
 

  

Dear Friends 
 

The Greatest Day in History?  
 

Above is the title of a Tim Hughes song, with the 

chorus “Oh, Happy Day!” I wonder if you agree? 

Is Easter the greatest day? If we think in terms 

of the modern spectacle, surely Christmas wins? 

I very much suspect that this might be due to 

Easter not having the giving and receiving (and 

therefore buying) of gifts at its core? That, 

though, is only taking into account the size of 

the party, and not the significance of the day 

itself.  

  

If we’re looking for significance, do any of the 7 

days of creation compete? The creation of night 

and day? The first humans? The first emerging 

leaf of Rhubarb? Or perhaps Noah and the 

rainbow of promise? Or maybe Abraham and his 

huge family? They are all very significant events 

in the bigger story of God and creation, but all of 

them seem to find even greater expression in 

the story of Easter.   

 

Creation gives us a beautiful picture when all 

was deemed to be ‘good’; a world at peace and 

in harmony with its creator. God, walking and 

talking with God’s people in a truly unspoilt 

world. Many would understand this as ‘pre-

history’, a theological reflection on our origins, 

but few would disagree that God is in some way 

the origin of all creation and that the world we 

see and love today has suffered a great deal at 

our hands. Might there be a way we could return 

to that garden?  

 

Noah’s story is terrifying, but does reveal a truth: 

that complete destruction of the planet for the 

purposes of a fresh start is not an option. The 

potter stands looking at his clay, so distorted 

and broken, yet sees such beauty shining 

through. What might be done?  

  

Perhaps a special people could help? Abra-

ham’s family might be a way forward. A people 

to bless to be light to the world. A people who 

might create a way of living that is loving and 

sustainable?   

  

All those stories and many more come to a point 

at Easter: the searching for a way back to the 

close relationship with God only seen at the 

beginning, a lasting and non-violent response to 

evil and darkness, and something that would 

both realise the purpose of a people, but be for 

everyone. Even Christmas, though so wonderful 

a moment in its own right, is, at its heart, the 

beginning of the Easter story.  

  

So yes, it might well be the greatest day in 

History and certainly a day that needs celebrat-

ing, but much more importantly, it needs us to 

respond.  

  

Oh Happy Day!! 

Have a great Easter.  

  

Andy 
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We remember in our prayers those who are, or have recently been injured, 
unwell or in hospital, including Mary Joyce, Eddie Lowdon, John Mogg, 
Alison, daughter of Val Sykes, and Betty Wilson. 

 
It’s with great sadness that since our last issue of Pathway we must announce the passing of three 
congregants of our church: Audrey Whiffin, John Evans and just recently, Pat Snow, all three of whom 
were well-known and well-loved by many. Audrey Whiffin (1924-2022) attended Broadstone URC for many 
years, and will be greatly missed by those around her. John and his wife Liz joined us around a decade 
ago, and I personally remember singing next to John in music group, where he was often quiet, but then 
would then completely catch me out with a hilarious comment, leaving me chuckling as we practiced the 
next song; there are more words about John on page 4. We will write more about Pat in our next issue, but 
as a stalwart member of the congregation she will be missed by all. 
 
Many congratulations to Cecil and June Lawrence, who on the 22nd March celebrated their Platinum 
Wedding Anniversary! 

 
 
We must give our hearty well 
wishes to not one, but two families 
who have both gained a new 
member in March! 
 
James and Alison Meachin have 
welcomed a son, Edward Oscar, 
weighing 8lb 5oz (left). 
 
Kathryn (née Casey) and David 
Emerson welcomed their firstborn, 
Elanor Rose, weighing in at 8lb 7oz 
(right). 
 
All parents and children are now 
home, healthy, and doing well. 
 
 

 
On the subject of children and new lives, Benjamin 
and Harry Shortland, children of Mark and Aram, 
were recently baptised (left), attended by family and 
friends, and followed by a cream tea! 

And finally, in some slightly belated news 
(apologies!) Benjamin Shortland was signed to 
Zebedee Talent Agency last year and photos of Ben 
with Aram (right) were published on Vogue’s website 
in a series on motherhood and family life. 

FAMILY NEWS 
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Church Life in Pictures… 

Something a little lighter… 
 
George Goodbody arrived at Curry Club 
in March with a beer mat featuring a 
familiarly-named ale. He remained 
bullish on the probable relationship, 
believing the beautiful woman featured 
could only be a close relative of his. 
Those in attendance were unconvinced 
by his tale! 

The March Pop-in took place on Saturday 12th,  
exploring the parable of the mustard seed in many 
creative ways! 
 
