days later.
For those who knew Dennis and Joan, this was
not that surprising as they were a truly
inseparable and devoted couple. In all the
various health problem of the last years,
Dennis‘s first thought was to be with Joan. He
always used to say “ I don’t mind where I live as
long as Joan is with me”. In death, they shared
the chapel of rest together.
Dennis met Joan during the early years of the
Second World War. Dennis was in the RAF and
was on track to become a pilot when serious
illness intervened. He and Joan were married in
1944 and lived to celebrate their platinum
anniversary (70 years) earlier this year. Their
first son Michael was born at the end of the war
followed by Stephen and Mark. Dennis became
a Christian at the age of 10 and immediately
after the war trained as a Baptist minister and
spent a long and active life in the service of our
Lord at various churches in Southern England.
Joan very much shared his ministry, they were
a true team and touched many people with their
Christian faith. Joan celebrated her 90th
birthday on Christmas day 2013; Dennis
celebrated his a couple of years earlier.,
Dennis and Joan decided to retire to
Broadstone. We are truly fortunate as through a
quirk of fate there was no church as part of the
Baptist Union in Broadstone and so they made
their spiritual home with us. Dennis and Joan
were very active members of the congregation
with Dennis preaching regularly before ill health
forced him to stop.
Those who came into contact with Dennis and
Joan will remember their gentle love for
everybody met and a living example of the holy
spirit working. Despite failing health, Dennis
never complained and was always very
positive. The only two things that would
concern him were being separated from his
beloved Joan and not being able to join in the
worship of his Lord.
They will be very much missed by Michael,
Stephen and Mark , their partners Linda , Oscar
and Helen and their families and by us all.
Roy King-Underwood

Church Life in pictures...
Right: Proud parents Chris and AnneMarie Lawrence with our Minister on the
recent baptism of Jacob Patrick (Jake) ,
brother of (l to r) Millie and Finn .

Below right: Staircase to Heaven? No - it’s men at work
during the recent AV installation; see report on page 7

Above : Our Minister found time to ‘safety-check’
the equipment at the CTiB tent during the recent
Broadstone JAM.
Meanwhile (below), play dough was a popular
attraction during a busy afternoon.

“Summer, Summer, Summertime, Time to sit back and unwind” the 1991 worldwide smash
hit from Will Smith. Yes, it’s that time of year again,
to sit back and unwind with friends at our annual
summer BBQ hosted by the Oasis ladies. The
British rain was up to its usual antics (see photo
left) ….. ….. nevertheless over 50 people came and
had fellowship in the hall socializing and spending
time nattering! There was a whole array of food on
offer from sizzling sausages to mouth watering
burgers, refreshing crisp salads to fresh baked
bread rolls, finger-licking chicken to juicy lamb
kofters….Yummy! To top it off we had lots of
scummy deserts and closed with a very moving
prayer.
Saz Holland

Revisiting Frankenthal
In this second review of the Twinning Visit made
last April, we show some more photos of the visit
along with some of the Prayers said at our
Sunday Twinning Service in the Zwölf-ApostelKirche.
Almighty God, today we are here joined with our
friends in worshipping you. Thank you that
through our twinning this service is a special time,
remembering our Lord as he travelled to a most
terrible death on the cross for us. Help us to
understand and learn more from this service
today.
This we pray through Jesus Christ our Lord.
Amen.
Father God, we thank you that we can meet in
peace and fellowship, and that our visit can
strengthen the partnership between our two
churches.
We remember that there are many areas in the
world where there is conflict rather than peace,
especially Syria, Ukraine, Israel and Palestine.
We pray for the people caught up in conflict and
that your Grace will help their leaders find a road
to peace and reconciliation.
Amen

Above:
Caroline and Uwe pleased
to be sharing fellowship

Right:
BURC and ZAK friends
outside BASF in
Ludwigshafen

Caroline in the pulpit at Zwölf-Apostel-Kirche

Martin Casey presents
the gift of a devotional
candle to Dekanin
Sieglinde Ganz-Walther

Left top: Part of the ZAK-BURC group while visiting the
former church of Pfarrer Uwe Laux.
Left bottom: Eberbach Monastery was one of the sights
we went to see. Our tour concluded with the combined
group singing in the Abbey: a moving experience for all.

