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Dear Friends

Jesus and the back of the queue...

You'll know well that some sermons go better
than others. What | love about leading a church
is that there is enough forgiveness for a bad
week to enable members to return and see if
things pick up the next week! Usually my focus
is straight into the next week, trying to listen for
what God might be wanting to speak through
our readings each week and our time together.

This last week (Sunday 22nd as | write this) has
troubled me somewhat. This may make an
appearance this Sunday too, but | feel the need
to air my worries here as well because | feel |
missed something that is so important about our
life in the world and Jesus action within it.

It refers to the story of the man waiting at the
pool near the sheep gate in John 5. The man
says that “I have no one to help me into the pool
when the water is stirred. While | am trying to
get in, someone else goes down ahead of me.” |
managed to emphasise that Jesus gives priority
to those at the back of the queue, but in the
moment could only manage an illustration about
Tesco. Disappointing.

Being at the back of the queue and much more
importantly, being unable to access the help and
services you are trying to access, or just being
unable to live life because of constant barriers
and prejudice is a hugely serious problem. This
was a real opportunity to at least highlight, even

tentatively, the evils of racism, sexism (to name
a very few) and the privilege that the majority of
us hold. The problem can sometimes be that we
don’t feel qualified to talk about such issues, or
are concerned we’ll say something wrong, but
talking and learning are definitely a great first
step.

| will do my best to keep an eye on these
opportunities during a sermon, but do feel free
to challenge me when you think I've missed a
real opportunity like this!

Lord Jesus, you saw that man by the pool and
brought him healing. May we continually seek to
grow in our understanding and reflect on how
our lives impact others, near and far. Holy Spirit,
please reveal to us when we are the problem
and need to change!

Audy




We remember in our prayers those
who are, or have recently been
injured, unwell or in hospital,

Charles Meachin, John Mogg, and Betty
Wilson. We also keep in our thoughts Elizabeth
Howard’s daughter, and Elizabeth herself who
has been lovingly caring for her.

It's with sadness that we learnt of the passing of
Mary Joyce, a long-time member of our church
and great friend to many. There are some words
remembering Joyce on page 4.

There is also an obituary for Pat Snow on page 5,
who passed away just before publication of our
previous issue.

FAMILY NEWS

including Margaret van Coller, Eddie Lowdon,

John Mogg will soon be leaving our
congregation as he moves to
Llanddarog, Carmarthenshire to be
closer to family. We wish him all the best for the
future!

Many congratulations to Max Rycroft and
Chrissy Green, who were married in a beautiful
ceremony at the church on Saturday 14th May.

And lastly, we can celebrate the baptism of
Amelia and Joshua Davis, great grandchildren of
Pam Sales, at the church in April. Pictures on
page 3.

“If you give a man a fish, you feed him for a day. If you teach a man to fish, you
feed him for a lifetime.”

This is such a well known, yet true quotation, and it
is exactly the basis on which "Tools for Self
Reliance" works. Among other things, they send
haberdashery kits to participants in the vocational
training projects they fund and equip in Africa. The
kits are sent alongside sewing machines and
fabric. Materials are available in Africa so these
haberdashery kits are intended as a start-up kit for
each trainee, helping them to earn money once
they graduate, to then purchase more materials as
needed.

Like many of us in lockdown, | sorted out some
unwanted sewing items and with some friends

filled a haberdashery box for this Charity. I'm now
filing another one and | wondered if any of you
had any items of sewing, knitting or crochet you
could donate.

Items include zips, fasteners, buckles, scissors,
bindings, trims, thread, buttons etc as well as
knitting needles, patterns & wool and crochet
hooks & thread. If you have any items to donate or
want the complete list please email me at
carolinemfoster@btinternet.com.

Caroline Foster

Involved in anything coming soon?

Once of the nice things about our church commu-
nity is the chance to find out about and support
different local activities through the involvement of
our members. If you have an event coming up that
you would like to write a couple of sentences
about in Pathway, and potentially attract some
visitors or audience to, please do email me on
pathway@broadstoneurc.org.