A big thank you to Gill McDonald and her volun-
teers for all their hard work. 

Photos by 
Jim Tudor 

Our Mothering Sunday service on the 27th March saw us 
once again distributing beautiful posies of daffodils and  
foliage to the mothers in the church, and more for those at 
home or friends and family. 
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Mick and I were privileged to have John and Liz as 
part of our pastoral care group for some years. 
John was a quiet, personal gentleman – it is one 
of those sad truisms that you get to know so much 
more of someone from the eulogies at their 
funeral, and this we did with John. 
 
John and Liz joined us at Broadstone about 10 
years ago and have been loyal members of our 
church family ever since. For the first 25 years of 
their married life they worshipped at Bunyan 
Meeting, an independent Christian Church in 
Bedford where they lived. John took an active part 
in the church there as a Deacon and as a member 
of the choir. Liz describes him as a man with a 
great sense of humour and very quick-witted!! 
 
John and Liz had two children – Andrew, and Katy 
who lives locally. The whole family had a passion 
for sailing and in the early days canoeing seems 
to have been the hobby of choice. I am told that 
fibreglass could be found all over the house at 
times so it would appear that some of the canoes 
were made or repaired at home. 
 
John was a member of the Fire Brigade and it was 
his life, from starting out as a Junior Fireman and 
working his way through the ranks to the role of 
Divisional Officer. During this time, he produced a 
magazine for the Fire Service and, in later years, 
when living in Broadstone, he was Secretary of 

the Corfe Mullen Tennis Club where he produced 
their magazine, the Mullen Racquet. A man of 
many talents!! 
 
Sadly, John had to retire from the Fire Service 
through ill health at the age of 45 although in later 
years he worked for Dorset County Council as a 
Fire Safety Officer after the family moved to 
Broadstone. Living here with the sea on our 
doorstep gave John an opportunity to indulge in 
his passion for sailing his own boat. John was also 
extremely good at many sports, including 
badminton, tennis and table tennis. Anyone 
playing these games knows that to adapt from the 
stroke play of badminton to tennis at a high level is 
no mean feat. Some of you will remember the 
social evenings we used to hold on a Friday night 
when John enjoyed the chance to play table tennis 
on our somewhat rickety table! 
 
He also had a talent for music and derived a great 
deal of pleasure from playing the organ he had at 
home. He did attend our own Music Group for a 
short time before Parkinson’s and later dementia 
robbed him of his ability to enjoy these moments. 
Liz and John were married for 51 years and the 
family has been a tower of strength during these 
difficult years. John was a quiet, and special, man 
of so many talents, who will be missed by us all. 
 
Val Rowberry 

 

In memoriam 

Our friend John Evans 

My journey with Stepwise  
 

Stepwise is the discipleship training programme 
from the URC. It replaces TLS (Training, Learning 
and Serving) course which the URC had offered in 
the past and I had completed. The new training 
course is, in their words “for everyone: all ages, 
shapes and sizes” – including you and me. 
 
Stepwise is shaped around your strengths and 
needs, in the context of your own community and 
church. It emphasises the importance of learning 
from your daily life – wherever you are and whoev-
er God might be calling you to be.  It is designed 
for people of all ages, backgrounds and aims to 
deepen your discipleship and help you to grow in 
your faith journey. 
 
Since I was in my mid-teens, I felt strongly called 
by God to go into ministry. To cut a very long story 
short, last year I studied, explored and trained on 
Faith Filled Life, the basic foundational stream of 
Stepwise. Our lecturers and leaders were from the 
Wessex Synod and were a delight to work with  

 
 

and learn from. Each session, we would explore 
different subjects, themes and different aspects of 
church ministry. As well as this, we were encour-
aged to journal, to pray, to continue with our cur-
rent ministries and in addition to explore new op-
portunities. We were also encouraged to find new 
ways of making our faith stronger and creating a 
deeper relationship with God. Among the tools I 
used was the pattern of reciting a prayer two or 
three times a day, in my case the Shema (Deut 
6:4). As you might guess from my other Pathway 
articles, using prayers and understanding customs 
which Jesus would have known is important to 
me, so I also downloaded two mobile apps 
(Chabad Daily Study and Sefaria Study Bible, if 
you are interested!) to find the real depth, richness 
and history of Jesus’s times. It’s a real hit for me! 
 
Halfway though the course, we learnt about grief, 
chaplaincy and outreach from three organisations 
outside of the URC. Throughout the duration of 
the course, we receive... Continued on page 5 
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News from the Traidcraft stand  
 

We are delighted that our Fairtrade Church status 
has recently been successfully renewed, thanks in 
no small part to the support that we give to 
Traidcraft.    
 

