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Caring and Sharing in
the Local Community

Dear Friends
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he Christmas season is upon us. The planning
may have taken place but much still needs to
be done.
t this time of year I often re-read A Christmas
Carol by Charles Dickens. The familiar story of
Ebenezer Scrooge, the world-weary character who
sticks rigidly to tried and trusted methods to
maintain his lifestyle, and Bob Cratchit, whose faith
in the innate goodness of others helps him to
overcome life’s challenges. The book features the
three ghosts who mirror our views of Christmas.
e all have faded but cherished memories of
our Christmas past. For me it includes the
Christmas tree with candles, too dangerous to light,
and electric lights which each year we arrange
around the tree hoping they still worked. At
Sunday School the selection of Joseph, Mary,
three Kings, an angel, along with all the others
being shepherds to ensure they are included, all
wearing old towels as a token of Middle Eastern
dress style.
hristmas present (and near past) involves
traipsing through the Peak District to Milldale
Chapel, for one of only three services a year, late
on Christmas Eve’s afternoon. The service of
lesson and carols by candle light – no electricity in
this building! The small chapel is full to the extent
that the only door is open for those who cannot
squeeze in and at the conclusion of the service we
make our wary way slowly down the hill by
torchlight. That evening in Ashbourne there is the
chance to hear my nephew playing carols on his
tuba in the market place, along with other members
of the town brass band.
hristmas future involves time spent Christmas
shopping as we become more perplexed with
finding suitable presents – it was so much easier
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when they were young! The final post arrives and
a card arrives from the person we left off our list –
why didn’t I send them one? Then the joys of
motorway travelling, or entertaining relatives with
restricted dietary needs we must not forget.
hristmas is such a familiar time with a familiar
story. We allow the Wise Men to arrive while
the shepherds are still at the manger. Boxing Day,
with the opportunity to wear several layers of
clothing, as we emerge in the outdoor sunlight
before returning to decide what next to do with the
turkey.
o what are we to make of Christmas? Despite
the cynicism and antagonism shown towards
our Christian faith it is a time when people can
reflect on the Christmas story. For most, but not
all, a brief respite from the world of work. The
Victorians created a world of trees and holly but
also of care for others.
he soft drinks company has taken St Nicholas
and given him a colourful, rotund, but goodhumoured persona. We should, like Bob Cratchit,
enjoy the occasion along with our family and
friends, but also with Scrooge we should evaluate
our priorities and relationships, and acknowledge
that we are not too old to spend this time modifying
our ways.

C
S

T

Happy Christmas

Martin Sales
Dates for Your Diary

Christmas Festival Service

Candlelight Carol Service
Christmas Day Joint Worship
(with Broadstone Methodists)
at BURC

Carol Praise Service
Church New Year Party

20 Dec
10.30am
6.30pm
25 Dec
10.30am
27 Dec
10.30am
9 Jan 2016

FAMILY NEWS
We remember in our prayers those who are or
have recently been unwell and/or in hospital: Ann
Blendell, Pat Harding, Tom and Pauline
Jenkins, Sheila McMahon, Gwyneth Maling,
John and Pam Mogg, and Betty Wilson.
We also pray for Revd Betty Williams and family
on the recent death of Basil Williams.

A Christmas Gift for the Church
Once again in 2015 we have enjoyed a
number of fundraising events including
roast lunches, open gardens, and a quiz
evening. These events together with
sales of books, apples, Avon products
and filled Smarties tubes have all
contributed to a total so far of
£1,228.90.
If you have been unable to support
these occasions so far and feel that
you would like to give a gift to the
church then there will be an
opportunity to do so in December as a
Christmas gift.
Special envelopes will be left in the
pews.
Thank you to everyone who has
contributed and supported our events
in any way.
A Happy Christmas to you all.

