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Dear Friends

A

dvent is the start of the church year – so
Happy New Year! The Christian life is about
new beginnings, great and small – from simply
saying ‘today is the start of the rest of my life’ to the
most profound of re-creations. With new starts
come new opportunities, and indeed vice versa.
The pattern of our yearly cycle of festivals and
seasons provides an opportunity for nourishment
and growth through looking afresh at the narrative
provided for us; and Advent is one such time.

W

“Through him all things were made; without
him nothing was made that has been made.
In him was life, and that life was the light of
all humankind.
The light shines in the
darkness, and the darkness has not
overcome it.”
“There was a man sent from God whose
name was John. He came as a witness to
testify concerning that light, so that through
him all might believe. He himself was not the
light; he came only as a witness to the light.
The true light that gives light to everyone
was coming into the world.”

T

his season of Advent provides an opportunity
to ponder again on this new beginning, to look
for further understanding of God coming as a baby
in Jesus.
In Advent, we have that time of
anticipation, leading to the first coming, in the birth
in Bethlehem. So familiar is the story to us – but
no more comprehensible for that – always there
are elements to ponder. We are privileged to have
the opportunity this, and every, Advent to "treasure
these things and ponder on them" in our hearts, as
Mary did, quietly contemplating the face of the
Christ-Child and the events that surrounded His
birth.

T

he theme of ‘darkness into light’ is sometimes
used for concerts at Advent. It provides an
opportunity to select music that describes or
reflects that transition or pathway. We may have a
reasonably aligned understanding of ‘darkness', be
it mental anguish or spiritual separation, triggered
by natural disaster, human depravity, world events
– perhaps political or ecological – or the problems
on our own doorstep. There is no shortage of
events to cause us concern. Our concept of light is
perhaps less easy to put into words being more
personal, part of our ongoing search rather than
force of circumstance.
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e will hear these words this season (from
John 1):

H

ow well illuminated do we feel at the moment?
Let’s take more than a moment this season to
‘walk into the light’, or choose another analogy
that’s real to you, to describe a next action on the
voyage into the presence of God, particularly at this
time when we celebrate and reflect on God in
Jesus coming into the time and space of
humankind.

MA Happy, Healthy and Blessed 2017.
ay we be blessed on our Advent journey!

Martin Casey
Dates for Your Diary

Christmas Festival Service

18 Dec
10.30am
Candlelight Carol Service
6.30pm
United Holy Communion
24 Dec
at BURC
11.30pm
Christmas Day Joint Worship
25 Dec
at Broadstone Methodist Church 10.30am
Carol Praise Service
27 Dec
10.30am
CTiB Service for Week of Prayer 22 Jan
For Christian Unity
3.45pm for
at BURC
4.30pm

FAMILY NEWS
We remember in our prayers those who are or have
recently been unwell and/or in hospital: Mhairi
Allen, Betty Bricknell, John Evans, Eileen
Goodbody, Ann Harding, June and Cecil
Lawrence, Ann Longley, John Mogg, and Pat
Snow.
Congratulations ...
to Kathryn Dyer and Benjamin Twist on their
marriage in Bath, on 20th November. (See photo
opposite.)
to Siobhan Pauley on her recent appearance at
New York’s famous Carnegie Hall. (See photo and
story opposite)

Thank You ...
Thank you for the warm welcome we
have been given by our new Church
Family. Everyone is so kind and
helpful and we are beginning to put
names to faces.
In time we hope to make a real
contribution to the ongoing
Christian life in BURC.