Traidcraft not only provides a consistently fair 
price to producers in the Third 
World, but goes beyond that to 
work with their producer-
partners on a long-term basis to 
support wider community 
developments and also help 
them to diversify in the rapidly-
changing world in which we are 
now living.    
 

However, Traidcraft believes that Fairtrade 
certification on its own just isn’t enough any more, 
and that being organic and sustainable is equally 
important, to reduce the impact of climate 
change. With this in mind, it has started selling the 
Bio-D range of cleaning products.    
 
Made in the UK, Bio-D create 100% hypoallergen-
ic, vegan and environmentally friendly cleaning 
products made from ethically sourced, plant-based 
ingredients.  

 
 

Bio-D are one of only 1,000 companies in the UK 
with an accreditation that recognises their 
prioritisation of sustainability in all parts of their 
business, including ingredients, packaging, 
accountability, workforce and more.  
 

A massive advantage of the Bio-D 
range of liquids, is that we can 
purchase large containers of the 
products to offer a refill service.  The 
items that we can offer on refill are:-  
• Washing up liquid  
• Laundry liquid  
• Fabric conditioner  
• Liquid soap handwash  
 

We can only purchase large containers of 
products that you are willing to use, therefore 
please come and chat to us at the stall over coffee 
if you would like to try any of these 
items.  Alternatively you can give us a ring.    
 

We urge everyone to buy at least one of your 
regular shopping-list items from us, whether that 
be from the cleaning range or one of the other 
products. 
 

Gill McDonald 

My journey with Stepwise (cont. from page 4) 
... regular support from our spiritual directors who 
prayed, guided and supported us in our studies. 
 
After completion of the foundation stream, Step-
wise has four training courses to offer (Faith Filled 
Worship, Faith Filled Leadership, Faith Filled 
Community and Faith Filled Confidence), and I 
have been accepted to be on Faith Filled Worship 
later in the year, which specialises in leading  
worship, hearing, interpreting and sharing God’s 
word, exploring the building blocks of Christian 
worship in traditional and modern ways, and think-
ing about how worship is a transformative activity 
where God is encountered and lives are changed. 
The Wessex Synod offers Faith Filled Worship as 

a pathway to become an accredited lay preacher 
in the local area. This includes additional written 
work, essays and evidence of ministry tasks, how-
ever people who are not called to become a lay 
preacher can still do this course with a lesser 
workload. It’s well worth the time to explore your 
faith journey via Stepwise and it’s an opportunity 
not to be missed. 
 

If Stepwise sounds like it’s for you, to explore, to 
study, to pray and to learn about your journey with 
God, I encourage you to get in touch with the  
Synod on stepwise@urc.org.uk, or contact our 
Development and Support Officer Rev Mary 
Thomas (dso-s@urcwessex.org.uk). 
 

Saz Holland 

Update from Frankenthal  
 

Since the last Pathway, I can report that Simone 
Schlör, now Simone Gerber, returned to Zwölf-
Apostel-Kirche on 1st March 2022 as their 
minister. Simone’s ‘Einführungsgottesdienst’ – 
literally ‘Introductory Service’, but Induction in our 
terms – will be on Sunday 3rd July. We have 
asked our Twinning co-ordinator, Dr. Florian 
Theobald to give our church’s greetings, and he 
has invited us to attend if we are able. Simone, in 
an introductory article in ZAK’s quarterly 
magazine, says that she is delighted to be back  

 
 

and part of the church, and with 
friends she had previously made. 
The ZAK Elders are also very 
pleased about this, knowing her from 
her time with them. In addition, the 
church has elected a new Dean, 
Mathias Gaschott, to succeed 
Dekanin Sieglinde Ganz-Walther. So, 
there is a time of excitement and 
change ahead for the church. 
 

Martin Casey & Janet Shortland 

mailto:stepwise@urc.org.uk
mailto:dso-s@urcwessex.org.uk
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As I said in the last article, I thought I knew every 
Jewish festival, and along the same lines I am still 
proven wrong! Thanks to Senior Cantor Daniel Mutlu 
from Central Synagogue in New York, during 
lockdown last year I was introduced to the festival of 
Lag BaOmer.   
  