MONTHLY PRAYER DIARY
Suggestions for each day of the month from
the Prayer Focus Group
1st All those involved with supporting the
churches during the period of ministerial
transition
2nd Church members, adherents & families
3rd The sick: housebound or in hospital
4th Organisations using our church premises
5th Those with employment problems or
facing redundancy
6th Elders, sidespersons & welcomers
7th Local schools & teachers
8th Age Concern: local shop & day centres
9th Carers for those in need
10th Those needing care at home or in
residential homes
11th URC churches: local & nationwide
12th Children and Youth workers
13th Health & Emergency Services
14th Church finances & the church treasurer
15th Mission Committee & our overseas
interests
16th Toddler Group
17th Young people’s work & outreach
18th Our local MP & national government
19th Church administration & the church
secretaries
th
20 The homeless & those working locally to
support them
21st Local businesses, shops, surgeries &
libraries
22nd Worldwide church & mission
organisations
rd
23 Families: especially those facing
difficulties
24th Our councillors & local government
25th Local ‘Churches Together’
26th Retired members of our community
27th The Zwölf-Apostel-Kirche, Frankenthal &
its partnership with Broadstone URC
28th Relief work for national and international
disasters
29th Christians facing harassment &
persecution
30th &
31st Thanksgiving for all our daily provisions

Patrick and Ann Harding thank all our
Church friends for their good wishes,
prayers, support and flowers during a
difficult year, health wise, and during
Pat's recent spell in hospital

Fun at Advent Pop-In

Shoe Box Appeal 2015
56 boxes for Operation Christmas Child
were brought to Morning Service on
Sunday 15th November along with
knitted hats and scarves (below right)
made by the church's knitting group
'Yarn with Yarn'. Christmas cards for
each box were made by the Pop-In
Express
Youth
Club at a
'Packing
and Pizza'
evening.

Fun at Harvest Pop-In (continued)

Inductions for Salisbury with Broad Chalke, and
Andover Pastorates

Inductions for Salisbury with Broad
Chalke, and Andover Pastorates
In early November, I was fortunate to attend
Induction service held at Salisbury URC for
the above pastorates. (see photo on page
opposite) The Revds Ana and Tod Gobledale
were inducted to the Salisbury with Broad
Chalke pastorate. Also, during the same
service, Revd Tom Grant was inducted to
Andover in addition to his current pastorates
of Salisbury with Broad Chalke.
The Moderator welcomed us to the special
occasion and commenced the service with a
Call to Worship. We sung ‘God of Grace and
God of Glory’ with lots of power and might.
During the service, we had Statement of
Purpose, promises, Presentation of the
Candidates, Affirmations, Narrative of the
Call while experiencing the realisation and
grandeur of this special occasion.
The sermon, based on Mark 4 1-13 and 1
Corinthians 3 4-11, was given by Rev
Michele Mahon and was very thoughtprovoking, vibrant and powerful.
Later,
prayers were said, had greetings and right
hand of fellowship, benediction and several
songs.

Bonfire Night
Bonfire night is one of those occasions
which bring members of the community to
church in all weathers! Which it did! Over
50 people came to view the spectacular
fireworks which Tim and Emily led. We had
a chance to keep warm as we could stand
around the bonfire playing with sparklers
whiles catching up with old friends and
making new. Later on in the evening we
had baked potatoes with lots of yummy
fillings and a hearty homemade soup
cooked by the two Janets and the team. To
top it off, there was a large range of homemade cakes to indulge in!
Saz Holland

Exodus 24:17 (NLT) - To the Israelites at
the foot of the mountain, the glory of the
Lord appeared at the summit like a
consuming fire.

Going to this special occasion was for me a
real blessing from God: meeting all people’s
backgrounds and cultures, a chance to grow
in faith, having fellowship, worshipping God
as one body and ultimately to be the sowers
of the earth scattering seeds of faith to all
God’s people.
Saz Holland

1 Corinthians 3 (NCV) 8 ‘The one who plants
and the one who waters have the same
purpose, and each will be rewarded for his
own work. 9 We are God’s workers, working
together; you are like God’s farm, God’s
house.’
Reproduced by permission

Christmas Prayers
A few days before Christmas, two young
brothers were spending the night at their
grandparent's house. When it was time to go
to bed, and anxious to do the right thing, they
both knelt down to say their prayers.
Suddenly, the younger one began to do so in a
very loud voice.
"Dear Lord, please ask Santa Claus to bring

me a play-station, a mountain-bike and a
telescope."
His older brother leaned over and nudged his
brother and said, "Why are you shouting your
prayers? God isn't deaf."
"I know" he replied, "But Grandma is!"
[With apologies to grandparents - and others who still believe in Santa Claus.]

