
 

  

Dear Friends 
 

It was during our Lent study series last year 

that the first lockdown was announced and 

everything came to a stop. I don’t think any of 

us thought that it would take long before life 

was up and running again, and indeed at the 

end of lockdown one, things seemed better. A 

year later and I’ve just finished a planning 

meeting with fellow ministers and deacons for 

the inaugural Churches Together in 

Broadstone Zoom Lent Study! It should be a 

lot of fun, enabling us to come together in 

large(ish) numbers and then break into groups 

that will be distinctly more mixed across 

churches than usual. 

 

What, though, will Lent mean to us in a year 

where so many things have been given up 

already? I’m not sure it’s healthy to be putting 

even more restriction on your life at the 

moment, giving up some of the few things you 

have left that help you get through. We’re 

already in the wilderness, I don’t think we 

need to be swapping our dessert for more 

desert! 

 

So what might we do with Lent 2021? If the 

zoom groups aren’t your thing, I would really 

recommend finding a Lent study of some kind 

to do on your own, there are so many out 

there! Tom Wright’s Lent for Everyone series 

might not be a bad start. It has daily readings, 

reflection and prayer. The Year B edition ties  

 

in with the lectionary study of Mark. I hope 

you’ve also spotted in postal church that Kevin 

is guiding us through some different and 

simple ways into prayer, and it’s great to try 

something different. 

 

Whatever you end up doing, remember that 

Jesus walked his own path of isolation and 

wilderness; in fact I always find it a little 

uncomfortable that the first act of the Spirit in 

the life and ministry of Jesus after his Baptism 

is to lead him into the desert where he fasts 

and is tested. We will all have found this last 

year a testing experience, but I hope we can 

all testify that we have not been alone, that 

Jesus walks with us through the Holy Spirit, 

our great comforter and guide. May God 

strengthen us all for what lies ahead.   
 

God bless, 

Andy 

 

Pathway 

 
Newsletter of Broadstone United Reformed Church 
February & March 2021 

If you haven’t been receiving Andy’s weekly 
‘Postal Church’, then please let Janet Meachin 
know at secretary@broadstoneurc.org, or tell 
your elder.  

 

A couple of quick jokes 

When I was growing up, I wanted to be a monk, 
but I never got the chants! 

 

Due to self - isolation I finished three books 
yesterday. Believe me, that's a lot of colouring! 
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We remember in our prayers those 
who are, or have recently been 
injured, unwell and/or in hospital, 
including John Mogg, Linda 
Skakich, Anna Venables and Betty Wilson. 
 

It is with great sadness that we learnt of the 
passing of Jean Wanstall in December,  and  the 
Rev. Betty Williams in January. Both were much 
loved members of our community, and we pray 
especially for Mike, Linda, and all in the families of 
our two friends.  
 

Obituaries for Jean and Betty can be found on 
pages 3 & 4, along with Pauline Jenkins’, who 
passed away just before publication of our 
previous issue. You can also find a poem below 
written by Betty Williams for Val Sykes, following 
the death of her husband Bill. Val has kindly 
allowed these words, which fit to the tune of 
’Morning has broken’, to be included with Betty’s 
obituary. 
 
Let us also lift Betty Wilson and her family in our 
prayers following the sudden and unexpected 
death of her daughter in January. 
 
As the days of social isolation have become 
nearly routine, please do still take a moment to 
reach out to any you know who are suffering 
particular loss or isolation. 

In more positive news, quite a 
number of people from the church 
community are among those 
receiving their Covid-19 vaccines, 

including Rev. Charles Meachin, pictured below. 

FAMILY NEWS 

Anxious? 
 

We cannot help it Lord, 
Our thoughts turn in on ourselves, 
Work to be done, journeys to be made, 
Anxieties fill our minds, 
They press down heavily upon us; 
It is not easy to make decisions. 
 
We are concerned about ourselves, 
Our problems, our families 
And at this time their safety. 
We cannot think of others, 
There is no room in our minds 
To comprehend the well being 
Of the world. 
Tomorrow will come, 
How shall we cope with it, 
And the days following? 
Lord, how can we help but be anxious? 
 
Lord God, 
Make us aware of You. 
Be gracious to us, 
Fill our minds with your presence, 
That moments of quietness 
May rest our minds, 
Grant peace to our souls. 
 