As we come up to Easter we think about new life and
renewal. We can see it happening all around us in the
beautiful blossom and new plant growth. Your Son gave
His life so that we too could be renewed. Give us the
vision to renew and strengthen our two churches and
teach us how we can each contribute our talents to
extend the path of Christianity in our changing societies so
that many more people may come to know Your unending
love.
Amen
God,
While we may be pleased that [through the twinning] we
can contribute towards reconciliation, even friendship
between nations, we must also be aware that elsewhere
wars are again becoming possible. We ask you, Lord, to
give to those who wield power in such places, and to those
who would oppose them, the will and the strength to
resolve their differences peacefully.

Fun at Praizin’ Hands Pop-In

Mission House Report
The Lord came and stood there, calling as at the
other times, “Samuel! Samuel!”
Then Samuel said, “Speak, for your servant is
listening.”
And the Lord said to Samuel: “See, I am about to
do something in Israel that will make the ears of
everyone who hears about it tingle.”
1 Samuel 3:10-11 (NIV)

What can I say about the last 10 months in the
Netherlands!? I can say, it has been an incredible
unforgettable experience, a giant learning curve
and a real blessing from God. I think Samuel
would say the same thing. Why did 9 people
around Europe go to Amsterdam? For career
changes, new cultures, new languages, different
opportunities, make new friends, learn about
yourself / strengths / weaknesses, something for
the future, looking for a challenge, make a
difference………..hundreds of reasons! My main
reason, I really felt God calling me to test out my
vocation into Christian service and to follow His
path for me into ministry. “Speak, for your servant
is listening”, God answered most definitely with
the Mission House!
There have been times of hardship and suffering,
Jurate leaving, homesickness, experienced
religious conflict …….despite the lows I was
fortunate to be blessed with lots of highs. Some
of my highlights of the Mission House were, EVS
training, working in different placements, visiting
Bijlmerbajes prison complex, celebrating King’s
day / Liberation / Veteran day, visiting Belgium,
New Year’s eve, finding three churches (Hillsong,
Krijtberg, St Nicolaas), making friends, Victoria’s
CWM intern visit, URC CYDO’s visit, leaving
party, going deeper into ministry.
I have learnt a lot from being in the
Netherlands…….learning new skills, discovering
myself as a person, facing challenges I wouldn’t
have imaged doing, using and learning from my
strengths and weaknesses, learning about my
faith and God, space to think and grow, finding
new passions. The whole experience wouldn’t be
possible without God’s strength and his
guidance. Learning to be reliant on Him and
obedient and I am nothing without him. My faith
is my backbone and I can’t live without it. There
is no replacement for spending time with people
and showing that you care, that God cares.
Would like to say a huge thank you to you all for
your prayers, support and words of
encouragement. Really has helped and very
much appreciated.
What’s happening in the future? Lydia is
changing career from children’s work to study

L to R: Ruth White Wessex CYDO, Hannah, Merit,
Lydia, Daniel, Laure and Saz, at the Mission House

social work. Hannah is going to study medical
science in London and train to be a doctor. Merit
will go into kindergarten work with an internship.
Daniel, Heike and Laure are hoping to go to
university to study. Spyros is hoping to find work
in Athens. We are all excited to seek God’s will in
new and vibrant ways confident of his call,
convinced of his goodness and relying on his
strength through times of suffering and times
of joy.
In the story of Samuel, God called Samuel
several times when he was a young boy. He
accepted his call and stepped out in faith to
follow God. During his life, he became a judge
and a prophet, he anointed Saul as king, and he
led Israel from the system of judges to its first
monarchy, experienced scarring battles, conflict,
grief and jealousy, family corruptions…..and later
he anointed David while keeping obedient and
putting God first in everything he did. His integrity
prevented him from taking advantage of his
authority. His first loyalty was to God, regardless
of what people or king thought of him. There is
much to learn from the life of Samuel, a great
man of faith, obedience and prayer.
We may allow other things or people to occupy
our hearts, but God will always remain sovereign.
The world may look on us hopelessly when we
remain strong in our faith. However, we can be
confident that God will justify those who have
remained faithful to His Word. We can step out in
faith and embrace opportunities God is calling us
to undertake to glorify him, for the greater good
and ultimately for His Kingdom come. We have
much to learn and explore as children of God in a
world of new opportunities! Lets bear in our
minds……….“Speak, for your servant is
listening.” May God bless you all.
Saz Holland

