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Dear Friends

A Commonwealth Aspiration

| hope that you have all seen something of the
Commonwealth Games. Even if you did not
actively watch the events you may have seen
clips in the news, especially when a home medal
win was reported. The opening ceremony was a
celebration of music, drama, culture, achieve-
ment & diversity focusing on the history and
contributions of Birmingham and its surround-
ings. The highlight of the event was the parade
of competitors and volunteers, with some being
interviewed. People of different ages, colours,
beliefs, languages, skills & abilities, cultures &
history who chose to come together to take part
in the event. A number of those interviewed
spoke warmly about a sense of belonging to the
Commonwealth. Sometimes a secular event
prophetically demonstrates the ambition of the
aspirations of the first Christians.

Acts 2:43-47 [The Message]

Everyone around was in awe—all those wonders
and signs done through the apostles! And all the
believers lived in a wonderful harmony, holding
everything in common. They sold whatever they
owned and pooled their resources so that each
person’s need was met. They followed a daily
discipline of worship in the Temple followed by
meals at home, every meal a celebration,
exuberant and joyful, as they praised God.
People in general liked what they saw. Every
day their number grew as God added those who
were saved.

In contrast, we are currently in an isolationist
political climate with people whose families were

economic migrants committing themselves to
keeping others out of the country and deporting
those who seek refuge. In recent weeks we have
heard much about Ilowering taxation and
incentivising those who can, but little about
supporting the most vulnerable and those who
cannot. There is also much that our elected
representatives do that is good but what does or
does not make the headlines can be an im-
portant, and sometimes disturbing, indicator of
what seems to matter to people.

The early Christians committed themselves to
selling whatever they owned and pooling their
resources so that each person’s need was met.
Not in proportion to what they had or might do in
return. Not because they were from a particular
place. Not because they were of a particular
gender. Not because they spoke a particular
language. Not because of what they had paid
into the pension scheme but because they were
in need and meeting that need is a reflection of
the generous and non-judgmental grace of God
whose manifesto was nailed to a cross.

Jesus said “Go and do likewise” (Luke 10:37).

The competitors and volunteers at The Com-
monwealth Games gave us a glimpse of how the
wonderful variety of humankind can collaborate,
cooperate and support each other. Their
achievement of a friendly sporting event together
is something for us to be joyful about and to be
inspired by to live out the ambition of the early
Christians.

Zevd Tim Mleackin




We remember in our prayers those
who are, or have recently been
injured, unwell or in hospital,
including Margaret van Coller, Eddie Lowdon
and Betty Wilson. We also keep in our thoughts
Elizabeth Howard’s daughter, and Elizabeth
herself who has been lovingly caring for her.

Its with great sadness that we learnt of the
passing of John Mogg following a short spell in
hospital. John will be greatly missed by the
congregation, and there is an obituary for John
below.

PV LIRAVANEE member of the congregation Irene

Most recently, another longtime
Stoddart also passed away. We will
be including some more words remembering Irene

in the next issue of Pathway.

And lastly, from our friends in Frankenthal,
Germany, we heard in July that Manfred Riechert
has passed away. Manfred and his wife Margit
have been key participants and organisers of our
church twinning for many years, and we hold
Margit and all the family in our prayers.

In memoriam

John Mogg
7th August 1942 - 9th June 2022

In the last issue of Pathway we reported that John
was due to be moving to Wales. We were there-
fore shocked to hear of his death following a short
period in hospital.

John was born in 1942 and spent his early years
in Sutton Coldfield. He always had an interest in
engineering and so after early jobs working in his
father's post office and the family business
“Bunnies”, and also as a bar man, he started an
engineering apprenticeship in Erdington, Birming-
ham. Around this time he started a side-line
activity “John-Alan Enterprises” with his cousin
Alan. This involved inviting local groups to play at
a hired venue that they called “The Mad House”.
With an improved income, John was able to buy a
treasured Sunbeam Rapier car. His engineering
skills proved useful maintaining this prized
possession, which he would take to car rallies and
also on holidays with Alan.

John met and married Pam, the manageress of a
local Dorothy Perkins shop, and they had two
boys Richard and Adrian. In 1983, John was
offered a job at Hamworthy Engineering and the

family made the difficult decision to move to
Poole. Then later an equally difficult decision
resulted in John beginning his own business
“‘Wessex Filters”, which he worked hard to build
up into a successful company.

