
 

  

Dear Friends 
 

You will not be surprised to learn that I am a big 

fan of pancakes. I don’t do very much of the 

cooking at home - I actually find it a bit stressful 

- but one of the things I’ll do is pancakes. I’ve 

loved them for as long as I can remember and 

Shrove Tuesday was something to really look 

forward to! 

 

What I wasn’t particularly aware of was the 

possible significance of the period between 

stuffing myself full of pancakes and the next 

great occasion on the calendar: the Easter 

Eggs! To be fair to my church and my family, 

none of us have ever really majored on the 

traditional church calendar and so it took me a 

while to really figure out what all this fuss was 

about giving up chocolate! 

 

As I’m writing I have 1 Corinthians 10 open in 

front of me (I’m preparing worship based around 

1 Cor 12, so it happens to be there!) and the 

words of v. 23 -24 and 31 seem rather appropri-

ate for this Lent season: 

We celebrate Lent in part as a kind of prepara-

tion for Easter, taking a lead from Jesus’ time in 

the wilderness, fasting and being tested. There’s 

definitely a sense that this time for Jesus was 

preparation for his coming ministry which would 

ultimately lead to the cross, his death and 

resurrection. 

 

I cannot recommend enough taking the time to 

reflect and to seek God in prayer and in study. If 

it is likely to make that easier or more focussed 

to stop doing something else, either to allow 

yourself time and space to think, or just as a 

reminder in your weekly rhythm, then go for it! If, 

however, it’s just going to be a month battling 

with yourself about that thing you love and 

you’re just not able to concentrate on anything 

else – then you might want to have a re-think! 

 

I believe that the key to Lent – and in fact to life 

all year round – is found in the verses above 

from Corinthians: whatever approach you want 

to take, just make sure that it’s going to be good 

for others and bring glory to God! 
 

Andy 
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“I have the right to do anything,” you say 

– but not everything is beneficial. “I have 

the right to do anything” – but not every-

thing is constructive. No one should 

seek their own good, but the good of 

others. 

 

So whether you eat or drink or whatever 

you do, do it all for the glory of God. 
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We remember in our prayers those who are, or have recently been injured, 
unwell or in hospital, including Mary Joyce, Eddie Lowdon, John Mogg, 
Audrey Wiffen and Betty Wilson. 

FAMILY NEWS 

Zooming towards Easter 
 

Dear Friends, 
  
Last Lent, over 60 people from the Broadstone 
Christian community joined together to study scrip-
ture, discuss faith in action and prepare together for 
Easter. This worked well and generated several 
joint Christian initiatives. 
  
Because of that, we plan to do it again! Sessions 
are likely to run on Wednesday evening and Thurs-
day morning (to be confirmed). If you would like to 
take part, please give your email contact and church 
community to: - nick.johnson@prcdtr.org.uk 
  
Even if you have no access to Zoom but want to 
take part, we would like to hear from you with a view 
to pairing you with another Christian willing to host 
you in their home to share the zoom access and this 
rich Lenten experience. 
 

Nick Johnson 

Poole Food Bank 
 
Poole Food Bank is located in St. James’ Church 
Centre down near the Quay. They now have so 
much more room to store and distribute the dona-
tions given by the public. This means that they can 
take in as much food as people can supply. Our 
Food Donation box is permanently placed at the 
back of the church on the floor to the left of the 
entrance doors. If you wish to support them in this 
vital work you can bring your donation any Sunday 
and it will be delivered to the Centre.  
  
Currently there is a need for tinned meat, tinned 
vegetables, and toiletries, but any contribution 
would be very much welcomed. Recently many of 
you will have seen the TV report of the new Bishop 
of Salisbury visiting Poole Food Bank and speaking 
to Gill Payne who manages the Centre and who 
came to our Harvest Supper a few years ago. 
 
Val Rowberry 

An update from Blandford 
 
I’ve been asked a few times if I could update you all 
on the life of Blandford URC - the other bit of this 
wonderful pastorate! 
 
Three things that are really worth you knowing 
about and praying for please: the church itself, 
ecumenical life and the projects that use the church. 
 