Val, Jean, Ruth, Linda, Anna and Betty (ex
-LMURC)

MONTHLY PRAYER DIARY
A reminder of suggestions for each day of the
month from the Prayer Focus Group
1st All those involved with supporting the
churches during the period of ministerial
transition
2nd Church members, adherents & families
3rd The sick: housebound or in hospital
4th Organisations using our church premises
5th Those with employment problems or facing
redundancy
6th Elders, sidespersons & welcomers
7th Local schools & teachers
8th Age Concern: local shop & day centres
9th Carers for those in need
10th Those needing care at home or in
residential homes
11th URC churches: local & nationwide
12th Children and Youth workers
13th Health & Emergency Services
14th Church finances & the church treasurer
15th Mission Committee & our overseas
interests
16th Toddler Group
17th Young people’s work & outreach
18th Our local MP & national government
19th Church administration & the church
secretaries
20th The homeless & those working locally to
support them
21st Local businesses, shops, surgeries &
libraries
22nd Worldwide church & mission organisations
23rd Families: especially those facing
difficulties
24th Our councillors & local government
25th Local ‘Churches Together’
26th Retired members of our community
27th The Zwölf-Apostel-Kirche, Frankenthal &
its partnership with Broadstone URC
28th Relief work for national and international
disasters
29th Christians facing harassment &
persecution
30th &
31st Thanksgiving for all our daily provisions

The Editor wishes to thank all
contributors to Pathway during
2016 and wish them and all our
readers a very Happy Christmas
and a prosperous New Year.
Reproduced with permission

Church Life in pictures...

In the serried ranks of the mass chorus (above), including
the Poole-based Barclay House Choir, is our own Siobhan
Pauley singing in the US Première (last month) of Howard
Goodall’s Requiem in New York’s famous Carnegie Hall.
To quote Siobhan’s husband Mark: “Honour to be able to
watch Siobhan Pauley at the Carnegie Hall this evening in
the chorus for Howard Goodall's Requiem … magnificent.”.

Quiz Winners, Operation Christmas
Child 2016 ...and Advent Family Pop-In
(l to r, above) Kathryn Dyer and Benjamin
Twist celebrate their recent marriage

(above) Our young people with some of the 62
boxes collected for Operation Christmas Child 2016
(below) BURC Quiz Night winners, the ‘Fairy Traders’
with their well-earned prize of chocolates.

and more photos from the Advent Family Pop-In

The 200 challenge
After our service for Sea Sunday, the members of Yarn
with Yarn set themselves the target of knitting 100 hats
and 100 neckwarmers for the Sailors’ Society by the
next Sea Sunday in July 2017.
Here we are 5 months later and, although we need
about 5 more hats, we have reached the target for
neckwarmers. Many thanks to all those who have
knitted for us both inside the group and friends of the
group, I know that once they reach the sailors, they will
be so appreciated.
Pat Johnson

Billy Graham’s New Year prayer
Our Father and our God, as we stand at the
beginning of this new year we confess our need of
Your presence and Your guidance as we face the
future. We each have our hopes and expectations
for the year that is ahead of us—but You alone
know what it holds for us, and only You can give us
the strength and the wisdom we will need to meet its
challenges. So help us to humbly put our hands into
Your hand, and to trust You and to seek Your will for
our lives during this coming year.
In the midst of life’s temptations and the pull of our
stubborn self-will, help us not to lose our way but to
have the courage to do what is right in Your sight,
regardless of the cost.
And in the midst of our daily preoccupations and
pursuits, open our eyes to the sorrows and
injustices of our hurting world, and help us to
respond with compassion and sacrifice to those who
are friendless and in need. May our constant prayer
be that of the ancient Psalmist: “Teach me, O Lord,
to follow your decrees; then I will keep them to the
end” (Psalm 119:33).
We pray for our nation and its leaders during these
difficult times, and for all those who are seeking to
bring peace and justice to our dangerous and
troubled world. We pray especially for Your

protection on all those who serve in our armed
forces, and we thank You for their commitment to
defend our freedoms, even at the cost of their own
lives. Be with their families also, and assure them of
Your love and concern for them. Bring our divided
nation together, and give us a greater vision of what
You would have us to be. Your Word reminds us
that “Blessed is the nation whose God is the
Lord” (Psalm 33:12).
As we look back over this past year we thank You
for Your goodness to us—far beyond what we have
deserved. May we never presume on Your past
goodness or forget all Your mercies to us, but may
they instead lead us to repentance, and to a new
commitment to make You the foundation and centre
of our lives this year.
And so, our Father, we thank You for the promise
and hope of this new year, and we look forward to it
with expectancy and faith. This I ask in the name of
our Lord and Saviour, who by His death and
resurrection has given us hope both for this world
and the world to come.
Amen
From: https://billygraham.org/story/billy-grahams-prayerfor-the-new-year-4/
Submitted by Saz Holland