On the subject of items for this newsletter, photos
of local flora and fauna taken by members of the
congregation became a regular feature in the
Postal Church that went out each week over
lockdown. If anyone is missing an outlet for their
pictures, you are also welcome to send them in to
Pathway!

As always, if any has any thoughts, feedback or
suggestions for Pathway, I'd be delighted to hear
them.

Dominic Casey

Your garden in June & July
Based on the RHS monthly gardening tips &
advice

As the weather heats up, gardening jobs for June
include pruning many spring-flowering shrubs,
staking tall or floppy plants, and harvesting
lettuce, radish, other salads, and early potatoes.
Throughout the summer, don’t forget to also open
greenhouse doors and vents to keep them cool,
and shade them where you can.

Keep plants in bloom by regularly deadheading
bedding plants and repeat-flowering perennials,
and as we move in to July, you can start to
harvest courgettes before they become marrows,
and, if you’re lucky enough to have any, collect
apricots and nectarines.

Something a little lighter...

Q: Who in the Bible knew the most people?
A: Abraham knew a Lot.
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Church life in pictures...

Below & below left:
Amelia and Joshua Davis were baptised in April.
Pictured below with Revd Andy Hall, and®

below-right with their assembled family members. g

In fact, this is Pam’s entire clan of descendants
and their spouses, who came to celebrate!
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Above:
Max Rycroft and Chrissy Green were married on
Saturday 14th May. As the official photos are still
awaited, please enjoy this happy newlywed selfie!

It's that time of year again!

Last year Tim Meachin completed the 63 mile route
of the Macmillan Cancer Support Dorset Bike Ride
as he was 63 at the time! | went round the same
route with lan McDonald and Clifford, a friend from
my walking group. They had no trouble at all but |
nearly gave up; | had problems with sticky brakes
and only got round because | was encouraged by
lan and Clifford, revived with a cup of tea and ham
roll, and very touched by the kindness of a complete
stranger in a white van who offered to mend my
bike!

The Macmillan Bike Ride

This year we are a bit post-Covid so plan to do the
38 mile route, except Clifford who is as fit as usual
and will do 63 miles. We may attempt the 48 mile
route if the sun is shining, there is a following wind,
things are going incredibly well and there are no
mechanical issues!

If you would like to sponsor us, please contact Tim,
lan or myself. Last year we raised £1496 so Thank
You, as always.

Janet Shortland




In memoriam
Mary Joyce
9th August 1927 - 11th May 2022

Mary was born in Parkstone to parents Harry,
from Bournemouth, and Eda (nicknamed ‘Boo’),
from Bath. Mary’s maternal Grandfather was a
Methodist lay preacher in Bath, so Mary was
brought up as a Methodist and attended the
Ashley Road Methodist Church in Upper
Parkstone with her older sister, Eda. They both
also attended the Sunday School there.

Mary, in time, became a Sunday School teacher
herself, but left to join the Young Peoples
Fellowship, which she enjoyed very much,
eventually becoming a leader. Each Christmas,
the Fellowship would make up parcels of toys and
food from donations and, the week before
Christmas, they would take them to people on a
list of the poorer families in the community, where
they were received with tears, disbelief and hugs.
This alone would make Mary’s own Christmas
worthwhile. Charity and helping others was a
feature throughout Mary’s life.

Mary met her future husband Dennis at their
place of work and they got married in 1960,
moving into Edwina Drive, Broadstone. In 1962
Mary gave birth to a daughter, Susan and two
years later she had a son, Peter. Needing more
space, the new family moved into a bungalow in
Anvil Crescent not long after Peter’s arrival.

Soon after the family had moved to Broadstone,
Mary became a member of what would become
Broadstone United Reformed Church, where she
was active in all of the various events the church
held. She was an Elder for several years where
she reached out a friendly hand to church
members that needed some comfort and support.
She made many friends there, often forming
networks together where they would meet and
look out for each other. Mary hosted a regular
coffee morning in her home where friends from
the church would come and, as she used to say,
put the world to rights.

Sheila McMahon writes:

| first got to know Mary when she became my
Elder and | particularly remember when she
supported me at a sad time in our family life in
1986. She was such a comforting and thoughtful
person who always had time to totally empathise
with your situation when you had a problem. As
the years passed by | grew to love and admire her
in so many ways. She had so many good qualities
and could be trusted in every way. Her sense of
humour was always under the surface until she

saw or heard something funny and her laugh was
so infectious.