Help us to share our thoughts with you, 
Our anxieties with you, 
Our families and the wider world with you, 
Ourselves with you. 
Give you today, and all our tomorrows 
 
Help us to open our minds to discover 
Our own resource of spirit, 
Find freedom from anxiety, 
Calm acceptance of responsibility, 
And trust that you walk with us, 
Now and always. 
 

Rev. Barbara Meachin 

A hymn for Val 
 
When we are grieving, 
Sinking in sorrow 
Life losing meaning, 
Lost in despair, 
God’s love comes closer 
With hope for tomorrow, 
Easing our burden, 
Showing his care. 
 
Beauty of nature, 
Touch of a kind hand, 
Kiss from a loved one, 
Hug from a friend, 
These are God’s tokens, 
Loaded with meaning, 
Grace for our comfort, 
Love without end. 
 
So let us be joyful 
Knowing he loves us, 
Upheld by his spirit 
We will go on 
Taking love with us, 
Sharing with others, 
Singing God’s praises, 
Swelling love’s song. 
 
Written by Rev. Betty Williams, who passed 
away in January, to comfort a dear friend. 
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Pauline Jenkins 
 
I was privileged to be Pauline’s Elder, even for 
a comparatively short time, but her membership 
of Broadstone URC lasted for many years. She 
was a valued member of the church, often to be 
seen in her usual place in the back row, along-
side her husband Tom and some of her many 
friends. Even when Tom was unable to be with 
her because of his health problems, she would 
be seen worshipping with us all and enjoying 
the social time after church. Tom sadly passed 
away suddenly at the end of May last year but, 
thanks to Sandra, Pauline was able to continue 
her worship with us. Even when we became 
unable to open the church for in-person wor-
ship, she would watch the streamed service  
alongside Sandra. 
 
Pauline and Tom were Welsh and it is no  
surprise that they both loved singing. Pauline 
sang with a Welsh choir in Bournemouth, the 
Music Group, and loved going to concerts. They 
also enjoyed going on holidays together and 
visiting the family, who were very precious to 
them. Although seemingly a very quiet person, 
she had a great sense of fun and loved the 
many social gatherings and lunches with her 
church friends. Theirs was a long and happy 
marriage spanning almost 65 years. 
 
A few years ago Tom and Pauline decided the 
time had come to move from their house in 
Creekmoor to a Park Home in Bournemouth, 
but they still continued to worship with us in 
Broadstone. With her health failing she entered 
Bourne View Care Home and it was there that 
she passed quietly away to be with her Lord 
and to rejoin her beloved Tom.  
 
She was a kind, caring and considerate person 
and she will be sadly missed. However, we 
should rejoice that she lived among us and has 
now gone to be with her Tom. 
 
Elizabeth Howard 

Jean Mary Wanstall 
 
Jean was born on 20

th
 June 1931 in Muswell 

Hill, North London. In the years following WW2 
she went with a friend for a holiday in Salzburg, 
took herself to Paris to stay with a pen friend, 
and went on a cycling holiday to the West 
Country with two friends. Today, no big deal, 
but in the 1940s and 50s all this would have 
been very adventurous! 
 
In 1951, Jean successfully passed the Civil 
Service Executive Class exam and joined the 
Inland Revenue. In 1952, Mike joined the same 
office and eventually romance blossomed. They 
were married on 1

st
 March 1958. 

 
In March 1967, they moved home for the fourth 
time, buying a house in Great Bookham, near 
Leatherhead, where they lived for 46 years. 
They became members of the local URC and 
were joint Treasurers for some 15 years. In 
2013 they moved to Broadstone to be nearer to 
their daughter, Karen, and her family. 
 
Throughout her life Jean was a keen singer. 
She went to a professional coach from her late 
teens until their first house move forced her to 
give this up. Wherever she lived, Jean joined a  
local Choral Society. For a time, Jean and Mike 
were both members of a Gilbert and Sullivan 
Opera Group; Jean usually in one of the princi-
pal roles and Mike always making up the num-
ber in the chorus. 
 
Beyond her singing Jean was a very talented 
lady. She was good with her hands and in the 
early years when money was tight, she made 
clothes both for herself and their two daughters. 
She was skilled at all kinds of needlework until 
arthritis intervened. In her 40’s she learned to 
drive, passing her test first time. In her 50’s she 
started piano lessons and reached Grade 5. 
She also studied for and achieved a profession-
al qualification as a bookkeeper. 
 