Imagine Church - report on the Fresh Expressions
vision event held in Ringwood, 22nd October
2016
Acts 26:18 - To open their eyes, so that they may
turn from darkness to light and from the power of
Satan to God, that they may receive forgiveness
of sins and a place among those who are
sanctified by faith in me.
‘Fresh Expressions seeks to transform
communities
and individuals
through
championing, resourcing and multiplying new
ways of being church. We work with Christians
from a broad range of denominations and
traditions and the movement has resulted in
thousands of new congregations being formed
alongside more traditional churches.’ *
In October, Ringwood Trinity Centre hosted a
Fresh Expressions event. Fresh Expressions is a
truly inspirational concept for bringing church /
faith to all people………young, old, unsaved,
single-parents etc. Church can be anything from
surf shops to skateboarding, gym club to youth
club, gardening to singing, motor racing to jungle
fun house…….the list is endless!
The importance of bringing the gospel and God’s
Word is paramount as God’s kingdom is growing
greater and stronger, prophecies being full-filled
and to continue to do so. All people saved and
unsaved will experienced times of hard trials,

temptation
and
darkness from the
enemy.
And
in
these times, the
church will bring
light in to the
darkness, evil spirits
rebuked,
the
unsaved repent and every knee shall bow to
glorious return of the second coming. Praying for
revival, a spirit awakening so the unsaved can be
saved and for revelation….this is one of the key
ways we can help greatly in our service to God
which will ultimately make a real difference to the
people we meet.
There’s hundreds of opportunities for us to bring
people to faith whilst having a coffee and cake in
Costa’s, having a sing song down the local pub,
playing card games with friends, reading the
newspaper / bible on the train etc. So what’s
next? It’s time to pray hard and reflect to Pastor
Joseph Prince quote “What we need today are
not more laws to govern believers. What we need
is a greater revelation and appreciation of Jesus
and everything that He has done”.
Saz Holland
*http://www.freshexpressions.org.uk/about/whatis

WHAT DO I WISH YOU?
The family reunited,
All squabbles set aside,
Food in the larder
Knocks at the door,
Friendly faces,
Parcels piling up,
Cards from everyone you love,
Nothing forgotten,
Nothing singed,
Laughter, a little silliness,
Hugs, kisses,
Happy memories.
I wish with all my heart that
your Christmas will be all that it
was meant to be a little warmth in the depth of
winter, a light in the dark.
Author unknown
Submitted by Val Rowberry

Reproduced with permission

What do you know about the Bible Society?
A rhetorical question – What do you know about
the Bible Society? Perhaps your answer might be
‘They take in money and give out Bibles and
somewhere in the middle there are lots of
translators. What more is there to know?’
My reply could be, ‘Quite a bit, actually.’
And how does this church support the Bible
Society? Well, we have our communion collection
which once a year goes to the society, we support
Churches Together when it’s Bible Sunday; and
unless they have changed their tradition, the
Elders give a donation to Bible a Month at each
meeting and yesterday at the Pop-In, each family
was given a children’s story of the first Christmas,
some copies of which were from the Bible Society.
We live in a society where the Bible is a book
people might have heard of, but there are places
in the world where people are desperate for a
copy of the Bible. The society’s website focuses
on 3 areas at the moment through the United
Bible Societies.
In China, one million people a year become
Christians and there is a printing works which
delivers one Bible per second. They are so
desperate for Bibles.
In Africa - in the next 10 years more Christians will
be living there than on any other continent. They

are desperate for
Bibles.
The Middle East
is the third area
and here again, they are desperate for Bibles, not
only for Christians but also for ‘Muslims who are
looking for an alternative to the extreme
expression of Islam that they see around them’.
Here the Bible Society uses bibles for education,
teaching children to read, as well as offering biblebased trauma counselling.
In England and Wales, we may not be desperate
for Bibles as they are readily available, but so
many people do not see its relevance to their
lives, so that the work of the society is to bring it to
people’s notice. Volunteers go into 2,500 primary
schools with the Society’s Open the Book
programme; Bibles are given to migrants in their
own languages and to seafarers as well as being
distributed in hospitals and prisons.
So please be generous this month to the Bible
Society as they bring God’s word to people
overseas as well as at home. We may not be
desperate but there are people who are.
Pat Johnson