Every three months, Sue Way, her niece Andrea
[Curley], Mary and | used to meet for a fish and
chip supper and a good old natter. It was
something we all looked forward to as we were
not able to meet regularly each week. Each
Christmas get-together, we met in our flat and
Mary was always the one who provided the
Christmas crackers. Many jokes were shared and
the whole evening was such fun. On that evening
my husband, Joe, used to go up and fetch the fish
and chips which gave him a passport to join us. |
think he secretly enjoyed joining in the fun and
laughter.

Mary had so many talents, painting being one of
them and | have many birthday and Christmas
cards which she painted in her neat precise way.
They represented her personality, very delicately
and accurately made.

The only time | can remember Mary's hair being
out of place was one morning when she went out
into the garden, fell over and landed in a bush in
her garden. When Pat Johnson and | went up to
help her afterwards, she opened her door and we
all had a good laugh together. We spent a few
minutes picking all the leaves out of her hair.
Fortunately, there was no damage done as she
had laid out in the garden for some while before
help arrived.

These are just a few of many memories of Mary -
welcoming, full of fun, stoic and living her life in a
true Christian way.

The Joyce Family [as edited by Jim Tudor,
Mary’s Elder for many years] and Sheila
McMahon

Flowers from Mary’s memorial service 6n the 25th May.
Photo by Margaret Tudor
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In memoriam

Pat Snow
22nd April 1931 - 28th March 2022

Mick and | had the privilege of being Pat’s Elders
for some years, but of course Pat’s membership
of Broadstone URC goes back a lot further than
that, and over that time Pat made many friends.
Indeed during her membership of BURC Pat was
herself a serving Elder.

Pat (or Patricia Constance Snow) passed away
on the 28th March just a few weeks short of her
91st birthday. She spent the last eight and a half
years as a resident of Southmead Retirement
Home having moved pretty well round the corner
from her home in Whitby Crescent. However, to
start from the beginning....... Pat was born in
West London on the 22nd April 1931, the third
child of a family of four. It was not surprising that
she was one of the children evacuated during the
Second World War, but in 1945 she returned
home and became a student at the Godolphin
and Latymer School where she achieved 6
Credits in major subjects.

Pat left school at the age of 16 and in no time met
her future husband, Les, got engaged and
married. Pat and Les set up home with Les’
mother and the couple attended Oaklands
Congregational Church in Shepherds Bush,
London. Pat became a guide leader for the Boys’
Brigade until they moved to Reading and then on
to Poole in the fullness of time, when Les’ work
brought him to this area. Pat herself worked all
the rest of her working life at what was then called
the Employment Exchange (now the Job Centre)
in Poole, where she became a High Executive
Officer. She eventually retired in 1991.

Pat and Les joined our church and she became a
Church Elder, joined the choir, and was in charge
of the flower rota where she took strict control of
the distribution of the church displays ensuring
that no-one was forgotten over the years.

Sadly, Les was diagnosed with multiple sclerosis
and attended the Osborne Centre in West Parley,
which Pat continued to support well past his death
in 1990. | have been told of the time when our
young people who were in the Seekers were
taken to the Centre and allowed to use the
wheelchairs and investigate the support
equipment so they could get an idea how MS
affected people and the aids available to help
them in their lives.

Pat loved playing tennis and was an enthusiastic
supporter of the sport. Everyone knew that she
loved the Eastbourne International Tournament
and she wasnt to be disturbed during the
Wimbledon Fortnight!!!

Pat enjoyed travel and in particular visiting her
nephew and his family in New Zealand. She has a
few relatives in this country but | got the
impression that many more were overseas.

Surprisingly, it is a truth that Pat decided to
“abandon” her home in Whitby Crescent and
install herself in Southmead, where she always
seemed extremely happy. She literally gathered a
few items and walked out, leaving her home (and
her beloved car) to be packed up and sold.