The Rainbow Christmas Eve
It is during the weeks just before Christmas that
we remember the death of Nelson Mandela, who
died on 5th December 2013.
He devoted his whole life to
changing the cruel system in
South Africa which deprived
so many people of their
human rights.
This is my memory of a very
special Christmas Eve Carol
Service in 1952 which I
enjoyed with friends. It was
held in a huge sports stadium
on the outskirts of Cape
Town.
“One shilling, please, and here is your candle
and your carol sheet.”
“One shilling Madame, thank you”.
“Please take a candle, one shilling each, Sir”
We paid our money, clutched our candles and
filed slowly through the gates.
The signs reading: “Nie Blankes” and “Blankes”
were nowhere to be seen but people were
chattering and hardly noticed.
We found a space on the grass, spread a picnic
rug and sat in a group. The slopes of the huge
sports stadium were filling up quickly with
families, parties of friends, elderly couples, some
youth groups in uniform, schoolchildren with their
teachers and carers. Here a Malay family,
nearby a Chinese group, Asian, African, many
coloured people (mixed race), white families with
their small children, some with a girl from a
different racial group to help look after them.

Several clergymen welcomed us all in different
languages.
The conductor rose, the band
started to play a well known
carol and the singing of the
huge crowd began, our
voices echoing around the
stadium.
The change from dusk to
darkness arrives swiftly in
Africa.
At an appropriate
moment the master of
cere monie s made the
announcement for which we
had all been waiting: “Ladies
and gentlemen, please light your candles now”.
The stadium sprang into light, an enormous
magical oval of gently flickering candles,
breathtaking and never forgotten.
A choir of black boys sang a carol in Xhosa.
Then we all joined our voices again for the carols
known to so many people around the world. The
contribution by a choir from the Cathedral
included a descant, their voices high and sweet
like bells ringing through the still, warm evening.
We all sang the last hymn. There was a blessing
and a goodwill wish to us all for a Happy
Christmas. We blew out our candles and went
home.
During the apartheid years I was often distressed
about the hatred and bitterness which developed
in that beautiful country after I returned to the
UK. The Rainbow Christmas Eve was so special
and such a memorable experience that I have
never forgotten it and am still able to picture it in
my mind and write about it even after all these
years.
Eileen Thurston

Expectations
“Is there anybody there?”, said the Traveller,
knocking on the moonlit door. (Walter de la Mare)

The traveller expected someone to be in the
house, to have everything ready and welcoming
for when he arrived. Do you feel the same about
church each Sunday? I do.
Caroline is no longer with us but I still expect the
Church to be open, welcoming, and well lit. I
expect there to be flowers and music, and my
donation to be collected and counted. Of course,
arrangements will have to be made to take the
service. Afterwards, I will go with everyone into
the hall, expecting coffee and tea to be served

and tables and chairs to be set out for us. When
we have all gone home, I expect someone will
make sure that everything is tidy and the church
is locked up safely. Until next Sunday?
“Is anybody there?” Yes, throughout the week,
a team of people will give up their time freely to
make sure that God’s house is ready for the rest
of us to just ‘turn up’ every Sunday to worship,
praise God and enjoy fellowship together.
I am truly grateful for all their hard work on our
behalf. Are you?
Ann Scriven

CPAS Growing Leaders Course, Wessex Synod
This is my command—be strong and
courageous! Do not be afraid or discouraged.
For the Lord your God is with you wherever you
go. – Joshua 1 v9 (New Living Translation)
At last year’s Wessex Synod meeting, the
Development & Support Officer Revd Mary
Thomas, encouraged Synod with a Leadership
programme which was being facilitated by
CPAS for the first time. The Growing Leaders
course focuses on developing leaders across
the life of the church, providing practical
resources for running a leadership development
plan. Now completed! Over the nine months, I
had attended sessions with a group of people in
Southampton learning about leadership,
discovering new gifts, knowledge and history of
Biblical leaders, to discern God’s calling, to grow
stronger in faith and action and to become the
person that God wants me to be. The course
covered three main elements in Christian
Leadership: 1. Firm Foundation; 2. Key Skills; 3.
Keeping Faithful….which ranged from
establishing identity to developing character,
staying fresh to continuing well, discerning
direction to clarifying call, leading together to
learning styles. We were encouraged to read
through the book written by James Lawrence
which comes with the course, to put the theory
into practice, to discuss and reflect on God’s
leading.