Blandford URC is a small congregation; it was small 
when I was called and Covid has not helped its 
growth! That said, there is a very faithful core that 
despite the huge challenges are keen to keep 
worshipping together and doing what they can to 
enable God’s mission to grow in and from the 
church. We are currently gathering twice per month 
on the 2nd and 4th Sunday as we make our way 
back from lockdown. We all want to see that grow, 
but it might be that a very different style of worship, 
that isn’t on Sunday, may be the better way forward. 
Perhaps a bit of a Pop-In for adults, possibly incor-
porating cooking classes and debt advice with 
prayer and worship. 
 
The ecumenical life in Blandford has always been 
strong and everyone really only talks about the 
church in Blandford, rather than churches together. 
We all seem to get on very well, worshipping togeth-
er on any 5th Sunday and supporting each other 
whenever we can. We’ve recently welcomed a new 
Anglican to the team in Chris Beaumont, at the 
Parish Church. We all think he’ll fit in very well! 
 
The close nature of the churches in Blandford is 
what led to the Faithworks foodbank coming to the 
URC. It’s run by a real mix of members from across 
the churches and needed a bigger space. It was a 
fair bit of work to make it happen, but they moved in 
just as the first lockdown began. 
 
I’ll perhaps get some facts, figures and photos for 
another time, but for now I’ll simply say that the 
team are fantastic and they are doing incredible 
work! There is such a great atmosphere in what was 
once a fairly underused building. The foodbank are 
now only part of the story as they have been joined 
by REACH, who offer addiction support, and 
TREADS, who work with young people. This is 
alongside a number of other support services that 
often meet in the new welcome room. Of course we 
also shouldn’t forget the tireless work of Blandford 
Cares getting clothing to refugees in need. 
 
This is just a taster really of what’s going on, please 
do pray for the work and especially God’s presence 
with the teams as they do the many jobs that need 
doing to keep these projects going!! 
 
Revd. Andy Hall 

Paperback appeal! 
 
Val Rowberry has asked if people have any  
paperback books lying around then she would love 
to receive them to sell on the bookcase in the 
hall. All proceeds go to church funds. 
 
There has been a big run on them over the past few 
weeks and stocks are low!  

Congratulations to Annaleise (née  Depper) and 
her husband Andrew, who have had a baby son, 
Callum. He was born on the 1st of January, 
weighing 7lb 4oz. (Photo on page 4) 

mailto:nick.johnson@prcdtr.org.uk
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Though some restrictions were still in place 
we were finally able to return to having  
Festival Nativity Service (right) and Carol  
Service (above) on 19th December. 
 
Thank you to all who organised, participated and attended these services, with special thanks to Andy, Martin 
Casey, Gill McDonald, Tim Meachin, the Music Group, Ian McDonald, and the, frankly, Oscar-winning perfor-
mances by members of the congregation in the Nativity service! 

Church Life in Pictures… Christmas 2021! 

We also held an in-person Advent Pop-in 
on 11th December, featuring crafts of all 
kinds, including Christingles, followed by 
a short service led by Andy. 
 
A big thank you to Gill McDonald and her 
volunteers for all their hard work. 
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Those in church recently may have seen at the back 
a 2022 picture calendar from our friends at 
Zwölf-Apostel-Kirche – a gift to us, designed 
by Traudl and Andreas Frefat and sent by 
Dr. Florian Theobald, who has newly taken 
over co-ordinating our twinning link at Zwölf-
Apostel-Kirche. (Traudl Frefat stepped down 
from the role before the pandemic started, if 
you remember.) Dr. Theobald is a teacher 
and married with three pre-teenagers; we look 
forward to getting to know him and his family 
on our visits.  The ‘Post-It’ gives a roundup of 
some other moves since we met up. 
 
Do you realise that it was 2019 when friends 
from Frankenthal last visited? Our hoped-for 
return visit in 2020 was ‘overtaken by events’. 
We look forward to a chance to meet up when-
ever that becomes 
possible. Now then, 
‘brain exercises’ are 
supposed to be good 
for us, so how about 
learning or brushing 
up your German! 
  
Martin Casey &  
Janet Shortland 

All Change in Frankenthal! An update 

Callum, son of Annaleise (née  Depper) and 
her husband Andrew, now one month old! 

From ‘Inherit the Mirth’ by Cuyler Black 
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The Fifth Mark of Mission is to be good stewards 
of creation. Hidden by the current media fixation 
with convivial meetings, there has been little said 
and less done about the global crisis that is the 
climate emergency. COP26 has been and gone, 
and has moved from the headlines. Are we as a 
church doing our bit? Are we as individuals doing 
as much as we can? 
 
