
 

  

Dear Friends 
 

 

I wonder how you picture the big moment at 

Pentecost? The disciples are all gathered 

together with others, most notably ‘the women’ 

- making it clear right from the start this wasn’t 

a males only affair - and then the noise of the 

violent wind and tongues of fire that separated 

and rested on each persons head. 

 

I wonder if we sometimes dull this all down a 

little? There is a beauty in peaceful prayer, 

quiet waiting, listening for God. It seems that 

plenty of that had been happening, but God’s 

response was not quiet and was not hidden 

behind locked doors. God came in power that 

day. 

 

The noise of a violent wind is significant. Just 

opening the car window can make it difficult to 

hear, but a violent wind? Then the flames. We 

perhaps reduce this down to a flickering 

candle, but not so. This was fire, burning 

bright. 

 

Our God is peace and light and beauty, but 

our God is also fire and wind and power. 

God’s presence was unmistakable, as was the 

immediate impact of God’s Spirit. The power 

of the Almighty seen and heard; translated 

into very practical skills to proclaim what God 

was doing. God’s people from across the 

world drawn together to hear that God was 

fulfilling His promise, spoken through the 

prophet Joel, to send God’s Spirit upon 

everyone. 

 

I firmly believe that God still equips his people 

to speak. Perhaps that is through the learning 

of languages, but more often it is about 

speaking across the cultures and boundaries 

that are all around us, the perception of where 

we belong and where we don't, where we will 

be welcome and where we won’t. That can be 

a huge challenge that carries us well outside 

the comfort of the familiar. 

 

Let’s not get carried away though, a great 

place to start is with food! All this talk of flame 

reminds me that the 8th July is our church 

BBQ! Hopefully we can welcome lots of our 

friends from church and beyond. We hope to 

have some fun and games on the go as well, 

so it promises to be a great night. 

 

Hope to see you all there! 

  Andy 
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We remember in our prayers those 
who are, or have recently been 
injured, unwell or in hospital, 
including George Goodbody. We also keep in our 
thoughts Elizabeth Howard’s daughter, and 
Elizabeth herself who has been lovingly caring for 
her. 
 
It is with sadness we learn of the passing of Tony 
McKeer in April. There are some words 
remembering Tony on page 4, and we keep Ann 
and all the family in our prayers. 

There are also obituaries for Mick 
Rowberry below, and Pauline Luck 
on page 3, who both passed away 

shortly before our previous issue of Pathway. 
 
We also had reason to celebrate recently, as Jim 
& Margaret Tudor celebrated their Golden 
Wedding Anniversary, reaching 50 years on Friday 
14th April! Congratulations!  
 

FAMILY NEWS 

Val Rowberry also asked that this message be included in Pathway: 
I would just like to thank you all for the wonderful support I have received since Mick passed away.  Your 
cards, letters, verbal and physical expressions of love and consolation have been a real blessing to me and 
my family. I am sure you will be happy to know that donations given to the British Heart Foundation in Mick’s 
memory have raised £1,000 including the addition of Gift Aid where appropriate.   God bless you all.   Val

Mick Rowberry was born on the 16th November 
1933, with his twin sister Anne, to parents Edith 
Clare and Francis George Rowberry. Because the 
birth was two months early he was not expected to 
live and was put into a shoe box and placed into the 
airing cupboard. As we know, Mick survived and 
went on to live a full life, although when he started 
to walk as a toddler he was diagnosed with 
dislocated hips and admitted into Purford Hospital, 
where he spent most of his toddler years in plaster. 
 
During the war Mick and his friend narrowly 
escaped serious injury from a Doodlebug that 
destroyed the school across the road. Only an 
eiderdown hastily placed over them saved them 
from the showers of glass that covered them. After 
this, Mick was sent to live in Maidenhead with 
relatives. It was here that he developed his passion 
for motor vehicles, going out with his cousin Derek 
and Uncle Harold in his uncle’s Morgan. From there 
he was evacuated to his Aunty Dolly in Cardiff, and 
later to Dover and then Coventry. 
 
After the war the family was reunited and his mother 
took him to St Stephen’s Church in Wandsworth 
where he joined the Scouts, which he absolutely 
loved. He rose from Patrol Leader to Assistant 
Scout Leader and he gained his first class badge by 
hiking over Dartmoor, sleeping rough over three 
days. It was also at Wandsworth that Mick 
dedicated his life to the Lord. He stayed steadfast in 
his faith for the rest of his life, and confirmed his 
belief just a couple of days before his death. 
 