It takes a lot of courage to become a leader,
discerning God’s will and becoming the person
who God wants us to be. The story of Esther
comes to mind…….if the king knew who Queen
Esther really was, she might have died. But she
knew it was right to speak up for her people, the
Israelites. Even though she didn’t know what
would happen to her, she told the king the truth
and asked for his help. God was with Esther
when she faced the king. Because of Esther’s
actions, her people were saved from death!
The Bible says we can have courage because
God is always with us (Joshua 1:9). God will
never leave us or forget us (Hebrews 13:5). We
might get asked to do a job that we think is too
hard. A person with courage will try his very best
to do what he’s been asked to do. If we are
afraid of what our friends might think, we might
not talk about Jesus or what we learned at
church. Courage helps us make the right
decisions and live a life that pleases God.
Whenever we feel afraid, ask God for courage
and he will bless with his presence surrounding
us.
I do really encourage you to take part in the
Growing Leaders course which the Wessex
Synod will be facilitating again in Sept 2016. If
interested, please speak to your Elder, Church
Secretaries or myself. God bless.
Saz Holland

Thank You from Children of Fiji
Margaret and Peter Long write:

We are writing to thank you very much indeed for the cheque we received in today's post.
We really appreciate all the support we have received from Broadstone United Reformed
Church and ask that you pass on our thanks and best wishes to members of the congregation.
We have only recently returned from our latest visit to Fiji. Apart from some early frustration
with customs and the authorities in general we had a very successful time.
We were able to distribute almost 200 school bags, containing exercise books, pencils, pens, crayons, ruler,
maths set lunch box and plastic drinks container, on behalf of the organisation School in a Bag. We also had
lots of preschool resources donated by Treats Toy Library in Bere Regis, which we delivered to kindergartens all
over Fiji. We took gifts for new-born babies into rural hospitals and more solar lanterns for families in remote
villages with no electricity.
Alter many months of asking and waiting, we have finally secured the signed letter that commits the Fiji
Government to their share of the funding for the Korotari Bridge project. This means that construction should
begin in the next few weeks and before too long the children in that area of Vanua.
Levu will no longer have to wade through the river each day on their way to and from school.
Many thanks once again.
With our very best wishes to you all for a happy and peaceful Christmas.
Kind regards

Margaret and Peter

Items for the February/March 2016 issue of Pathway
should be given to Jim Tudor by Sunday 31st January 2016
Weekly Activities
Sunday

Points of Contact

10.30 am Morning Service and Junior Church

Holy Communion celebrated 1st Sunday Minister: vacant
Tel: 01202 601103
in the month

6.30 pm Evening Service 2nd & 4th Sundays email: minister@broadstoneurc.org

2nd Sunday: Holy Communion
4th Sunday: Worship and The Word':
Church Secretaries: Mrs Isobel Evans
informal praise, worship and discussion
& Mrs Janet Meachin

Tuesday 12.30 pm ‘Oasis’ House Group (3rd in month)
Wednesday 10.00am Yarn with Yarn Craft Group
(alternate weeks)

2.00 pm
Thursday 10.00 am

Toddler Group
Ladies’ Open House (2 groups)
(alternate weeks)

Friday
Saturday

email: secretary@broadstoneurc.org
Organist:
Mr Martin Casey
email: music@broadstoneurc.org
Treasurer:
Mr Martin Sales
email: treasurer@broadstoneurc.org

2.30 pm
Women’s Network - at Methodist Church
8.00 pm
Music Group
Editor:
Mr Jim Tudor
email: pathway@broadstoneurc.org
9.45 am - 10.15 am Prayer Group
7.00pm - 9.00pm Friday Get-Together (alt weeks)
Web: www.broadstoneurc.org
5.00 - 7.30 pm Pop-In Express (2nd in month)

Monthly Church Meeting - contact Church Secretary for details.
Twice-monthly Home Groups - see weekly news-sheet for details.