As a Christian, Jean’s faith was simple and 
essentially private. Wherever she was she was 
always a strong supporter of her local church 
but was not one to broadcast her faith. She 
knew what she believed and was wholly confi-
dent with it. She was known for her care for 
others and her willingness to help. She did not 
just practise her faith, she lived it. 
 
Ian McDonald 

In memoriam 
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It was with great sadness that we heard of the 
passing, on 13th January 2021, of our dear friend 
Betty Williams, in her 93rd year. Although her 
physical difficulties became burdensome, she 
remained bright and quick-witted to the end, ring-
ing others even the day before she died, to see 
how they were.  
 
Betty has a long connection with Broadstone 
URC – Betty and Basil were married in the 
church in July 1947 and Betty became a mem-
ber in November 1955. She was instrumental in 
setting up the church Youth Club, and it was with 
the encouragement of Rev. Jack Eastwood that 
Betty was moved to train for Ordained Ministry.  
 
Betty was Ordained and Inducted to Lytchett Min-
ster Congregational Church in 1967, which in 
1975 became part of the (now URC) group  
pastorate of Wareham, East Lulworth and 
Lytchett Minster. Betty enjoyed the support and 
encouragement of members from Broadstone in 
that mission. On one occasion, Betty remarked 
that she was struggling to find a Church  
Secretary at Lytchett Minster, and Miss Phillips 
(Pearl Wilson’s sister) transferred her member-
ship to Lytchett Minster to support Betty in this 
way. In 1985, following a pastorate reorganisa-
tion, Betty continued as part-time minister of 
Lytchett Minster URC only, until 1993. Betty  
remained a member of LMURC until it closed in 
June 2016, then transferring her membership 
back to Broadstone. We were delighted to cele-
brate and present Betty with her certificate of 50 
years as an Ordained Minister in 2017. (Below)  
 
Under Betty’s leadership, the 
‘chapel’ at Lytchett Minster, with 
Christian care and the informal 
friendliness of a village commu-
nity, provided both a centre for 
village members and a  
loving welcome for others,  
sometimes from far outside the 
village, who came to ‘find their 
feet’ after a life trauma, 
staying for months or longer until 
they felt recharged.  
 
(An anecdote – the Church 
Meetings were held in members’ 
homes; on one occasion, the 
minutes of the previous meeting 
were read, finishing with ‘… and 
the meeting concluded with 
prayer.’ At this, Betty remarked 
that her recollection was the meeting ended in 
total chaos when the chocolate cake was brought 
in! However, the minute was let stand.)  

Betty had a great love of reading and poetry, and 
was in the poetry group that met at Corfe Mullen 
library to read and share. Betty would write thank 
you notes in verse, and after periods of illness, 
you knew she was feeling better when her poems 
started to appear in envelopes. Betty kept the  
library supplied with requests for books that 
she had heard about, and the librarians wel-
comed this widely read lover of books as one of 
their own. On page 2 you can read a hymn that 
Betty wrote for Val Sykes when her husband Bill 
died, which Val has kindly let me include.  
 
Betty was immensely proud of all her family; 
photographs new and old adorn (almost) every 
wall of her bungalow, with photographs of great-
grandchildren most recently appearing. Betty 
loved to keep in touch with as many as possible, 
usually by writing and phoning, although she had 
recently taken possession of an iPad to assist.  
 
Betty loved the nature around her and continued 
to tutor her gardener on caring for the plants in 
the conservatory and garden. Much of the  
surrounding estate was once part of the chicken 
farm owned by Basil’s family; indeed her 
bungalow was the farmhouse. The story goes 
that the Post Office wanted a better address for 
the farmhouse than ‘off Roman Road’ so Bas-
il named the drive “Beacon Road”, as it was pos-
sible to see Beacon Hill from the farm. Betty en-
joyed being driven round the estate that is there 
now, the roads marking the boundary of the old 
farm. 
 

Her time of ministry will be  
remembered by many for her  
Biblical preaching and faithful 
pastoral care; many people 
have been blessed by the 
love and care that Betty has 
provided, as a friend, neigh-
bour and throughout the 
years as minister of Lytchett 
Minster and other local 
churches.  She will live on in 
our hearts. 
 
