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Dear Friends

W

e begin this month on a pretty mixed up
day. It is both one of the greatest days of
celebration and at the same time, one of the
silliest days in the whole calendar: April Fool’s
Day. I’ve done a little reading and it seems no
one really knows when or why it started. Some
suspect it was to do with an old Roman festival
of renewal when servants could control masters
and children could control their parents - sounds
interesting. I suspect that if we tried that today it
would get extremely expensive, very quickly.
The other relates to French fishing. Fish are in
plenty during April and so they were easy to
catch - foolish fish. Traditions started emerging
where people would play tricks like sticking fish
to people’s back.
y initial reaction to the clash of dates was
that it felt inappropriate, but Paul would
disagree. 1 Cor 1.18 reads that “… the message
of the cross is foolishness to those who are
perishing, but to us who are being saved it is the
power of God.” For many, believing in
resurrection is surely the result of the biggest
wind-up in history. Some ye-olde joker started a
crazy rumour and millions of people have fallen
for it, indeed given their lives for it - what fools!!
ogically, it is foolishness. Dead people do
not rise. But the preaching of the early
church went to great lengths not just to recite
the story of the resurrection morning - the early
walk to the tomb, the stone rolled away, the
grave clothes left where Jesus should be - but
also the 500 or more appearances to so many
people, those who had eaten with him, touched
him, seen him break bread, been comforted by
him, forgiven by him, empowered by him. This is
the power of God for those who are being
saved.
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esus is still alive and we are still being
saved. The life of resurrection is to be lived
day by day as we learn about our salvation and
the salvation of the world. What difference does
it make? How is the resurrection of Jesus going

to affect our lives in April and May?

T

he Romans might have been on to
something with their renewal festival. Let us
learn how to serve. Not so much about our
children taking control - though I think that would
be incredibly healthy process for just about
every church I can think of - but about us all
taking the place of children, and masters
becoming servants. Embracing this message of
‘foolishness’ with the openness of a child and
elevating a ‘heart to serve’ right to the top of our
priorities.
he French are on to something as well
(apart from great wine, cheese and bread…)
with the catching of fish. Stories of great catches
appear in the beginning and at the end of the
Gospels. Perhaps the same story is being
replayed for different emphasis but, for me,
highlighting just how important this metaphorical
activity is. In Luke 5, it is a story Jesus uses to
call the disciples into mission, In John, right at
the end, it’s their moment of realisation that it is
indeed Jesus stood on the beach, alive.
esurrection Day is certainly a huge
surprise, but it’s no joke. We are called to
follow our Saviour in new life, to live as servants
of God, ministering to the world and bringing this
great message of hope: that death has been
defeated, Jesus lives, and that same
resurrection is ours, not just in our last days, but
right here and now. Our lives can be
transformed - if we let down our guard, and
embrace the foolishness of the Gospel. of us,
we are really very blessed to be here.
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Yours in Christ

Andy
In This Issue:
Church Life in pictures • My Favourite
Hymn • Minute for Mission - Children of Fiji •
Past Times • and more…
Dates for your Diary is on page 5

FAMILY NEWS
We remember in our prayers those who are or
have recently been unwell and/or in hospital:
Mhairi Allen, Kathleen Burbidge, Jill
Freemantle, Rob Garnett, Eileen Goodbody,
Lydia King, June & Cecil Lawrence, Tony
McKeer, John & Pam Mogg and Eileen
Thurston, Jean Wanstall.
We also remember the family of Isabella
Davies who passed away recently. (See below
for appreciation of Isabella’s life with us.)
Congratulations ...
to Revd Betty Williams on her recent 90th
birthday.
to Linda Skakich on her recent 70th birthday.
to Jean and Mike Wanstall on their recent
Diamond Wedding anniversary.
to David Holland on achieving 40 years’
continuous membership at Broadstone URC.