The idea of having a group of like-minded people 
who can bounce ideas off each other, encourage 
and enthuse us all to do more to look after God’s 
creation has surfaced again. But to do what, you 
say? There is a wide scope of possible actions – 
maybe that is part of the problem – so anyone  
willing to help in any way, including the practical at 
church, but also helping lifestyle discussions and 
advocacy, would be welcome. This planet is our 
responsibility and we all need to get behind this, 
whether practically or in prayerful support and  
encouragement (or both). A wide view of the crisis 
includes issues of Climate Justice, which the CTiB 
Justice and Peace Group has on its agenda. 
 
Practical steps at church – not wishing to prejudge 
or direct what we might do – could include reduc-
ing its carbon footprint (e.g., add insulation) to  
improving the bio-diversity (let’s look at the use of 
the field). I also have three bird boxes waiting to 
be put up if anyone would like to advise on where 
they should best go! Alongside the hands-on, 
there is the help and guidance to us all to love  
creation more. 
 
The church is already affiliated to the ‘Eco-church’ 
initiative by the Christian charity ‘A Roche UK’ and 

we can measure our progress using the score 
from the survey that Eco-church has, and use it to 
identify what we could do better. The survey  
covers five areas of church life: ‘Worship and 
teaching’, ‘Buildings’, ‘Land and Community’, 
‘Global Engagement’ and ‘Lifestyle’. Andy and oth-
ers preach and lead on the importance of creation, 
(and maybe you enjoyed the ‘Creation’ snippets in 
Postal Church last year!) and thus our ‘Worship 
and teaching’ score is good, but the others lag  
behind. So next, we need to put more into action! 
We are at the ‘bronze’ level overall so there is 
more we can do, using the Eco-church survey for 
prompts. 
 
The most recent Churches Together in Broad-
stone Café Church focussed on our part in crea-
tion and our responsibilities, and the Broadstone 
churches agreed to work together to improve our 
personal and our churches’ understanding and 
action on this. We agreed to follow the ‘Eco-
church’ initiative mentioned above, and to form a 
CTiB co-ordinating group between the churches. A 
first meeting is in planning for this month or next, 
when Rev. Lyndon Webb, curate at St. John’s who 
is pioneering this, will outline what St John's has 
done, for our encouragement and guidance (and 
maybe a few actions!). A follow-up meeting later in 
the spring is envisaged, to keep in touch and see 
how we are getting on. 
 
If you are interested in collaborating to make a dif-
ference – in whatever way you feel able – please 
have a word with Andy Hall or Martin Casey.  
 
Martin Casey 

God’s Creation – Climate emergency - Us 

Definitely dressed for dinner! The  
unmistakable bright pink-red waistcoat 
and black head & tail of two male  
bullfinches, accompanied by their  
partners, are a colourful sight at the 
bird table. You may hear them before 
you see them, with their piping "chip-
chip-cheeeers". They will feed on buds 
of fruit bushes, so beware! 

We've been reminded this week to 
make sure that we keep our bird  
feeders clean, especially with Avian 'flu 
around. 
 
Cecilia Casey 

 
Photos of local flora and fauna taken 
by members of the congregation  
became a regular feature in the Postal 
Church that went out each week over 
lockdown. If anyone is missing an  
outlet for their pictures, please do send 
them to pathway@broadstoneurc.org! 

mailto:pathway@broadstoneurc.org
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What is Tu Bishvat? I thought I knew every Jewish 
tradition and celebration under the sun!? Thanks to 
Central Synagogue in New York, 4 years ago, Rabbi 
Angela Buchdahl introduced me to a new tradition 
which I had not heard of before 
 
In fact, Tu Bishvat is not so much a festival. Rather, it 
marked an important date for Jewish farmers in 
ancient history. The Bible states, “When you enter the 
land [of Israel] and plant any tree for food, you shall 
regard its fruit as forbidden. Three years it shall be 
forbidden for you, not to be eaten” Lev 19:23. The fruit 
of the fourth year was to be offered to the priests in 
the Temple as a gift of gratitude for the bounty of the 
land, and the fifth-year fruit – and all subsequent fruit 
– was finally for the farmer. This Jewish law, however, 
raised a difficulty of knowing exactly when the famer 
planted the tree! For simplicity, a general “birthday” for 
all trees was set the same day every year, regardless 
when they were planted. 
 