Mick attended the Hammersmith School of Building 
and Arts and Crafts where he chose to become a 
draughtsman. He wanted to join the Royal 
Engineers but was turned down because of his 
history of dislocated hips, so he took a job with J 
Whitehead and Sons repairing public and church 
buildings in London. He later worked for Smith 

Fireproof Floors before going to work for Surrey 
County Council as a cartographical draughtsman. 
He then became a building inspector for Havant 
Borough Council before moving to Hampshire 
Borough Council. However, it was his last job that 
was his favourite, working for George Gale and 
Company, the Hampshire brewery, maintaining the 
brewery’s public houses. 
 
Mick met Val at a Saturday dance at Ealing Town 
Hall in 1956. They got engaged in 1957 and married 
on 29th August 1959 in St Stephen’s Church, West 
Ealing, and 63 years of wonderful marriage 
followed. A few weeks later they moved into their 
first house in Walton-on-Thames, where both their 
children Gill and Peter were born. The next move 
was to Hayling Island, and after 34 years they finally 
moved to Poole. 
 
Mick was quite an athlete. He enjoyed running, 
loved table tennis, and was, along with Val, a 
member of the South Hayling Badminton Club. He 
enjoyed his membership of the Bowls club and 
Scottish country dancing. Mick was also a member 
of the Masons for some time, becoming worshipful 
master of a very ancient Lodge in Havant in the 80s. 
He also enjoyed his time in a Probus Club in his 
retirement years. 
 
Mick and Val joined Hayling Island URC before 
coming to Broadstone URC, where they have 
played a very active role, becoming Elders and 
helping out wherever they could. Mick’s experience 
in buildings and church life was a great asset to us. 
His constant smile and ability to see the lighter side 
of life always left people brighter and feeling more 
positive after talking to him. Mick passed away at 
the age of 89 and will be sorely missed. 
 
Peter Legg 

In memoriam 

Mick Rowberry 
16th November 1933 - 22nd March 2023 



 

3 

Pauline Mary Luck was born Pauline Pelling in 
Sussex on 25th March 1934 and moved to 
Bournemouth with her parents and older brother, 
Peter, when she was three. 
 
Pauline went to Talbot Heath School and rode there 
every day on her bike. (When Pauline joined Yarn 
with Yarn, she found that one of the other members 
had been at Talbot Heath at the same time.) She 
met her husband, Peter, at a school dance and they 
were married at Peter’s Hill Church, Winton in 1951. 
Hilary was born the following year and Tim two years 
later. 
 
They lived in the Winton and Moordown areas of 
Bournemouth until the late ’60s when they bought 
their first house in West Moors, moving in the late 
’70s to Ferndown. During this time the family 
attended Charminster Road Congregational Church 
(this later became Charminster Road United 
Reformed Church) where Pauline was a member of 
the Young Wives Club, whilst Peter was Treasurer 
for a while and also ran the Scout Troop. In fact, the 
family’s summer holidays used to be a week at 
Scout camp! 
 
In the early ’80s, Pauline and Peter bought a house 
in Cyprus, spending several winters out there, and 
they loved to welcome family and friends for holidays 
in the sun. 
 
In the early ’90s they moved to Branksome Park and 
joined Richmond Hill United Reformed Church 

where Peter was an Elder for a while. When he 
became ill, Pauline cared for him with unwavering 
love and patience until he passed away in 2010. 
 
Pauline decided to downsize and moved to her flat in 
Broadstone, where she joined Broadstone United 
Reformed Church. She enjoyed sewing, embroidery 
and knitting, and joined the ‘Yarn with Yarn’ group. 
She even took up playing bridge in her 80s. 
 
For many years, indeed, right up until the end, 
Pauline was a proud member of Inner Wheel, firstly 
with the Ferndown Branch and then, later, with 
Parkstone and Poole. 
 
All her life and particularly in her later years, family 
was everything to her. She was very supportive of 
and interested in all that her five grandchildren 
(Caleb, Rebecca, Hannah, Andrew and Deborah) 
did. She also absolutely adored her nine great-
grandchildren (Raven, Dashiell, Zoe, Zachary, Ezra, 
Billy, Aiden, Rose and Lawrie), and loved to hear of 
all their achievements. 
 
When suddenly in 2022, Pauline’s health started to 
deteriorate and she couldn’t carry on living alone, 
she decided to move into Amberwood House in 
Ferndown and this is where she stayed until her 
death on 18th March 2023. Pauline will be greatly 
missed by her family and friends. 
 
