Pathway
Newsletter of Broadstone United Reformed Church
April & May 2019

Dear Friends

I

love food. In fact you’ll know it wasn’t an
insignificant part of my calling that BURC has a
Curry Club. And a Mission Supper. And a Musical
Ploughman’s. And a BBQ. I think you all knew
what you were doing and created them as a trap
for unsuspecting food-loving ministers. What I get
in a real muddle with is cooking. I can just about
survive bringing together a meal from some very
clear instructions, but it is properly stressful. One
thing cooking over there, one thing being prepared
over there, this thing sizzling here. It’s really quite
tempting either to eat it raw, or order pizza... and
you can guess what wins when Michelle is away.
To say that Jesus has something cooking is to
rather oversimplify things, but bear with me. What
he was cooking was Salvation itself; the love of
God plain and clear for all to see.
He needed time to reveal God’s Kingdom, teach
and offer a new way, a way of life that runs
contradictory to the way everything else seems to
be flowing. Life where love and service is priority,
where money is better given than stuck in the
ground, where widows and orphans are listened to
and welcomed.
That wasn’t all though. People loved and hated
what he said. His closest friends perhaps began to
understand that to love is most important. What
they struggled to grasp was what Jesus intended
to do about it. In fact when Peter tried to love and
protect Jesus, he merely got rebuked for being
evil. Not a good day.

Dates for Your Diary

Joint Lent Group
at the Methodist Church
Maundy Thursday service
Procession of Witness
starting at Broadstone URC
Forget-Me-Not:
Dementia-friendly service

They applauded and cheered as Jesus marched
into town, making a very big statement. Things
seemed to be all going quite well, the disciples
were with him, the crowd on board, but he knew
there was a crucial moment of change about to
come. They enjoyed another great meal as a team,
but had to admit Jesus was starting to behave
very, very strangely, and then it all turned very
dark indeed. All his friends were replaced with
soldiers as he was marched before the court and
Pilate, then the crowd and the cross.
Most had given up; broken by all they had seen.
Not so for Mary and a few other women who had
followed all the way. A chance to make something
right after all this mess, but Jesus’ salvation project
(phase one at least!) was complete. He had taught,
laughed and loved, preached, prophesied and
prayed. For all the good he had brought and all the
love he showed, they nailed him to a cross, but his
love was greater, and his life was never again to
be extinguished.
What I always find incredible is how Jesus remains
faithful to the final resurrection vision all the way
through. Even in the good times, the meals and
rejoicing, he comes under heavy criticism. In the
worst of times, the stress is unimaginable, yet
faithful he remains. There were plenty of
opportunities for him to abandon and take an
easier option, he could have just said OK to Peter
and sheltered with his friends, laying low and
keeping out of trouble.

God is faithful, salvation is ready!
Andy

10th April, 7.30pm

Taste and see that the Lord is good; blessed is the
one who takes refuge in him. (Psalm 34.8)

18th April, 7pm
19th April, 10am
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On traditions and Mothers’ Day posies

FAMILY NEWS

Perhaps it is my young outlook, but I have a
somewhat disconnected idea of “traditions”. Much
like in the song of that name in Fiddler on the Roof,
I can be distracted by the practicality of engaging in
them, how easy they are to slip in to, and how right
they feel. (After all, it’s what I’ve always done!)

We remember in our prayers those who are, or
have recently been, unwell and/or in hospital:
Jill
Freemantle,
Eileen
Goodbody,
Mary Joyce, Cecil & June Lawrence,
Ann Longley, and John & Pam Mogg. Please
also remember Sheila McMahon following a
recent bereavement.

Like the Lord’s Prayer opposite, this has perhaps
left surprisingly little reflection. Why do we do things
a certain way, not least in a church setting? It also
belies the fact that a tradition is not, as the
grandness of the word might suggest, a mindless,
concrete pillar reaching back through time
immemorial. Rather, they are built by people, and
sometimes without even the intention of creating a
lasting heritage.

A service of remembrance and thanksgiving for
the life of Kathleen Burbidge was held at
Poole Crematorium on 11th February. Kathleen
was born in December 1926 and lived in Dorset
her whole life. She was on the committee of the
Woman’s section of the British Legion in
Broadstone for a number of years, and
particularly enjoyed the day trips that the
organisation arranged. Even in her later years,
she remained active and social, enjoying time
with her friends and family. She was a keen
cook, especially when it came to baking cakes
and making a good Sunday roast. Hardworking,
independent, generous, and selfless, Kathleen
will be greatly missed by all who knew her.

In his father of the bride speech at Kathryn’s
wedding, Martin talked about a young fiancée who
always folded the tail of a fish upwards before
cooking it. When asked by her husband-to-be why
she did this, she said simply that it was what her
mother had always done. When asked the same
question, her mother gave the same answer, and so
it continued. On eventually speaking to the greatgrandmother, it was revealed that the oven in her
old house was very small, and so she had folded up
the tail in order to fit it in!

Congratulations and thanks to the seven
elders who were elected or re-elected at the
church’s AGM in March.