Charity Craftwork
Over the last few months we have been talking
about organising a time of fellowship and coffee,
but with a purpose – the purpose being to use that
time for the benefit of other people, people with
fewer blessings than ourselves.
We felt that
anything that can be ‘crafted’ easily in the company
of others could be done, as long as it is being done
for a charity.
Already a number of folk knit for Operation
Christmas Child; the speaker at our Harvest Supper
is to be from The Sailors’ Society, who are happy to
receive woolly hats for sailors and their families.
We have visited a group who knit for Preemies UK,
making clothes for premature babies and also we
are hoping that some people will make Prayer
Shawls, throws or scarves which can be given to
people who have troubles and worries.
As Dilys Lawrence brought to our church meeting,
there is an organisation which distributes dresses to
young girls overseas, dresses which can be made
from a pillowcase.
So – break out your knitting needles, crochet hooks,
sewing needles or any other craft tools that you
may use and join us every other Wednesday,
beginning on 6 August in the Waterman Lounge
from 10 am to 12 noon.
If you would like a lift to the group or require further

Report of June Church Meeting
The meeting opened with a bible reading and
prayers on the General Assembly theme of
‘Drinking Deeply’.
Dennis and Joan Banfield were remembered as
well as other church family members who were
unwell.
Two LMMR leaflets were introduced as reminders
of the agreed direction of our church and a
summary of the key actions. Caroline encouraged
everyone to participate in prayer and practical
action as they felt led. The leaflets will be
circulated to church members and adherents.
Mike and Jean Wanstall’s transfer to our church
membership was unanimously agreed .
Offers were invited for the vacant Health & Safety
Officer and Manse Property Representative posts.
Reports were made on the Grouping meeting,
Synod Safeguarding Training Day, Dementia
Awareness Workshop and Property and
Maintenance.
Thanks were expressed to Martin Casey and
David Holland for the successful installation of the
Audio Visual system now in full use.
Other items were Sunday parking improvements,
guidelines for communion bread and plans for
knitting and craft afternoons.
Roy King-Underwood

information or have any wool that the group could
use, please contact one of us.
Marion Pauley (01202 673979) and Pat Johnson
(01202 694747)

Postscript
While looking for information for the group, I
came across the following prayer and thought
that it would be of interest because of our
Harvest offering for The Sailors’ Society.
23rd Psalm for the Sea
The Lord is my pilot. I shall not drift. He
lighteth me across the dark water. He steereth
me in deep channels. He keepeth my log. He
guideth me by the star of holiness for His
Name’s sake.
Yea, though I sail mid the thunders and
tempests of life, I will dread no danger, for
Thou art with me, Thy love and Thy care
shelter me.
Thou preparest a harbour before me in the
homeland of eternity. Thou anointest the
waves with oil. My ship rideth calmly.
Surely sunlight and starlight shall favour me in
the voyage I take, and I will rest in the port of
my God for ever.
John Roberts 1874
Submitted by Pat Johnson

AUDIO VISUAL SYSTEM UPDATE
continued from back page
flexibility to allow for future needs.
The
projection system provides a means of
enhancing our worship and we are now
learning how to use it to the best advantage.
We are grateful to those who have commented
already on what we are doing. Please keep the
comments coming to enable us to improve our
use of the system. (Also, any good ideas
gathered from other churches that you visit
would be well received!)
Martin Casey

