
 

  

Dear Friends 
 

I’ve recently spent a few days with my nephew, 

as his Dad and I have lured him into some 

slightly crackers cycling events - it’s been really 

great fun! He is more than able to keep up (in 

fact the tables are starting to turn at a rather 

alarming rate), but there is one thing I’m 

especially pleased about, I think he’s finally 

stopped growing. I used to have to consciously 

stop myself wheeling out the unbelievably 

tempting phrase “oh, haven’t you grown”; it was 

really very hard as I swear he would grow in 

metres between each visit!   

  

Growth can be surprising; children, gardens,  

and social media posts are just the first few that 

spring to mind - all things that start small and 

can seem to explode with growth overnight. The 

change is surprising and often quite wonderful. I 

love that my nephew is able to go on long rides 

with us, I love it when the garden grows and 

especially when the fruit comes, I love it that lots 

of people seem interested in watching services 

online, it’s all rather amazing. I’d also love to be 

surprised by growth at church, to turn up one 

day and there be queues at the door! Am I right 

to hope for that kind of growth?  

  

In chapter 4, v26-32 of Mark’s Gospel, Jesus 

compares his Kingdom to growing 

seeds. Firstly he talks about the surprising 

nature of that growth. A man sows some seed 

and whether he sleeps or is awake, it grows and 

he has no idea how. So, in some senses yes I 

am OK to hope for growth that is surprising! 

However there is still the work of sowing and 

harvesting to be done. Jesus is also talking 

about the Kingdom as a whole; this is not a 

parable about any individual church, so perhaps 

I would be more in tune with what Jesus is 

saying if my big hope was for a growth of faith in 

Broadstone as a whole. 

  

His second story does, however, offer grounds 

for hope in church growth more specifically. 

Jesus talks about the growth of the Kingdom as 

a mustard seed growing into a huge and 

protective plant - something that all kinds of 

people would want to come to for shelter. The 

key with this one seems to be in the phrase ‘Yet 

when planted…’, that is when the growth can 

happen. That is when just the tiniest of seeds 

can grow in really surprising ways.   

  

God’s Kingdom grows, that is something Jesus 

told us pretty clearly, and there is no denying 

that it has! Whether it happens in our church or 

not, let’s pray for that rise of faith, hope and love 

that comes with following Jesus and being filled 

with the gift of the Spirit, and let’s keep on with 

the sowing, taking any opportunity to scatter 

seed in whatever way we can!  

  

We can even pray that we will be in a position 

where we have to stop ourselves from wheeling 

out that oh so tempting phrase every time we 

gather for worship…  

   

God bless, 

Andy 
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We remember in our prayers those 
who are, or have recently been 
injured, unwell and/or in hospital, 
including Margaret van Coller, Henry 
Freemantle, Elizabeth Howard, Gwyneth 
Maling, John Mogg, Pam Sales, Ann Scriven, 
Anna Venables and Betty Wilson. 

 
We learned this month that Pfarrer 
Uwe Laux, the minister of our 

twinned church in Frankenthal, will be leaving 
his post in August 2021 (see page 3). 

FAMILY NEWS 

Something a little lighter... 
 
A priest, an Imam, and a rabbit enter a blood dona-

tion clinic. The nurse asks the rabbit: “What’s your 

blood type?” 

 

The rabbit says, “I’m probably a Type O”. 

Freedom 
 

Lord, what is freedom? 
An escape from the restriction of responsibility? 

To be able to think, speak, 
act in whatsoever manner I choose? 

To sever the bonds 
of structure and law, 

which society places upon me. 
 

I watch the seagull 
marvel at its daring 

to step off the precarious ledge 
into the emptiness of space - freedom! 

 
Is this what I search for, 

long for, 
to step into an abyss of nothing 

or is freedom 
something quite different, Lord? 

 
They say you came 

to set men free. 
What is your freedom, 

how can I make it my experience? 
 

Your freedom 
is taking your yoke upon my shoulders, 

rejecting the abyss of nothingness, 
accepting the restrictions, 

responsibilities, 
structures and laws. 

 
Your freedom is the gentle 

bond and shackle of serving you. 
Freedom then 

is the moment of choice. 
 

Help me, Lord, 
to choose you, 

that freedom may only be of value 
for that moment, 

and in accepting the bonds 
of your love, 

I may not seek to escape 
but to be fulfilled. 

 
Rev. Barbara Meachin 

Giving Thanks 
 
None of us are too young to remember one of the 
most important instructions given by our family, 
friends or teachers, which we may have disliked: To 
say “thank you”. 
 
Indeed, giving thanks may not be our nature when 
we are young and immature, especially for what 
many of us took for granted: family, friends, food, 
home, creation itself. We considered these things 
as the natural order of what we deserved. Why give 
thanks for what we believed was our due? 
 
Long ago, our ancestors understood our indiffer-
ence to expressing our thanks and gratitude. Other-
wise there is no reason for the Psalmist’s directive 
“It is good to give thanks to the Eternal One, to sing 
hymns to Your name, O most high. To tell of Your 
love in the morning, Your faithfulness in the night; to 
pluck the strings, to sound the lute, to make the 
harp vibrate.” 
 