John was always very supportive of their two
sons. He encouraged Richard with his athletics
and Adrian with his interest in computers, which
has led to a career in this area of work.

After engineering, John’s other great interest was
sport. He supported Aston Villa and West Brom-
wich Albion, and later AFC Bournemouth. He was
the co-manager of Broadstone Boys FC for a
while. He was also an avid tennis player, and he
and Pam were regular players at Corfe Mullen
Tennis Club where John also became chairman.

John had suffered from ill health for a number of
years and was devastated when Pam died in
2020. However, with help he was able to
continue living at the flat and enjoy time spent
with his children and their families.

David Holland

Poole Food Bank is still here!

This is a reminder and request from Val that demand for
Poole Food Bank is always high, and now that they have
so much more room to store and distribute the donations

given by the public, there is no reason not to donate.

There is usually a list of “wants” that changes on a weekly
basis, however tinned vegetables/meat/fish, cereals and
UHT milk are always present on their wants list, as are
toilet rolls, shampoo, toothbrushes and toothpaste to

name but a few!

Whatever you put in the box at the rear of the church gets
taken to the Food Bank within days because there is so

much need. Please give whenever you can.

Your garden in

August & September
Based on the RHS monthly gardening tips &
advice

August will be hot - watering is essentiall New
plants and containers will especially need look-
ing after. Deadhead flowering plants regularly,
and sweetcorn and other vegetables can be
harvested as they become ready. Continue
cutting out old fruited canes on raspberries,
and lift and pot up rooted strawberry runners.

In September, you can collect and sow seed
from perennials and hardy annuals, and plant
spring-flowering bulbs.




Church life in pictures...

We had a busy weekend at the start i
of July! On Saturday 2nd we held our
church BBQ. The weather stayed
sunny, and delicious food was eaten!
A big thank you to our BBQ-ers and
preparers who made it all possible. A
quick thank you also to Luke, the
gardener, who had left areas of long
grass for the ecological benefit,
creating trails in between that the
children had much fun running around.

#4 The following day, members from Broadstone URC joined
, together with others from Churches Together in Broadstone to
host a tent of children’s activities at the Broadstone Fun Day,
k% held on Broadstone Recreation Ground.

And finally (below), the now-monthly Pop-In sessions in June
& July both went off without a hitch. A big thank you to Gill
and her team of helpers for their continual work with the Pop-
Ins.




Induction of Simone Gerber to Zwélf-Apostel-Kirche, Frankenthal

Sunday 3rd July saw the induction of Simone Gerber to
be the pastor of our twinned church in Frankenthal,
followed by a reception in the garden of the
‘Dathenushaus’ [church hall]. The moving service was
led enthusiastically, and at short notice due to illness,
by a Minister from a neighbouring parish, Sabine
Tarasinski. At the reception afterwards, Dr. Florian
Theobald presented Simone with a bouquet of flowers
on behalf of Broadstone URC, and gave our greetings
and best wishes.

On Sunday 11th September, Mathias Gaschott will be
inducted as the new Dean for the EKP (their
denomination) in the Frankenthal district. We look
forward to meeting our friends in Frankenthal in due
course. Let us pray for Simone and Matthias in their
work at ZAK and the district.

Martin Casey I \\\
Above: Pfarrerin Simone Gerber 1. | ‘

Right: Dr. Florian Theobald presents the flowers and gives our greetings, at
the reception following. The flowers (beforehand) pictured right below.

Below: The Induction service, with (L-R) Pfarrer Uwe Laux, Pfarrerin Simone |
Gerber, Dean-elect Mathias Gaschott and Deputy Dean Sabine Tarasinski

In response to my suggestion (for those missing the local flora and fauna that were being submitted to Postal
Church), Margaret Tudor has kindly sent in these beautiful photos of the flowerbeds in the Lower Gardens in
Bournemouth.




Yarn with Yarn and False Bay Hospital

For the last few months members of Yarn with Yarn
have been knitting various items for False Bay
Hospital in Fish Hoek, South Africa, where Jo, the
daughter of Dilys and George Lawrence, works as a
paediatrician. We have been knitting blankets,
tunics, hats and jumpers for children as well as small
stuffed toys.

Above: Jo with Ruth who had | §
knitted many small teddies, .
elephants and owils.

Right: Some of us at enjoying that morning at Yarn with
Yarn.