Cycling in Dorset
Round and round
Up and down
Feet pumping
Heart bumping
Sweating palms
Aching thighs
How much further
up this rise?
The top at last!
Aargh! False hope,

Another peak
beyond this dip.
Pedal, pedal
One last push,
Yes, I made it!
And down I rush.
(repeat many, many
times)
(Well, this is Dorset)
Cecilia Casey

Beautiful Music in Beautiful Churches

Audio Visual System Update

This is the aim of the recently formed Dorset
Chamber Choir, which from September will be
changing its rehearsal venue to BURC on
Monday evenings. Our repertoire is largely a
cappella, although we also perform with organ
accompaniment. We give concerts of sacred
music in various Dorset churches as well as some
places further afield. For instance, the choir
travelled to the Cherbourg peninsula at Easter
time, and gave concerts in an Abbey and a
another wonderful ancient church - a very uplifting
experience for the choir members, and hopefully
for the French folk who came along to listen to us.
Having tried out a few locations, we are all agreed
that BURC is an excellent place to sing to the
glory of God - as well as having a very good
piano, according to our accompanist!

I trust that members and friends have noticed that
the new sound and projection systems are now
installed! They have been a long time coming but
they are finally here. We set out to improve the
sound system, set up a permanent projection
system and tidy up the family corner where the
sound equipment previously was – which I believe
we can say we have achieved. Our installers,
Future Media Systems of Christchurch, did an
excellent job of providing systems to meet our
requirements, and I thank them for the significant
time spent in discussion before the installation as
well as for the work itself. I have accepted the
system from them and sent a letter of thanks on
behalf of the church, and we have paid the bill.
There are still some finishing touches needed,
which we will complete before long. I would like to
thank the many people in the church who have
contributed to the project, not least by providing
their thoughts and ideas, reviewing specifications,
debating the ways in which we could use the
system and making donations large and small to
cover the cost.
As we said in the AV Update leaflet earlier in the
year, this is an investment in time and money to
improve our church and how we can convey our
message; it is a means to that end, not an end in
itself. The PA sound quality has been improved
and the sound system has greater capability and

On Saturday 13th September, our leader, David
Everett, a renowned local choir director and
composer (who also directs the Broadstone
Choir), will be holding a Choral Workshop at the
Church, from 10.30 to 4.00 approx.
The
workshop is open to anyone interested for the
modest sum of £15, although it helps if you have
some choral experience and can sight read music
at least a bit. For further information see our
website at dorsetchamberchoir.com or just ask
me.
Patricia Alexander, Choir Member

Continued on previous page

Items for the October/November 2014 issue of Pathway
should be given to Jim Tudor by Sunday 20th September 2014
Weekly Activities
Sunday

10.30 am Morning Service and Junior Church

Minister:
Revd. Caroline Vodden
Tel: 01202 601103
Evening Service 2nd & 4th Sundays email: minister@broadstoneurc.org
Holy Communion celebrated 1st Sunday
in the month

6.30 pm

Tuesday

Points of Contact

2nd Sunday: Holy Communion
4th Sunday: Worship and The Word':
a time of informal praise, worship and
discussion

12.30 pm ‘Oasis’ House Group (3rd in month)

Wednesday 2.00 pm

Toddler Group

Church Secretaries: Mrs Isobel Evans
& Mrs Janet Meachin
email: secretary@broadstoneurc.org
Organist:
Mr Martin Casey
email: music@broadstoneurc.org

Thursday 10.00 am Ladies’ Open House (2 groups)
Treasurer:
Mr Martin Sales
(alternate weeks)
email: treasurer@broadstoneurc.org
2.30 pm Women’s Network - at Methodist Church
Editor:
Mr Jim Tudor
8.00 pm Music Group
Friday
Saturday

email: pathway@broadstoneurc.org

9.45 am – 10.15 am Prayer Group
5.00 - 7.30 pm Pop-In Express (2nd in month) Web: www.broadstoneurc.org

Monthly Church Meeting - contact Church Secretary for details.
Twice-monthly Home Groups - see weekly news-sheet for details.