Betty is survived by Peter,  
Michael, Linda and Renate, 
and the wider family for 
whom she was a much-loved 
grandmother and great-
grandmother. The family are 
intending to hold a Service of 
Thanksgiving for Betty when 

circumstances permit. 
 
Martin Casey 

Rev. Betty Florence Williams 
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Book of Remembrance 
 

While we are unable to host services in-person at the church, Pat Johnson has suggested I include 

pages from our Book of Remembrance in Pathway, to give people a chance to read and lift up our 

departed friends and their surviving friends and family in prayer. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Children of Fiji 
 

Our Communion charity in October of last year was ‘Children of Fiji’, run by Dr 

Peter & Mrs Margaret Long, who we have supported several times before. On 

this occasion we sent £176.50, and Martin Sales recently received a thank 

you letter in response. If you would like to read the whole letter, please feel 

free to email me (pathway@broadstoneurc.org) and I will be happy to send it 

on to you. 

The letter goes on to talk about how Fiji has been relatively unscathed by the coronavirus, but has 

been victim to other disasters including a category 5 cyclone. They talk about their main project at 

the moment: a ‘safe home’ for vulnerable children, particularly those with special needs, in the Siga-

toka area, which is currently in its early stages. 
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2022, the year in which the United Reformed 

Church will celebrate its half century (in a world, 

hopefully, recovering from, coming to terms with 

the momentous, cataclysmic effects of the COVID-

19 pandemic), will undoubtedly be a time for 

reflection, reassessment and renewal.  

  

During the 1960s, the Congregational and English 

Presbyterian Churches developed and set out 

structures for the proposed union: faith and order, 

doctrinal statements, services for worship, ministerial 

selection and training schemes, strategies for 

relationships with other denominations/faith groups, 

national and international bodies. These and other 

agreed procedures and policy statements are set out 

in the Scheme of Union and the URC Manual.  

  

In the decades since the Second World War, the 

Congregational, Presbyterian and Churches of 

Christ denominations, and from 1972 the United 

Reformed Church, have been directly involved in a 

variety of initiatives, many of them ecumenical: 

• In the late 1940's, The 'Forward Movement' to 

gain more church members, more churches and 

more ministers. 

• In the 1950s, the British Council of Churches’ 

'Church without Walls' initiative. 

• As a newly ordained minister I took part in 

‘The Next Ten Years’, a programme introduced by 

Howard Stanley, General Secretary of the 

Congregational Union of England and Wales. 

• In 1959, Howard Stanley advocated a thorough 

review of all aspects of denominational life. Eight 

Commissions underpinned this task, with reference 

to local church meetings. One important result of this 

process was the publication of ‘A Declaration of 

Faith’ (1967), it could be argued, one of the most 

substantial and important of all twentieth century 

Reformed statements.  

• From the 1960s, increased emphasis on the 

concept of Family Church and the introduction of 

education handbooks ’Partners in Learning’.  

• The 1970s saw the publication of the Churches 

Unity Commission’s ‘Ten Propositions for Christian 

Unity’; the URC Service book and Contemporary 

Prayers for Public Worship. 

• The Christian Stewardship programme: Church 

Related Community Workers and Supplementary 

Ministries schemes were a product of work done 

in the 1980's. 

 

Forward into the 21st century and we have the 

Walking the Way, Stepwise programme. As the 

United Reformed Church celebrates its first fifty 

years of worship and witness and prepares for the 

next fifty years, I would suggest we need to look 

again at three fundamental pillars of our faith: 

Worship, The Great Commandment and The 

Great Commission: 
 

Worship  

In the words of Archbishop of Canterbury William 

Temple (1881-1944), “To worship is to quicken the 

conscience by the holiness of God, to feed the mind 

with the truth of God, to purge the imagination by the 

beauty of God, to open the heart to the love of God, 

to devote the will to the purpose of God - all this is 

gathered up in adoration, the most selfless emotion 

of which our nature is capable".  
 

The Great Commandment  

Jesus said "You shall love the Lord your God with all 

your heart, and with all your soul, and with your 

entire mind, and with all your strength. The second is 

this, you shall love your neighbour as yourself. There 

is no other commandment greater than these”. 