I was delighted and grateful to Marion Pauley
sending me a paragraph about the Mothers’ Day
posies that we give out every year (see with
pictures on page 3). I had again given little thought
to where the flowers came from - they just appear
there on Mothering Sunday! It is touching to know
the quiet generosity that goes in to many aspects of
our church life.

An alternate Lord’s Prayer
On my call for Pathway submissions, Saz Holland
kindly responded with this alternate form of the
Lord’s Prayer. It’s easy for something we all know
off by heart to become rote, and approaching the
same idea with fresh words can help focus our mind
on what we really want to say.

So while there’s always talk about what old ways we
want to nurture and what we want to leave behind,
spare a thought also for what we want to create for
the future. What legacy
do we want to leave, and
through our actions, what
unexpected inheritance
may we also create?

“Loving Father, we praise your Almighty name,
reigning above every nation. Let your will be done
forever. Give us the strength and desire to follow
you. Sorry for disobeying you and not loving our
neighbours. Help us to overcome temptation and
give us deliverance. For you are supreme sovereign
of the universe. Amen.“

Dominic Casey
They recently sent a letter expressing their sincerest
thanks for the donation of £244.70, letting us know
that it could, for example, fund their Family Support
service for a whole day, which organises training
and support sessions for families, and provides
volunteers to befriend families new to disabilities.

Thank you from
DiverseAbilities was started in 1955 by a local mum,
Phyllis Edwards, whose daughter was born with
cerebral palsy. They provides support and education
to those with disabilities, and were our communion
charity for February.

If you’d like to read the full letter, please feel free to
ask or email Dominic Casey.
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Church life in pictures...
On the 16th March, we held a ‘Mission
Supper’, featuring an excellent and
thought-provoking talk fom Mrs Joanna
Tom-Kargbo, the Christian Aid Senior
Programme Officer in Free Town, Sierra
Leone.

March also saw our annual musical
ploughman’s lunch, which raises money for
the junior church charity. The music
included folk ballads, duets for the bassoon
and trombone, some old favourites (right),
and even an unexpected sing-along to a
wartime classic.

This year’s posies, given out to the women of the congregation on Mothering Sunday
Many years ago, the mother of one of our church
members passed away around this time, and in
memory of her, she has given us every year a very
generous donation to buy the flowers for the posies to
be given to every lady in the congregation. We are
very grateful to this family for their kindness making
this day special for all.
Marion Pauley
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Church life in pictures… Pop-in time!
On Saturday 30th March, the church had a very successful pop-in
session, looking at Mothers’ Day and the feeding of the five thousand.
It was followed by a short service led by Andy.

The previous pop-in (below), on 2nd February, explored Noah’s Ark. (Some of
you may remember the animals and boat prow, left up for the Sunday service!)

April 2019 Minute for Mission: Children of Fiji
See Ian McDonald’s article on page 5
Two highlights from Peter and Margaret Long’s recent trip to Fiji:
Left—the handover of a portable machine that enables medical staff to diagnose
epilepsy and give appropriate treatment.
Right—the official opening of their latest kindergarten.
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April 2019 Minute for
Mission: Children of
Fiji

Christian Unity service at St John’s 25th January
St John’s in Broadstone hosted this year’s service
of Christian Unity. A time of prayer, a time of
worship, a time of fellowship………and of course a
time for coffee and cake afterwards! Rev. Helen
Bailey, the new minister of St John’s, led the service
with the help of a team of volunteers. We studied
Deuteronomy 16 v.11-20 telling us about our
worship of the God of justice, peace and unity.
Afterwards, we sang several hymns and read Psalm
82 v.1-8 as our response and prayer. Later on, we
had a sermon based on Micah 6 v.8: “What does
God require of you but to do justice, and to love
kindness and to walk humbly with your God?”

Our Communion Offering next
month will support Children of
Fiji – a registered charity
whose declared aim is to advance education, health
and welfare, and to relieve poverty of children in Fiji.
The charity was set up in 2000 by Peter and
Margaret Long, a couple who live near Dorchester.
They were both teachers who took early retirement
to work on their charity full-time, except for two
months of the year when they mark A-level papers.
This provides an income to fund their travel and
accommodation costs for visits to Fiji. All the money
raised for the charity therefore goes towards funding
their many projects.

The Prayer of St Francis is a well-known prayer of
justice, peace and unity used thoughout history.
The late Baroness Margaret Thatcher quoted it after
winning the UK’s General Election of 1979, the US
President Bill Clinton quoted it in welcoming Pope
John Paul in the New York State Convention in
1997, and Nancy Pelosi quoted the prayer when
she became Speaker of the U.S House of
Representatives in 2007. A simple prayer which has
a profound effect across the nations and still
continues to do so, to serve a God of justice, peace
and unity.

The highlight of their latest trip was the handover of
a portable machine that enables medical staff to
diagnose epilepsy and give appropriate treatment.
This equipment was delivered to the main hospital
in Suva and is the first of its kind in Fiji. Because it
is portable, the machine can be taken to other
hospitals on different islands.
They also attended the official opening of their
latest kindergarten, their 8th such venture. This
involved a 3-hour drive on very rough tracks, but
worth making the effort to see how excited everyone
was to have this new facility.