Jo visited Broadstone recently and came to a
meeting at the end of June when we were able to

present her with a large storage box of items. We
had a very enjoyable morning hearing about Jo’s
work at the hospital. Although some of the items we
gave her might not be suitable for the age group that
she deals with she is able to pass those onto a local
charity in Fish Hoek, Living Hope. They help local
people in a multitude of ways, which can be
classified under one of the three headings -
Healthcare, Family Strengthening and Skills
Development. Jo particularly mentioned the work the
charity does with refugee families, where there is no
local support network.

2 Unfortunately, items
cannot be sent by post,
so they have to be
carried by visitors. Jo
was able to take some
of the items that we
224 gave her and family
and friends who will go
(4 to visit will be able to
take further items — so,
if you know of anyone
: - who is visiting the Cape
Town area, perhaps you could ask them to contact
us, so that they could take some of our output to Jo.

Pat Johnson

Dear Pat and all the dedicated ladies at
Yarn with Yarn,

~ Thank you so much for your very
generous donation of beautifully and
lovingly hand-crafted knitted baby
clothes and soft toys! The children at
False Bay Hospital in Cape Town are
enjoying their special gifts, which will be
treasured for years to come. Our
colleagues at Living Hope are giving
the baby clothes to local new mums
whom they support; these gifts are very
gratefully received, especially in this
cold weather.

It was lovely to meet some of you when
| visited with my mum, Dilys, last
month.

With much love and thanks,
Dr Joanne Lawrence

False Bay Hospital
Fish Hoek, Cape Town




What happened at Matan Torah and the significance behind the historic event?

During Moses’ leadership on Mt Sinai, God gave the
world one of His greatest gifts, which is... you
guessed it, the Word of God in His Ten Command-
ments. God gave us his very own divine GPS to
study and to follow - a life map that we would be lost
without for sure. This moment is known in Hebrew
as ‘Matan Torah’ (the Giving of the Torah), as in
Jewish tradition it is not just about the ten
commandments, but the Jewish people receiving
from God the Torah, or teachings, as a whole. This
was one of the transitional moments in the story of
humankind.

So, let’s paint a picture of the events surrounding
this momentous occasion:

1. God’s people, a few months out of slavery in
Egypt, reach Mt Sinai and camp at the foot of the
mountain.

2. Almighty God tells Moses that He wants to give
them His teachings, and through following the
commandments make them to be a holy nation

3. Moses then returns to God’s people to tell them
that he will be the messenger for the Ten
Commandments, and to prepare for Matan Torah.

4. The big moment!

As they approach Mount Sinai, the people see a
very big and thick cloud at the mountain top.
Trembling in awe and fear, they gather at the foot of
the mountain as Moses ascends to the top. Against
this amazing background, God speaks the Ten
Commandments to the people.

In some recordings of the story, God has only
spoken the first two of the Ten Commandments,
after which the people decide that it's too much for
them, and they ask Moses to voice the remaining
eight! This isn’t considered to lessen the remaining

commandments though, as Moses was so in sync
with God’s divine will that God “spoke through his
throat.”

God goes into more detail about the commandments
and many other laws for His people to follow. He
teaches Moses all the rules of how to interpret and
understand the Ten Commandments and law. These
teachings, the ‘Torah’ of ‘Matan Torah’ were
communicated in stages throughout the 40 years in
the desert.

Jesus, being a devout Jew who listened to the
teachers in the temple as a boy and often called
back to Jewish scripture in his teachings, would
have known and followed these traditions by heart.
Although we often think of the old testament as one
long story of God’s people leading up to Jesus’s
arrival, the turning point of this moment in Jewish
teaching is an insight in to our own connection with
the word of God, and it also highlights how important
it was when Jesus both taught these teachings, and
challenged other teachers of the law.

So why do | think Matan Torah was such a big
change for humanity? It is about the connection to
Almighty God. This was the forming of the original
covenant between God and His people. This
connection was made by giving His word to the
people, who through observing it and following its
teachings could connect to God’'s very divine
essence, no matter who they were and how much
they understood or felt. Before this, God’s word was
a spiritual journey. At Matan Torah however, God
forever changed matters - before Jesus, this was
God’s word made real, affecting the world.

Saz Holland

Involved in anything coming soon?

Once of the nice things about our church community is the
chance to find out about and support different local activities
through the involvement of our members. If you have an event
coming up that you would like to write a couple of sentences
about in Pathway, and potentially attract some visitors or audi-
ence to, please do email me on pathway@broadstoneurc.org.