Mark 12:30-34 
 

The Great Commission   

Jesus said "All authority has been given to Me in 

heaven and on earth. Go therefore and make 

disciples of all nations, baptising them in the name of 

the Father and of the Son and the Holy Spirit, 

teaching them to observe all things that I have 

commanded you; and lo, I am with you always, 

even to the end of the age". Matthew 28 v16-20 
 

Past, Present and Future  

Time for some blue sky thinking? When some 

seventy years ago I learned to drive, my instructor 

underlined the importance of regularly looking into 

the rear view mirror every few seconds. Perhaps 

there is a lesson here - moving forward but 

with constant awareness of what is behind! The 

Roman god, Janus (from whom January is named), 

the god of beginnings and transitions, is depicted as 

having two faces looking in opposite directions, one 

towards the past the other towards the future!  

 

As we look forward to the next fifty years in the life of 

the United Reformed Church, we would do well to 

keep in the forefront of our minds, Worship, The 

Great Commandment and The Great Commission 

and our response, seeking answers to the question: 

How best can we experience and implement these 

three fundamental pillars of our faith, in our personal 

lives, in the fellowship of the Church locally, 

nationally and internationally? 
 

Rev. Charles Meachin 

The United Reformed Church: Fifty Years Forward 
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Candlemas is celebrated on February 2
nd

 

annually. The date is traditionally the 40
th
 

day from Christmas in the Christmas-Epiphany 

season, and marks the time that Christians in 

some countries take down their Christmas 

decorations. It is one of the oldest  

Christian observances of the church, and has 

been celebrated since 400AD in Jerusalem. 

 
What is the story of Candlemas? Candlemas 

celebrates the Presentation of Jesus at the 

Temple found in Luke 2:22-40, one of the key 

events of Christ's early life. According to Luke, 

Mary and Joseph took their baby son to the 

Temple in Jerusalem 40 days after 

his miraculous birth. They were there to perform 

the rituals of the firstborn son and complete 

Mary's purification after childbirth, in accordance 

with Jewish law and scripture. 

 
At the temple, they came across a 

man called Simeon, who had 

been told by God that he would 

not die until he had seen the 

Messiah. When Simeon saw 

Jesus in the great temple, he 

said, "Sovereign, as you have 

promised, you may now dismiss 

your servant in peace. For my 

eyes have seen your salvation, 

which you have prepared in the 

sight of all nations." He also told 

Mary, "This child is destined to 

cause the falling and rising of 

many in Israel, and to be a sign 

that will be spoken against, so 

that the thoughts of many hearts will be 

revealed—and the sword will pierce your soul 

too." 

Mary and Joseph also met a woman called 

Anna, who praised Jesus, before returning to 

Nazareth after the ceremony was completed.  

 

How is Candlemas celebrated? Around the 

world, many Christians take candles to church 

on Candlemas, where they are blessed by the 

minister before being used for the rest of the 

year. These blessed candles symbolise Jesus, 

who is the Light of the World. 

 

In France, Luxembourg and Belgium, 

Candlemas is also known for crêpes or 

pancakes. Each family member traditionally 

makes a crêpe while holding a coin. There, the 

day is called Chandeleur. Spanish-speaking 

countries around the world mark the date as 

Candelaria – it is tradition that whoever finds a 

small toy hidden in a cake on Epiphany then 

provides food for the entire party celebrations on 

February 2
nd

. Sounds fun!!  

 

In Canada and the US, 

Candlemas Day coincides with 

Groundhog Day, when the 

groundhog famously predicts the 

weather for the coming weeks and 

months. According to tradition, if 

the weather is cloudy when a 

groundhog emerges from its 

burrow on February 2
nd

, then 

spring will come early that 

year. And now to finish reading 

about different Candlemas 

traditions around the world…. 

taking the lyrics of Kool & The 

Gang, lets “Celebrate good times, come on! 

Let's celebrate”.   
 

Saz Holland 

Candlemas (or Groundhog?) 

Items for the April & May 2021 issue of Pathway should be given to  
Dominic Casey by Sunday 28

th
 March 2021 

Points of Contact 
 

Minister:  Revd. Andy Hall 
phone: 01202 698638  
email: minister@broadstoneurc.org 
    

Church Secretary:  Mrs Janet Meachin  
email: secretary@broadstoneurc.org 
    

 

Organist:                  Mr Martin Casey 
email: music@broadstoneurc.org 
    

Treasurer:                Mr Martin Sales 
email: treasurer@broadstoneurc.org 
    

Editor: Mr Dominic Casey 
email: pathway@broadstoneurc.org 
 

Web: www.broadstoneurc.org 