Tim Luck / Pat Johnson 

In memoriam 

Pauline Luck 
25th March 1934 - 18th March 2023 

One of my favourite TV series is Baywatch, a much-
loved action lifeguard drama series located in 
California and Hawaii. According to the Guinness 
World Records, at its peak of popularity, Baywatch 
became the most widely viewed TV series in the 
world ever, with an estimated weekly audience of 
more than 1.1 billion in 142 countries in 1996. 
Covering every continent bar Antarctica, the show 
has since been seen in 148 countries and translated 
into 44 languages. It still holds this record today - big 
numbers for a TV show!  
 
Why am I talking about Baywatch then? These 
interesting stats made me think of our faith in God. If 
a TV show can reach out to so many people across 
the world, how about our faith in God? How much 
smaller or bigger might those numbers be? 
 
According to the Washington Times, there are 5.8 
billion religiously affiliated adults and children around 
the globe, representing 84 percent of the 2010 world 

population of 6.9 billion. Of those, 2.2 billion, a third 
of the population, identify as Christian. 
 
God is, obviously, so much more than a TV show. 
He is the source of all things, and the ultimate. So 
why are there so many people that put faith in a 
higher power?  
 
The Bible tells us in Deuteronomy 10:17-19 “For the 
Lord your God is the God of gods and the Lord of 
lords, the great, the mighty, and the awesome God 
who does not show partiality nor take a bribe. He 
executes justice for the orphan and the widow, and 
shows His love for the alien by giving him food and 
clothing. So show your love for the alien, for you 
were aliens in the land of Egypt”. 
 
God walks with the lost, the wicked, the unbeliever, 
the single parent, the marginalised and so many... 
 
Continued on page 4 

Global stats: one faith in a diverse God 
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Correction! 
In the last issue of Pathway, in Saz’s article on ‘Grand old hymns’, the tune Deus tuorum militum was discussed as 
Saz had heard it to the words 'O love, how deep, how broad and how high', but this should actually have been the 
tune Deo gracias. It was entirely an editorial mistake—apologies to Saz!

‘Global stats: one faith in a diverse God’ continued 
 

others. God is love, and we are made in the image 
of God. We show compassion and acceptance to 
each other, and it is God who gave us the ability to 
do so, to spread the message of love across the 
world. In today's society, the message is of peace, 
love, and the compassion that allows for diversity, 
inclusion and equality. 
 
King Charles III, the head of the Church of England 
showed this special inclusive moment by inviting 
representatives of Hinduism, Sikhism, Islam and 
Judaism to take part in his Coronation, in a very 
memorable part of the historic occasion. 
 
The General Assembly of the URC agreed in 2016 
that it would be for each local church to decide 
whether to register its building for marriages of same
-sex couples, something I think allows another step 
in spreading the message of love, through giving the 
opportunity for a love to be blessed by God. 
 
On one occasion, I spent the night at Gatwick airport 
with no sleep waiting to board an early morning flight  

to Malta. I felt exhausted and I didn't know what to 
do with myself. In the early hours of the morning, a 
Muslim girl sat in front of me whilst I was lying on a 
bench trying to get some rest. The girl pulled her 
headscarf out of her bag, wrapped it around her 
head and started to pray in her seat. I drew strength, 
hope and comfort from this quiet act of prayer she 
was doing, and felt connected by knowledge of a 
shared God of Abraham, Isaac and Jacob. A special 
moment, which I will remember always. 
 
This is the key: to be open about our faith in God, to 
be inclusive and to love God wholeheartedly though 
our actions. I think this ability to love deeply is why 
people - Christians and those of many other faiths -  
find their belief in God so important. In other words, 
Godly love is much greater than enjoyment of a TV 
show. 1 John 4:7-8 “Dear friends, let us love one 
another, for love comes from God. Everyone who 
loves has been born of God and knows God. 8 
Whoever does not love does not know God, 
because God is love.” 
 

Saz Holland 

Michael Anthony McKeer, known to all of us as 
Tony, was born on the 28th April 1943. He attended 
the Stationers’ Grammar School in Muswell Hill and 
for many years afterwards attended their annual 
October reunion. Several of his classmates became 
lifelong friends as a result. After leaving school Tony 
trained as an accountant at Derbyshire’s, earning a 
staggering £5 per week during his training. Once 
qualified he went to work as an internal Auditor at 
the London Rubber Company in Walthamstow, 
makers of medical gloves, balloons, and baby’s 
waterproof pants. 
 
It was while he worked at the London Rubber 
Company that Tony met Ann, who worked in their 
costings department. They were married at 
Teatherdown Congregational Church on the 30th 
September 1972. 50 years of marriage followed, 
along with a family of two children, five grandchildren 
and one great grandchild. 
 