Isabella Davies
3 June 1921 - 15 March 2018
Isabella was born in Birkenhead in 1921, but was
orphaned at an early age. During World War II she
joined the WAAF as a wireless operator and was
posted to Anglesey. During this time she had
corresponded with Alec, who was in the Army, and
so she received her marriage proposal by letter.
They were married in Birkenhead in 1945 and had
a long and happy marriage until Alec died a few
years ago. They had two children, Malcolm, who
lives in the Cayman Islands and Maggie, who lives
locally.
Isabella had been very active and when they
moved to Dorset for Alec’s job, joined a local golf
club but also went on long walks. She was a very
keen bridge player and also enjoyed Rummikub
and on less active days would produce some
lovely cross stitch pictures.
Isabella enjoyed
travelling and had joined Alec when he had to work
in South America as well as visiting Malcolm in the
Cayman Islands. When this kind of travelling was
no longer possible there were cruises and later on
she was always ready to go out for coffee.
Unfortunately Isabella’s health deteriorated very
quickly and so she moved into Two Cedars and
then Burwood.
Isabella and Alec had originally worshipped at
Wimborne Minster, where she and Maggie helped
in the shop. After Alec’s death she found she was
not so happy there and was persuaded to give
Broadstone URC a try, where she formed a
number of friendships. Latterly she has attended
‘Forget-me-not’ services and was happy to find
herself in a place she recognised.
Pat Johnson

Past Times
The recent snow reminded me of Christmas
Day 1963. The family and I woke early to the
usual excitement of Christmas stockings and
the anticipation of 8.30am Christmas
Communion which was then the tradition in
Broadstone Congregational (now United
Reformed) Church.
We looked out on a wonderful white world –
with a snow drift up to the top of our garage
door! All very beautiful but a hindrance to
getting to church, which was over a mile away.
Linda, then a teenager, and I decided to walk.
My husband, Basil, and the two younger boys,
Michael and Peter, volunteered to dig out the
car and pick us up after the service.
Linda and I set off in our wellies and thick
coats, scarves and gloves. It was a magical
adventure. Not a soul was about. Ours were
the first footprints in the deep snow for the
whole length of Clarendon Road.
When we arrived at church, we were warmly
welcomed by our Minister, the Revd. Jack
Eastwood, as we joined the other four
members of the congregation. There was such
a strong feeling of Christian fellowship between
us that I’ve never heard “Love came down at
Christmas” sung with more warmth and
sincerity. It has been my favourite Christmas
hymn ever since.
Basil and the boys met us as promised and we
went home to a happy family celebration. Years
later, I wrote an extra verse to Christina
Rossetti’s hymn:
“Love is everlasting,
Ever faithful, ever true,
Love is all-forgiving,
God’s great gift to me and you”
That’s been the theme of my life in home and
church ever since.
Revd. Betty Williams

Mission Supper
Saturday 12th May 2018 at 6:00pm
for supper at 6:15pm.
Tickets £2.50 with a retiring collection for
Christian Aid
Fiona Daborn the Christian Aid coordinator for
Dorset will speak about some of the ongoing
Christian Aid projects

Church Life in pictures...

(Above) Some of the talented musicians and singers from our congregation who kindly performed
for us all at the recent Musical Ploughman’s Lunch, in aid of this year’s Junior Church charity,
World Bicycle Relief.
(Below) David Holland receives a certificate
recognising his 40 years of continuous membership
at Broadstone URC from Rev Andy Hall

(Above) Some of the daffodil posies
distributed at our Mothering Sunday Service

Church Life in pictures... Fun at the Family Pop-In

Minute for Mission - Children of Fiji
The Communion Offering in
April is for Children of Fiji, a
registered charity whose
declared aim is to advance
education, health and welfare
and to relieve poverty of
children in Fiji. The charity
was set up in the year 2000 by
Peter and Margaret Long, a
couple who live near
Dorchester. They were both
teachers who took early
retirement to work on their
charity full-time except for two
months of the year when they
mark A-level papers; this
provides an income to fund
their
travel
and
accommodation costs for
visits to Fiji. All the money
raised for the charity
therefore goes towards
funding
their
many
projects.
In March last year they
provided a boat (photo top
right) to help children at
Vuanicau School on the
island of Qamea to get to
school, after landslides
had made it impossible for
them to walk there and back.
Children in the Fiji School for the Blind have
been missing out on playing traditional sports

Dates for Your Diary
Church Meeting
Cancer Research Coffee
Morning, URC Church Hall
Mission Supper
for Christian Aid
Christian Aid Week
Family Pop-In
Macmillan Bike Ride
Broadstone Family Fun Day