NB The Bible Society is the
December’s Communion Offertory

recipient

of

Flower Distribution Rota

Reproduced with permission

It's that time again to give a very big 'Thank
You' to all our regular helpers plus those who
joined us at Easter and Harvest. This year,
Ann Longley and June & Cecil Lawrence are
standing down after many years doing this
worthwhile job so a special ‘Thank You’ to
them
We are always looking for new volunteers to
continue this Ministry through Flowers, which
is always really appreciated by the recipients.
For those who don’t know, the flowers that
are donated for the Sunday services are then
taken afterwards (or on a Monday) to church
members and friends who are unwell or
celebrating a special event... or just as a
Thank You from BURC.
Please let me know if would like to join us.
Your turn only comes round every few weeks
and it is a pleasure to bring joy to our Church
Family.
Many thanks
Margaret Tudor

Money matters...
We will shortly be getting the Free Will
Offertory envelopes ready for next year and
these will be available for collection at the
back of the church during December. Using
these envelopes has two advantages –
firstly the person giving is able to budget for
their weekly offering and allow for this even
when unable to get to Sunday service, and
secondly it enables us, if you do pay Income
Tax and are willing to Gift Aid your
contributions, to ask the tax man for a
whopping 25% on top of your kind donation
– without any extra cost to yourself. (Always
a pleasure to do!)
If you are already part of the Envelope
Scheme then please pick up your allotted
pack when they are available. If you do not
currently give your offering in this way,
would you consider doing so? If you speak
to either of us, we will make the necessary
arrangements. (If you do currently Gift Aid
but you don’t think that you will be paying tax
in the future, please would you let us know
also.)
Thank you.
Val and Mick Rowberry

Christmas Offertory
This year, Christmas day falls on a
Sunday, and it will be the last Sunday of
the year.
We will not be having a
Christmas morning service and our
offering for Christmas Eve (and the Carols
by Candlelight service) will be sent to
Christian Aid.
It would help if you could place your
Christmas day offering with the offering on
18th December. This can be done using
both envelopes or by putting the total in
one!
On the subject of offering did you know
that several members give their offering
by standing order? If you would like to
join them please ask me for the banking
details.
Happy Christmas
Martin Sales (Treasurer)

Items for the February/March 2017 issue of Pathway
should be given to Jim Tudor by Tuesday 24th January 2017
Weekly Activities
Sunday

Points of Contact

10.30 am Morning Service and Junior Church

Holy Communion celebrated 1st Sunday Minister: vacant
Tel: 01202 601103
in the month

6.30 pm Evening Service - 4th Sunday only
‘Worship and The Word':

email: minister@broadstoneurc.org

informal praise, worship and discussion Church Secretaries: Mrs Isobel Evans

Tuesday 12.30 pm ‘Oasis’ House Group (3rd in month)
Wednesday 10.00am Yarn with Yarn Charity Craft Group
(alternate weeks)

2.00 pm
Thursday 10.00 am

Toddler Group
Ladies’ Open House (2 groups)
(alternate weeks)

2.30 pm
8.00 pm
Saturday

& Mrs Janet Meachin
email: secretary@broadstoneurc.org
Organist:
Mr Martin Casey
email: music@broadstoneurc.org
Treasurer:

Mr Martin Sales

Women’s Network - at Methodist Church email: treasurer@broadstoneurc.org
Music Group

Editor:
Mr Jim Tudor
5.00 - 7.30 pm Pop-In Express (2nd in month) email: pathway@broadstoneurc.org
Web: www.broadstoneurc.org

Monthly Church Meeting - contact Church Secretary for details.
Twice-monthly Ladies’ Open House Groups - see weekly news-sheet for details.