Tony was a keen football supporter with a large 
collection of match programmes, including some 
special ones such as the World Cup in 1966. He 
supported Spurs, transferring his allegiance to 
Bournemouth when Tony and Ann moved to the 
south coast. Tony was a regular attendee at 
Bournemouth’s home games. 

While they lived in Mudeford, Tony worked with the 
Rev. Mark Meatcher, minister at High Cross URC 
and a fellow football fan, to setup a very successful 
single dad’s breakfast. Following a move to 
Broadstone to be near their son’s family, Tony 
became a member at Broadstone URC in 2015. 
 
Tony loved his family and very much enjoyed 
spending time with them, either at home or away on 
holiday, Morocco and Marrakech being among his 
favourites destinations. As travel became more 
difficult, he enjoyed hanging out in coffee shops. 
Tony and Ann are very well known in Broadstone! 
 
Tony always had a smile on his face and made light 
of the situation even when he was facing significant 
health issues. He had a strong Christian faith that he 
would talk about in quite a special way; his plan was 
to just find a quiet corner in Heaven and wait for Ann 
to bring him a coffee… 
 
We remember his wife Ann, their children, 
grandchildren, and great grandchild in our prayers. 
 
Ian McDonald 

In memoriam 

Tony McKeer 
28th April 1943 - 28th April 2023 
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The words of Martin Neimöller (1892-1984), a 
German theologian and Lutheran Pastor, who spoke 
out against the brutal, savage, inhuman policies and 
actions of the Hitler Nazi regime in the 1930/40s and 
spent the last seven years of Nazi rule in 
concentration camps. 
 
The son of a Lutheran pastor, Neimöller became a 
cadet in the German navy, commanding a U-boat 
during the 1914-18 war. In 1920 he began training for 
the Lutheran ministry. He worked in the Lutheran 
Home Mission overseeing the social welfare 
programmes. In 1933 he became Junior Pastor of St 
Anne's Church, Berlin. 
 
Neimöller’s sermons reflected his nationalism, 
fearing the rise of communism and believing 
Germany needed a strong leader to promote national 
unity and honour, and make Germany strong again. 
Neimöller supported Hitler, as did the Lutheran 
Church, in his promises to promote the importance of 
Christianty to German nationality, and Christianity's 
role in a renewal of national morality and ethics. This 
led Neimöller to enthusiastically welcome the Third 
Reich. 
 
In 1934, Neimöller met Hitler with two Protestant 
Bishops to discuss state pressures on churches. It 
became clear that Neimöller’s phone had been 
tapped by the Gestapo and the Church was under 
close State surveillance. Neimöller now realised the 
Nazi state was an evil dictatorship which he must 
oppose. 
 
Neimöller with others founded the Confessing 
Lutheran Church, which derived inspiration directly 
from God, separate from the State. (See also the 

URC statement of faith! Penultimate paragraph.) 
Despite warnings from the police he continued to 
preach against the State's attempts to interfere with 
church governance, He was repeatedly arrested 
between 1934 and 1937. After more than 7 years of 
imprisonment in various concentration camps 
Neimöller was liberated in 1945 by US troops. 
 
After World War II, Neimöller travelled in Germany 
and Europe on a lecture tour publicly confessing his 
own inaction and indifference to the fate of many of 
the Nazis' victims, lamenting that individual Germans 
failed to accept responsibility for Nazi atrocities in 
occupied countries and the Holocaust. 
 
I went to hear him speak in Southwark Cathedral, 
and at the end of his sermon he moved us all with his 
personal confession: 
"First they came for the Socialists and I did not speak 
out - because I was not a Socialist. 
Then they came for the Trade Unionists, and I did not 
speak out - because I was not a Trade Unionist. 
Then they came for the Jews, and I did not speak out 
- because I was not a Jew. 
Then they came for Me - and there was no one left to 
speak out for Me." 
 
These powerful words about guilt and responsibility 
still resonate today. Our world has an increasing 
number of dictatorial regimes which persecute and 
brutalise their citizens. I hope and pray we will 
continue to support the brave people who defend 
others, including those in Ukraine as they continue to 
resist the forces that invade their homeland, killing 
thousands of civilians and destroying their cities. 
 
Revd Charles Meachin 

"Then they came for me" 

We thought this might be a picture-free issue of Path-
way, however thankfully we received this amazing 
picture and story! 
 
 
Three days before the Coronation, King Charles III 
and Queen Camilla held their first Garden Party at  
Buckingham Palace, in glorious sunshine. Among the 
8,000 who attended were many members of the royal 
family and invited guests from all walks of life  
including one of our Church members, who described 
it as a once-in-a-lifetime memorable occasion. 