Lag BaOmer is a minor, festive holiday that falls on 
the 33rd day of ’Omer’, the seven week duration 
between Passover and Shavuot. The numerical value 
of the Hebrew letter lamed is 30, and the value of 
gimel is three; lamed and gimel together are 
pronounced “lahg”. This year, Lag BaOmer is 
celebrated on May 18-19th. This minor holiday gives 
Jews a break from the semi-mourning restrictions (no 
parties or events with music, no weddings, no 
haircuts) that are customarily in place for some 
Jewish communities during the Omer. 
  
Rabbi Shimon bar Yochai, who lived in the 2nd 
century, was an influential teacher and interpreter of 
the Torah. On the day of his passing, Rabbi 
Shimon instructed people to mark the date as “the 
day of my joy.” Many Rabbis around the world explain 
that the final day of a righteous person’s earthly life 
marks the point at which all their deeds, teachings 
and work achieve their culminating perfection and the 
zenith of their impact upon our lives. So each Lag 
BaOmer, Jews celebrate Rabbi Shimon’s life and the 
revelation of the esoteric soul of the Torah.  
  
Lag BaOmer also commemorates another joyous 
event. The Talmud (a central text of Jewish law and 
theology) relates that in the weeks between the 
Jewish holidays of Passover and Shavuot, a plague 

raged among people of the great sage Rabbi 
Akiva (teacher of Rabbi Shimon bar Yochai), because 
they failed to act respectfully towards each other. 
These weeks are therefore observed as a period of 
mourning, with various joyous activities proscribed by 
law and custom. On Lag BaOmer the deaths ceased. 
This context also gives Lag BaOmer an additional 
theme of loving and respecting one another.  
  
Throughout the holiday of Lag BaOmer, there are 
many customs such as singing joyous songs, having 
bonfires, playing with toy bow and arrows, having 
haircuts, and having parades and street parties. One 
of most popular songs of this festival is called ‘Bar 
Yohai’, sung by Jews all over the world. The song 
speaks of Rabbi Shimon’s life and influence to 
millions of people. The chorus recites ‘Fortunate are 
you, anointed with joyous oil over and above your 
companion’. I found this reminiscent of our biblical 
ancestors, who have gone before all of us, including 
you and me, in the way that Deuteronomy 30:19-20 
and Proverbs 21:21 told: 
  
Deuteronomy 30:19-20 “This day I call the heavens 
and the earth as witnesses against you that I have set 
before you life and death, blessings and curses. Now 
choose life, so that you and your children may live 
and that you may love the Lord your God, listen to his 
voice, and hold fast to him. For the Lord is your life, 
and he will give you many years in the land he swore 
to give to your fathers, Abraham, Isaac and Jacob.” 
  
Proverbs 21:21 “If you try to be kind and good, you 
will be blessed with life and goodness and honour.” 
  
Saz Holland 

 

In the second series on Jewish festivals and traditions, from a Christian perspective, we examine: 

Lag BaOmer 

Items for the June & July 2022 issue of Pathway should be given to  
Dominic Casey by Sunday 29

th
 May 2022 

Points of Contact 
 

Minister:  Revd. Andy Hall 
phone: 01202 698638  
email: minister@broadstoneurc.org 
    

Church Secretary:  Mrs Janet Meachin  
email: secretary@broadstoneurc.org 
  

Treasurer:                Mr Martin Sales 
email: treasurer@broadstoneurc.org 
 
Organist:                 Mr Martin Casey 
email: music@broadstoneurc.org 
 

Editor: Mr Dominic Casey 
email: pathway@broadstoneurc.org 
 

Web: www.broadstoneurc.org 
Facebook: Broadstone URC  
YouTube: Broadstone & Blandford URC 

Weekly Activities 
 
Sunday 10.30 am Morning Service 
   Holy Communion celebrated 1

st
 Sunday 

  in the month    

 
Tuesday 12.30 pm ‘Oasis’ House Group 
    (3

rd
 in month) 

 

 
Wednesday 10.00 am  Yarn with Yarn Charity Craft Group 
    (alternate weeks) 
  2.00 pm  Toddler Group 
 

 
Thursday   10.30 am Ladies’ Coffee Morning 
             (alternate weeks) 
  

Monthly Church Meeting - contact Church Secretary for 
details. 
See weekly news-sheet or get in touch for details of 
‘Oasis’, Ladies’ Coffee Morning, and other activities 

mailto:minister@broadstoneurc.org
mailto:secretary@broadstoneurc.org
mailto:treasurer@broadstoneurc.org
mailto:music@broadstoneurc.org
mailto:pathway@broadstoneurc.org
http://www.broadstoneurc.org
https://www.facebook.com/groups/BroadstoneURC
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCdDCbpoBKufPKo9SbX3Xj8Q/videos