In the Mediterranean, the wet season begins with the 
festival of Sukkot, in September. It takes about three 
to four months for the rains of the new year to saturate 
the soil and the trees to produce fruit. The date of Tu 
Bishvat, usually falling at the end of January or early 
Febuary, therefore marked the divide: all fruit which 
blossom before are a product of the rains of the 
previous year, and are tithed together with the crops 
of the previous year. 
 
Fruit trees are awarded special status in the Torah 
because of their importance in sustaining life and as a 
symbol of God’s divine favour and mercy. Even during 
times of war, God warns the Israelites, “When in your 
war against a city you have to besiege it a long time in 

order to capture it, you must not destroy its trees … 
Only trees that you know do not yield food may be 
destroyed”. Deut 20:19-20. 
 
On this day it is customary to partake of the fruit with 
which the Holy Land is praised: olives, dates, grapes, 
figs and pomegranates (Deut 8:8). If tasting any of 
these fruit for the first time this season, many people 
would recite the Shehecheyanu blessing, a blessing 
recited on joyous occasions, thanking God for 
"sustaining us and enabling us to reach this 
occasion”. In more modern times, Tu Bishvat has also 
been linked with stewardship of the Earth and 
environmental activism. 
 
When writing this article for Pathway, the song “The 
Tree of the fields shall clap their hands” came to mind. 
I remember singing this in Sunday School when I was 
younger. I couldn’t quite understand, why or how trees 
would clap their hands… they aren’t people nor do 
they have hands! It’s made of wood! However, it does 
make a kind of sense to me now linking this song to 
Tu Bishvat. By the 4th year of growing trees, our 
ancestors would have given praise and thanksgiving 
to God for his bounty and for all who he was and is. 
So, with thanksgiving, let’s recite The Shehecheyanu 
Blessing 
 
Baruch atah, Adonai Eloheinu, Melech haolam, 
shehecheyanu, v'kiy'manu, v'higiyanu laz'man hazeh. 
 

Blessed are You, Adonai our God, Sovereign of all, 
who has kept us alive, sustained us, and brought us to 
this season. And let us say Amen 
 
Saz Holland 

 

In the second series on the festivals Jesus would have known, from a Christian perspective, we examine: 

Tu Bishvat 

Items for the April & May 2022 issue of Pathway should be given to  
Dominic Casey by Sunday 27

th
 March 2022 

Points of Contact 
 

Minister:  Revd. Andy Hall 
phone: 01202 698638  
email: minister@broadstoneurc.org 
    

Church Secretary:  Mrs Janet Meachin  
email: secretary@broadstoneurc.org 
  

Treasurer:                Mr Martin Sales 
email: treasurer@broadstoneurc.org 
 
Organist:                 Mr Martin Casey 
email: music@broadstoneurc.org 
 

Editor: Mr Dominic Casey 
email: pathway@broadstoneurc.org 
 

Web: www.broadstoneurc.org 
Facebook: Broadstone URC  
YouTube: Broadstone & Blandford URC 

Weekly Activities 
 
Sunday 10.30 am Morning Service 
   Holy Communion celebrated 1

st
 Sunday 

  in the month    

 
Tuesday 12.30 pm ‘Oasis’ House Group 
    (3

rd
 in month) 

 

 
Wednesday 10.00 am  Yarn with Yarn Charity Craft Group 
    (alternate weeks) 
  2.00 pm  Toddler Group 
 

 
Thursday   10.30 am Ladies’ Coffee Morning 
             (alternate weeks) 
  

Monthly Church Meeting - contact Church Secretary for 
details. 
See weekly news-sheet or get in touch for details of 
‘Oasis’, Ladies’ Coffee Morning, and other activities 

mailto:minister@broadstoneurc.org
mailto:secretary@broadstoneurc.org
mailto:treasurer@broadstoneurc.org
mailto:music@broadstoneurc.org
mailto:pathway@broadstoneurc.org
http://www.broadstoneurc.org
https://www.facebook.com/groups/BroadstoneURC
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCdDCbpoBKufPKo9SbX3Xj8Q/videos