On the subject of items for this newsletter, photos of local flora
and fauna taken by members of the congregation became a
regular feature in the Postal Church that went out each week
over lockdown. If anyone is missing an outlet for their pictures,
you are also welcome to send them in to Pathway!

As always, if any has any thoughts, feedback or suggestions for
Pathway, I'd be delighted to hear them.

Dominic Casey



mailto:pathway@broadstoneurc.org

Jochebed was the mother of Moses, and so mum to
one of the key prophets and leaders in the Old
Testament. Her appearance is fairly brief but her
main trait which stands out rather a lot is putting her
full trust in God.

Jochebed’s hometown was Goshen, in the land of
Egypt. At this time, God's people had been in Egypt
for over 400 years. The Pharaoh in the opening of
the book of Exodus was afraid of the Jews because
there were millions of them. He feared they would
join his enemies in a massive army against Egypt,
and in his fear he ordered all male Hebrew babies to
be killed.

When Jochebed gave birth to her little baby Moses,
she saw that he was a healthy little baby boy. For
Moses' safety, she took a basket and coated the
bottom with mud to make it watertight. Then she put
baby Moses in it and set it among the reeds on the
bank of the River Nile. At that same time, Pharaoh's
daughter, was bathing in the river. One of her
maidservants saw the basket and brought it to her.

Miriam, Moses' big sister, watched to see what
would happen. Courageously, she asked the
princess if she should get a Hebrew woman to care
for baby Moses. Miriam fetched her mother,
Jochebed - who was also the baby's mum - and
brought her back.

Jochebed was paid to nurse and care for the boy,
untii he grew. Then she brought him back to
Pharaoh's daughter, who raised him as her own.
After many hardships and trials, by God's help and

Extraordinary and Ordinary Women of the Bible: Jochebed

guidance, Moses helped free God's people from
slavery and lead them to the promised land, the land
of freedom.

Jochebed gave birth to Moses, one of the greatest
prophets of all time, future giver of the 10
Commandments and teacher of the Torah, and
cleverly spared him from the Pharaoh’s evil scheme
as an infant. She also gave birth to Aaron, Moses’
bigger brother, a high priest of Israel in his own right
who is greatly admired in the Bible by many people.

Jochebed had great faith in God's protection of her
little baby, Moses. Because she trusted Almighty
God, she knew that He would take care of Moses.
Jochebed showed great trust in God's faithfulness.

There are heartbroken people today who may find a
path forward by turning their dreams and goals over
to God. They may have desired a fairy tale marriage,
a successful career, a chance to develop their
talents or skills, yet circumstances prevented it. We
can only get through that kind of disappointment and
difficulties by turning it over to God, our rock and
strength, like Jochebed put her child in his loving
care.

When she placed little baby Moses in the River Nile
that day, Jochebed could not have known that he
would grow up to rescue God's people from slavery.
By letting go and trusting Almighty God, an even
greater dream was fulfilled. Like Jochebed, we won't
always foresee God's purpose, but we can fully trust
that his great plan is even better.

Saz Holland

Items for the October & November 2022 issue of Pathway should be given to

Dominic Casey by Sunday 25th September 2022

Weekly Activities

Sunday 10.30 am Morning Service

Holy Communion celebrated 1% Sunday

in the month

Tuesday  12.30 pm ‘Oasis’ House Group

(3 in month)

Wednesday 10.00 am Yarn with Yarn Charity Craft Group

(alternate weeks)
2.00 pm Toddler Group

Thursday 10.30 am Ladies’ Coffee Morning

(alternate weeks)

Monthly Church Meeting - contact Church Secretary for

details.
See weekly news-sheet or get in touch for details of
‘Oasis’, Ladies’ Coffee Morning, and other activities

Points of Contact

Minister: Revd. Andy Hall
phone: 01202 698638
email: minister@broadstoneurc.org

Church Secretary: Mrs Janet Meachin
email: secretary@broadstoneurc.org

Treasurer: Mr Martin Sales
email: treasurer@broadstoneurc.org

Organist: Mr Martin Casey
email: music@broadstoneurc.org

Editor: Mr Dominic Casey
email: pathway@broadstoneurc.org

Web: www.broadstoneurc.org
Facebook: Broadstone URC
YouTube: Broadstone & Blandford URC
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