Caroline Foster in front of the gates of Buckingham Palace, 
where she was invited for ‘services to the community’. 
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Items for the August & September 2023 issue of Pathway should be given to  
Dominic Casey by Sunday 30th July 2023 

Points of Contact 
 

Minister:  Revd. Andy Hall 
phone: 01202 698638  
email: minister@broadstoneurc.org 
    

Church Secretary:  Mrs Janet Meachin  
email: secretary@broadstoneurc.org 
  

Treasurer:                Mr Martin Sales 
email: treasurer@broadstoneurc.org 
 
Organist:                 Mr Martin Casey 
email: music@broadstoneurc.org 
 

Editor: Mr Dominic Casey 
email: pathway@broadstoneurc.org 
 

Web: www.broadstoneurc.org 
Facebook: Broadstone URC  
YouTube: Broadstone & Blandford URC 

Weekly Activities 
 
Sunday 10.30 am Morning Service 
   Holy Communion celebrated 1

st
 Sunday 

  in the month    

 
Tuesday 12.30 pm ‘Oasis’ House Group 
    (3

rd
 in month) 

 

 
Wednesday 10.00 am  Yarn with Yarn Charity Craft Group 
    (alternate weeks) 
  2.00 pm  Toddler Group 
 

 
Thursday   10.30 am Ladies’ Coffee Morning 
             (alternate weeks) 

 8.00 pm  Music Group 
  

Monthly Church Meeting - contact Church Secretary for 
details. 
See weekly news-sheet or get in touch for details of 
‘Oasis’, Ladies’ Coffee Morning, and other activities. 

 

In the last issue of Pathway I wrote about God's tasks 
or vocations based on a perspective from Leviticus, 
however, I didn't mention about the traditional 
vocations of the church. 
 
As Christians, we are all called by God to believe in 
him and to do his task. With believing that God is love 
comes expressing God’s love to others through our 
service, which is the foundation of the vocation. In the 
teachings of different denominations worldwide, there 
are often four main traditional vocations: marriage, 
ordained ministry, single life and religious life. 
 
Marriage is the natural vocation in life to give a vow of 
faithful love to another whilst loving God wholehearted-
ly. The deep love towards another comes from God, 
which can call towards the marriage vocation - 
although sometimes life decisions will lead someone in 
a complete different direction. 
 
For ordained ministry, the person called gives their self 
to God by building a community of faith, usually a 
church congregation. Many ministers will serve the 
wider community as well, being prison chaplains, 
visiting schools, teaching theology, and more. They 
also have responsibility to lead their flock. Ministers 
can have a difficult job, seeking holiness, comfort 
working with many different types of people, and lots 
of patience - however God can work with anyone if 
they are truly called to ordained ministry. 
 
Religious life may not be completely like the movie 
Sister Act starring Whoopi Goldberg, however, it does 
often focus on the prayerful lifestyle, usually within a 
commune, to support to the community and the 
church, whilst often having multiple services a week or 
even a day. Those called to vocation of a religious life 
may also do mission work locally or abroad, and teach  

 

in schools on different subjects. A true dedication of 
service to God, the community and the common good. 
 
Some people don’t feel called to marriage, nor to 
ordained ministry nor religious life, and may instead 
find a faithful single life calling. God calls some people 
to just follow the vocation of caring. This could be a job 
which cares for the wider community such as nurse or 
youth worker. At times, caring for people can be very 
time consuming whilst sacrificing other commitments - 
but the core of the vocation is caring for God's people 
and following his will. 
 
So how can you know if there is a vocation for you? 
Firstly to pray; secondly to speak to friends and family 
with an open mind and open heart, because you never 
know when you may hear something that leads to your 
calling. You can also speak to others like your elder or 
Synod about your vocation. And how to know if it's a 
legitimate calling? If the calling and idea keep 
returning back to you, then it could be your true path, 
especially if you that find the opportunity to follow it 
has opened up for you. 
 
A vocation prayer, adapted from a Jewish blessing by 
Rabbi Bonnie Margulis: 
May the merciful and gracious God grant you strength 
in this time of decision; 
May you find comfort and peace underneath the 
shelter of God’s wings; 
May you find love, support and understanding from 
family, friends and community; 
May God endow your mentors with wisdom, patience 
and compassion; 
And may you find your path with a fulfilment of mind, 
body and spirit. And let us say Amen. 
 

Saz Holland 

God’s Task part two - Traditional Vocations  