And finally, the many of our church members who
truly loved and admired Pat will smile when |
mention “Pat’s cushion”. If Pat arrived at church
on a Sunday morning and the cushion was
missing from her pew, then people would be seen
desperately trying to locate it. This is all told with
love, and in the knowledge of just how much
people will miss her (especially Traidcraft - Pat
really loved her special chocolate!!).

Val Rowberry

Church Charities

A reminder that contributions to the monthly
communion offering can be made any Sunday by
putting a suitably labelled envelope in the basket
at the back of the church. A few members also
contribute by making a bank transfer.

In previous years we have had a Junior Church
charity which has been open all year and has
received various donations and profits from
different church events. Although we don’t

currently have an active Junior Church the Elders
have decided to have a particular charity available
to fill a similar role open for a year.

This year it is Shelter Box, a charity we had as
our February communion, and any contribution
would be welcome between now and the end of
December.

Martin Sales




In the Bible, Eve was the first woman on Earth, first
wife, and the first mother. She is known as the
"Mother of All the Living." And even though these
are remarkable accomplishments, little else is
really said about Eve. The account of the first
couple is remarkably sparse, and we could assume
God had a reason for that lack of detail. Like many
noteworthy = mothers, even though Eve's
accomplishments were significant, for the most
part, they were not mentioned.

In the book of Genesis, God decided it would be
good for Adam to have a helper and soulmate. As
Adam fell asleep, God took one of his ribs and
used it to form another human being. In Hebrew,
the word ezer, meaning "help”, like rescue or aid, is
used to refer to her. Adam would later name her
Eve, meaning "life". So, she became Adam's wife,
the one who would complete him and share equally
in all responsibility for the creation they were both
in. With Eve, God brought human relationship,
friendship, and companionship into the world.

Eve's only knowledge had come from God and
Adam. At that point, she was pure in heart, created
in the image of God. She and Adam were naked
but not ashamed of their appearance. Eve had no
knowledge of the concept of evil; she could not
suspect the snake’s motives. However, she did

Extraordinary and Ordinary Women of the Bible: Eve

know she should follow Almighty God’s rules. In
our modern context, we tend to be sympathetic
toward Eve being inexperienced and immature, but
God had been clear in his word. What is often
overlooked is that Adam was with her when she
was being tempted by the evil snake. As her
husband and soulmate, he also had responsibility
for intervening.

Eve’s existence is far removed from our own. She
arrived on the planet without a mother and father,
created by God as a reflection of his image to be a
helper and partner to Adam. They were to tend the
Garden of Eden, the perfect place to live. After
being expelled from the Garden, Eve had lots of
children, Cain, Abel, Seth and many more. Whilst
looking after her children, she would have carried
out the nurturing duties of a wife and mother with
no example to guide her.

What do we learn from Eve then? We learn from
Eve that women share in God's image. God's
purpose for creation could not be fulfilled without
the equal participation of "womankind." As we
learnt from Adam's life, Eve teaches us that God
wants us to choose him freely, and to follow him

Saz Holland
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out of love.
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Items for the August & September 2022 issue of Pathway should be given to

Dominic Casey by Sunday 31st July 2022

Weekly Activities

Sunday 10.30 am Morning Service

Holy Communion celebrated 1% Sunday

in the month

Tuesday  12.30 pm ‘Oasis’ House Group

(3 in month)

Wednesday 10.00 am Yarn with Yarn Charity Craft Group

(alternate weeks)
2.00 pm Toddler Group

Thursday 10.30 am Ladies’ Coffee Morning

(alternate weeks)

Monthly Church Meeting - contact Church Secretary for

details.
See weekly news-sheet or get in touch for details of
‘Oasis’, Ladies’ Coffee Morning, and other activities

Points of Contact

Minister: Revd. Andy Hall
phone: 01202 698638
email: minister@broadstoneurc.org

Church Secretary: Mrs Janet Meachin
email: secretary@broadstoneurc.org

Treasurer: Mr Martin Sales
email: treasurer@broadstoneurc.org

Organist: Mr Martin Casey
email: music@broadstoneurc.org

Editor: Mr Dominic Casey
email: pathway@broadstoneurc.org

Web: www.broadstoneurc.org
Facebook: Broadstone URC
YouTube: Broadstone & Blandford URC
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