At the end, we had time to socialise with friends
over lots of delicious cake. If you would like to know
more about Churches Together events in
Broadstone, don’t hesitate to ask our minister and
our Broadstone URC Reps for further info.

Among their many projects they are currently raising
funds to provide phototherapy equipment to treat
newborn babies suffering from neonatal jaundice.

Saz Holland

Ian McDonald

Jill Freemantle recently became a recording artist
when she joined the music group to sing Lord of the
Dance, which was recorded in the church, and put
on to CD for her. She wished to put this letter in
Pathway:

Your garden in April & May
Based on the RHS monthly gardening tips & advice
April is time to sow hardy annuals, herbs and wild
flower seed outdoors. It is also a good time to sow
new lawns or repair bare patches. Roses and
shrubs in containers may need feeding, and citrus
plants can be started on a summer feed.

Dear Martin Casey and the singing group,
Thank you all so much for allowing me to join you to
sing the chorus of Lord of the Dance; those of you
who know me will know why I wanted to do it.
It was a dream come true, thank you to all
concerned, and especially to Martin who did the CD
for me.
God bless you all,
Jill Freemantle

Watch out for late frosts: tender plants and fruit
blossoms may need a helping hand. As we get in to
May, earth up potatoes, and promptly plant any still
remaining. Plant out summer bedding at the end of
the month. Lift and divide overcrowded clumps of
daffodils and other spring-flowering bulbs, and as
the temperature rises, don’t forget to open
greenhouse vents and doors on warm days.
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the warehousing has been outsourced. Traidcraft
are pleased to have negotiated with this company to
ensure that all employees are now paid the living
wage, which they weren’t before.

Q&A: Traidcraft is reforming
I heard before Christmas that Traidcraft was
going to cease trading at the end of 2018. What
caused this announcement? Traidcraft is made up
of two totally separate organisations – PLC is the
trading arm and Traidcraft Exchange is the charity
branch. It was PLC that encountered difficulties.

What will this mean for the future of their craft
producers? 90% of their craft producers have other
people that they sell to and the majority of producers
have been introduced to other fair-trade wholesalers
in the UK. Traidcraft will stock a very small craft
range and will do so through buying goods from
other UK fairtrade wholesalers, rather than directly
importing themselves.
The developmental and
campaigning work carried out by Traidcraft
Exchange will continue.

Traidcraft PLC has made very little profit over the
last ten years but the vote to leave the EU in June
2016 sent the pound plummeting against the dollar,
meaning that their costs rose by 27%. They tried to
absorb as much of the cost increase as possible but
it became increasingly difficult and the Board took
the decision last Autumn to close whilst they still had
enough funds to meet redundancy costs and any
outstanding debts.

What can we do to help? We would very strongly
urge you to support the new Traidcraft company as
much as you possibly can. If every member of the
congregation bought at least one item from us
regularly – with emphasis on the word REGULARLY
– that would make a difference. The Spring/Summer
catalogues are now available – if there is a grocery
item you would like to try, please let us know .

What changed to cause the reversal of this
decision to cease trading? Four members of staff
who were passionate about the cause put together a
business plan for the re-launch of the company
which was approved by the board and an
independent adjudicator. The new business model
started trading on the 2nd January.

The passion of the four members of staff driving the
new-look Traidcraft is absolutely immense as the
company celebrat es its 40th
anniversary this year – please support
us to support them with the regular
sales that they need to keep going
through this first difficult year.

What will be different this year? The new-look
PLC is more focussed and streamlined, offering
predominantly their most popular food lines and
cards. The new company are working on a shoestring, employing just 12 people, down from 67 last
year. They are also downsizing their premises and

Gill and Ian McDonald

Items for the June & July 2019 issue of Pathway
should be given to Dominic Casey by 26th May 2019
Weekly Activities
Points of Contact
Sunday

10.30 am Morning Service and Junior Church

Holy Communion celebrated 1st Sunday
in the month; ‘Family Worship Mix’
service every 3rd Sunday

6.30 pm

Minister:
Rev. Andy Hall
phone: 01202 698638
email: minister@broadstoneurc.org

Evening Service & Holy Communion
- Last Sunday in the month
Church Secretary: Mrs Janet Meachin
rd
Tuesday
12.30 pm ‘Oasis’ House Group (3 in month) email: secretary@broadstoneurc.org
Wednesday 10.00am Yarn with Yarn Charity Craft Group

Organist:
Mr Martin Casey
email: music@broadstoneurc.org

(alternate weeks)

Thursday

2.00 pm Toddler Group
10.00 am Ladies’ Open House (2 groups)

Treasurer:
Mr Martin Sales
email: treasurer@broadstoneurc.org

(alternate weeks)

8.00 pm
Saturday

Music GroupSaturday

Editor:

Mr Dominic Casey

5.00 - 7.30 pm Pop-In Express (2nd in month) email: pathway@broadstoneurc.org

Web: www.broadstoneurc.org
Monthly Church Meeting - contact Church Secretary for details.
See weekly news-sheet for details of ‘Oasis’, Ladies’ Open House, and other activities
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