Our ancestors were realistic about human vulnera-
bility, about our ego for self-gratification. We are 
commanded by our tradition of the Bible to give 
thanks, to express our gratitude, to acknowledge 
the gifts and blessings in our lives and to express 
our understanding of how, though we may have 
done nothing to deserve them, these gifts neverthe-
less have graced our lives. 
 
It's important for us to express our thanks and 
gratitude for our nation in which we live, where 
people of faith work and serve together. Whatever 
our political views we are mindful of the emergency 
services, the NHS and those in the services who 
are near and far, and we should be grateful to those 
who continue to serve us with courage and dedica-
tion. 
 
We are mindful of the miracles of our towns and 
cities, an amazing demonstration of the ability of 
human beings to live together with others, even 
when they may differ. 
 
Some of us may have bristled at saying “Thank you” 
when told to do so by our mentors. But, with the 
experience of life, we know how much there is for 
which to be grateful. As we acknowledge that it is 
good to give thanks to Almighty God, the Source of 
all existence, we embrace gratitude as a pillar and 
our foundation of our lives. We are grateful for all 
that God has given us, including life itself. 
 

Saz Holland 
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Book of Remembrance 
 

While we still have limited in-person access to the church building, we have started including pages from 

our Book of Remembrance in Pathway, to give people a chance to read, remember, and lift up our de-

parted friends and their surviving friends and family in prayer. 

News from Frankenthal 
 

We learned this month that Pfarrer Uwe Laux, the minister of our 

twinned church, Zwölf-Apostel-Kirche, in Frankenthal, will be 

leaving in August 2021 and moving to the denomination’s office 

in Landau (some 30 miles south of Frankenthal). There Uwe will 

be helping with a planned re-organisation and taking services in 

the nearby Hochstadt parish. Cecilia & I first met Uwe at his 

induction on 19th August 2012, when 

we represented Broadstone URC. 

Uwe visited us in Broadstone as part 

of the 2015 twinning visit, and again 

for Andy’s induction in 2018. 

 

Uwe undertook a lot of work with the 

young people of Frankenthal church 

and town – we remember well on one 

visit to Frankenthal when Uwe  

appeared to the group as a Roman 

soldier, with cape, shield and sword 

(wooden) as befitted the ruins that we 

were visiting; he had the apparel to 

hand because of a youth camp activi-

ty that he had just completed.  We 

have fond memories of Uwe and he 

will undoubtedly be much missed by 

his church members – we wish him 

well in his new roles. 

 

Martin Casey 
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Saz Holland heard this prayer by the Right Rev Dr 
Jill Duff, Bishop of Lancaster, on the YouTube 
channel The Prayer Shield UK and kindly wrote it out 
for inclusion in Pathway. 
 
Lord, we come before you with our nation on our 
heart. We claim this nation for Jesus. We pray your 
kingdom come, your will be done in our churches, in 
our families, in our schools, in our businesses, in our 
government, in our legal system, in our entertain-
ment, arts, and sport. And for our key workers 
across every corner of this nation. 
 

Thank you for our incredible spiritual inheritance that 
you've given to the British Isles. We pray in our day 
for your reopening of those deep wells. Thank you 
that your horses and chariots of fire are on the hills 
all around and we ask that they may be potent in our 
time in claiming our nation for you. 
 

We pray for great wisdom for our government and all 
those in authority. And Jesus we pray for many 
many, people to come home. You said that you saw 

the crowds and your heart was filled with 
compassion because they were like sheep without a 
Shepherd. I ask therefore for the Lord of the harvest 
to drive out workers into his harvest field. And we 
call for workers for your harvest fields in the British 
Isles. Men, women, children who can speak 
languages, so that people can hear the wonders of 
God in their own tongues. 
 

And Jesus, I pray that you would call many lost sons 
and daughters home, safe at last. I pray for the 
transformation of our villages, our towns, our cities. I 
pray for the descending of the heavenly united 
kingdom to earth. 
 

I'm sorry for where the sin of the church has blocked 
and stopped and caught people underground. I'm 
sorry for where the sin of the offices we hold has 
held back your goodness. And I pray in these times 
that we might see in fresh ways a land of hope and 
glory, a land of heaven coming to earth, always for 
your glory Lord Jesus. Amen. 

Prayer for our nation 

Items for the August & September 2021 issue of Pathway should be given to  
Dominic Casey by Sunday 25

th
 July 2021 

Minister:  Revd. Andy Hall 
phone: 01202 698638  
email: minister@broadstoneurc.org 
    

Church Secretary:  Mrs Janet Meachin  
email: secretary@broadstoneurc.org 
  

Treasurer:                Mr Martin Sales 
email: treasurer@broadstoneurc.org 

Organist:                 Mr Martin Casey 
email: music@broadstoneurc.org 
 

Editor: Mr Dominic Casey 
email: pathway@broadstoneurc.org 
 

Web: www.broadstoneurc.org 
Facebook: Broadstone URC  
YouTube: Broadstone & Blandford URC 

Points of Contact 

On a lighter note... 
 
 
Left: Reuben Blunt, son of 
Cathryn Meachin, would like 
to thank the ladies of Yarn 
with Yarn for his lovely 
jumper, especially Jean 
Vincent who knitted it. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Right: from ‘Inherit the  

Mirth’ by Cuyler Black 
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