Praise you in this storm – Casting Crowns

Abraham being radical!

I was sure by now
God, You would have reached down
And wiped our tears away
Stepped in and saved the day
But once again, I say "Amen", and it's still raining

Abraham and three strangers – Genesis 18. The
Lord appeared again to Abraham, he was sitting at
the entrance to his tent during the hottest part of
the day. He looked up and noticed three men
standing nearby. When he saw them, he ran to
meet them and welcomed them. “My lord,” he
said, “if it pleases you, stop here for a while. So
Abraham ran to the tent and said to Sarah, “Hurry!
Get three large measures of your best flour, knead
it into dough, and bake some bread.” Then he ran
out to the herd and chose a tender calf and gave it
to his servant, who quickly prepared it. When the
food was ready, Abraham took some yogurt and
milk and the roasted meat, and he served it to the
men.

As the thunder rolls
I barely hear You whisper through the rain
"I'm with You"
And as Your mercy falls
I raise my hands and praise the God who gives
And takes away
I remember when
I stumbled in the wind
You heard my cry
You raised me up again
My strength is almost gone
How can I carry on
If I can't find You
As the thunder rolls
I barely hear You whisper through the rain
"I'm with You"
And as Your mercy falls
I raise my hands and praise the God who gives
And takes away
I lift my eyes unto the hills
Where does my help come from?
My help comes from the Lord
The Maker of Heaven and Earth
I'll praise You in this storm
And I will lift my hands
For You are who You are
No matter where I am
Every tear I've cried
You hold in Your hand
You never left my side
And though my heart is torn
I will praise You in this storm
Though my heart is torn
I will praise You in this storm
Submitted by Saz Holland

Churches like to think of themselves as welcoming
and friendly places, but few of us would ever
dream of taking our hospitality to the lengths of
Abraham does. Three complete strangers pass his
campsite, and he treats them as VIP’s! It's
certainly not a question of a brief chat over a cup
of tea and perhaps a piece of cake. He makes
them feel comfortable, personally makes
arrangements for a substantial meal, presumably
entertains them while it is being prepared, and
then serves them himself. From our recent
completion of the LMMR process, we were looking
at how our church can move forward in today’s
society, changing of the churches structure, to be
more inviting and welcoming to all ages, to
facilitate new activities, to reach out to people who
feel called to undertake roles within the church
and above all to discern God’s will and to glorify
him. It’s a continuous process which can be
strenuous work and we can always turn to God in
prayer daily for his strength, guidance and his
mercy on us all.
Now back to the story of Abraham, most of the
time such levels of hospitality are not called for,
and in our society pressing strangers to stay might
be considered slightly strange, if not downright
odd. There may be times when it is the right thing
to do, and if we strive to be open to strangers,
making our welcome genuine and generous, then
the chances are that we will offer hospitality at the
appropriate level. Even so, Abraham’s response
reminds us that we should not leave hospitality
just to those who always do it, the catering
committee or whoever. Everyone at Broadstone
can play a part in being hospitable. Don’t wait for
someone else to make the tea or offer a stranger
a seat at your table: be ready to do what you can
to entertain and welcome our brothers and sisters
in Christ to our friendly community in Broadstone.
Matthew 25: 35 I was hungry and you gave me
food, I was thirsty and you gave me drink, I was a
stranger and you welcomed me. God bless.
Saz Holland

Hearts ablaze
Beautiful Lord,
may we say “yes” to you
so that the Spirit in our hearts
will once again be set ablaze.
Spirit of Wisdom, guide our actions so they tell
of God’s love.
Spirit of Truth, open our eyes to see the world as
it really is.
Spirit of Power, enthuse us to work for justice
throughout the world.
Spirit of Love, inspire us to respect the dignity of
each person.
Come, Holy Spirit, fill the hearts of your faithful.
Come, Holy Spirit, fill our hearts.
Come, Holy Spirit, fill us.
Come, Holy Spirit.
Come.
Stephen Davies
submitted by Saz Holland