24 April
7.45pm
12 May
12 May
6pm
13—19 May
16 June
10.30am - 12.30
1 July
1 July
from 12 noon

so they purchased ‘audible
balls’; rugby balls, footballs,
basket balls and soft balls for
the younger children. (photo
bottom left)
Peter and Margaret were
amazed at how quickly the
children were able to identify
the position and speed of the
balls.
They are now planning their
eighth kindergarten. This one
is to be situated in a very
remote part of Fiji. At present,
pre-school children in this
area have no access to
kindergarten facilities.
They have come across a
number of children in Fiji
suffering from epilepsy and
are aware that Fiji does not
have the resources to
diagnose and treat children
suffering from this. They are
currently investigating ways
in which they can help this
situation and are in
consultation with medical
experts here in the UK and
elsewhere. They have now
started fundraising to follow
this dream through.
Ian McDonald

Thank You
Following our donation of £234.14 raised at the
February Communion, Diverse Abilities in Poole
has written to both thank the church and to give
examples of what the money raised could fund.
For example, the amount could “fund [their]
Family Support service for a whole day. This
befriending service trains and provides
volunteers to befriend families new to disability,
organises regular parent drop in sessions and
coffee mornings and provides training and
information sessions for families .”
So, as the letter ends, “a big thank you from all
of us!” For more information about Diverse
Abilities, go to www.diverseabilitiies.org.uk

My Favourite Hymn
1.

Hymn Number 543 – Rejoice and Sing
Lead us, Heavenly Father, lead us
O’er the world’s tempestuous sea;
Guard us, guide us, keep us, feed us,
for we have no help but thee;
Yet possessing every blessing
If our God our Father be.

2.

3.

Saviour; breathe forgiveness o’er us;
All our weakness thou dost know,
Thou didst tread this earth before us,
Thou didst feel its keenest woe;
Lone and dreary, faint and weary,
Through the desert thou didst go.
Spirit of our God, descending,
Fill our hearts with heavenly joy,
Love with every passion blending
Pleasure that can never cloy;
Thus provided, pardoned, guided,
Nothing can our peace destroy.

(in public domain)

This hymn has been my favourite for many
years because the words are not just for me.
It is asking for God’s guidance for us as a
nation (I was at school during WWII), for
guidance for my family, for my friends, some of

whom were from other countries and of faiths
other than my own.
This was the hymn which Peter and I chose to
be sung at our wedding ceremony because it
felt so appropriate, asking God to lead both of
us – two people in the act of committing
themselves to each other as a couple in
marriage. The words ask for forgiveness for
past mistakes and guidance for future
decisions. Verse 2 reminds us that Jesus
faced challenges and sadness, so warns us
not to expect life to be easy all the time.
Verse 3 asks for the spirit of God to help us
enjoy the happiness of our special day and
this we did. My grandmother taught me that
God doesn’t solve our problems, he just tells
us the right way to cope with them! He
promises that, whatever problems and
difficulties we will face in the coming years
together, so long as we trust in His love and
guidance we’ll find peace eventually. Like all
couples, we did face great sadness but the
love of our Heavenly Father never failed us.
Eileen Thurston

Items for the June / July 2018 issue of Pathway
should be given to Jim Tudor by Sunday 3rd June 2018
Weekly Activities
Sunday

10.30 am Morning Service and Junior Church

Holy Communion celebrated 1st Sunday Minister: Rev. Andy Hall
01202 698638
in the month; ‘Family Worship Mix’
service every 3rd Sunday
email: minister@broadstoneurc.org

6.30 pm Evening Service - 4th Sunday only
‘Worship and The Word':

informal praise, worship and discussion

Tuesday 12.30 pm ‘Oasis’ House Group (3rd in month)
Wednesday 10.00am Yarn with Yarn Charity Craft Group
(alternate weeks)

2.00 pm
Thursday 10.00 am

Toddler Group
Ladies’ Open House (2 groups)
(alternate weeks)

2.30 pm
8.00 pm
Saturday

Points of Contact

Church Secretaries: Mrs Isobel Evans
& Mrs Janet Meachin
email: secretary@broadstoneurc.org
Organist:
Mr Martin Casey
email: music@broadstoneurc.org
Treasurer:
Mr Martin Sales
email: treasurer@broadstoneurc.org

Women’s Network - at Methodist Church
Music Group
Editor:

5.00 - 7.30 pm Pop-In Express (2nd in month)

Mr Jim Tudor
email: pathway@broadstoneurc.org
Web: www.broadstoneurc.org

Monthly Church Meeting - contact Church Secretary for details.
Twice-monthly Ladies’ Open House Groups - see weekly news-sheet for details.

