
 

  

Dear Friends 
 

It seems we’re having a summer that is a little 

lacking in opportunities to eat together outside. 

Thankfully, fun seems to have been had at both the 

BBQ and the McDonald’s Open Garden, despite 

being indoors! Huge thanks to the BBQ team and 

Gill & Ian for putting these on. One of these days I 

will actually make it to the Open Garden! 

 

Our British summer is in quite stark contrast to a 

very well known passage from Matthew that I’ve 

been digging into (much like the pudding table) this 

week: the feeding of the five thousand. I mentioned 

in previous weeks when the readings were really 

tough going that I was longing for a reading like this, 

and here it is. Of course my first dilemma is, what to 

say about a reading we’ve heard as many times as 

the number of people being fed?? 

 

Actually, the more I devoured this story, the more 

themes emerged; there is easily enough in this 

passage for a series! Apart from the resurrection of 

Jesus, it is the only miracle that appears in all four 

gospels. That surely starts to tell us there is some-

thing really quite important in here? The way it 

reflects The Last Supper is no accident - especially 

in John - where it is essentially the story of bread 

broken and shared. 

 

We can spend a great deal of time on the generosity 

of God, the compassion of Jesus, his love for the 

crowds, gathered like sheep without a shepherd. The 

line that spoke to me the most though, as many seek 

rest during our beautiful summer, is the line: “And he 

told the people to sit down on the grass.” (Matthew 

14:19). It is so simple, but we often gloss over the 

power of this statement. 

 

The first thing is the openness of this great scene. 

This crowd has come together without restriction, 

without any religious conformity and without any of 

the props of religious structure. It is all about the 

desire of the people to meet with Jesus, to learn 

from him, to be healed by him, to be as near as 

possible to this incredible man. They are the crowd 

following the star, but he turns it round completely by 

telling them to sit down. 

 

If you imagine a gathering, people loitering, chatting 

and probably talking about the weather, without any 

mention of food, and you were asked to come and 

take a seat, you’d probably expect a meal. There are 

only five loaves and two fish, but Jesus asks them to 

sit. Jesus invites them to a meal, to come and be 

served. Everything has changed. 

 

This great crowd of seekers has become guests at 

the meal of Jesus. To sit - and especially to recline - 

is a powerful image of the Passover. Slaves do not 

sit and certainly don’t recline. It is a powerful image 

of freedom, of peaceful relaxation, contentment and 

even enjoyment. 

 

Before the food has even arrived, the guests are 

welcomed and sat down. They are about to be 

treated to the most generous meal they will ever 

have seen! 

 

I pray that this summer we might dwell in that 

moment of being asked to sit. In the extravagant 

welcome of Jesus, His grace and peace offered to 

us all, to know that Jesus came to serve everyone 

and to have renewed in us that sense of excitement - 

perhaps even expectation - of the meal that is about 

to be served. 

 

Take a moment to embrace God’s gift to the world. 

  Andy 
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We remember in our 
prayers those who 
are, or have recently 

been injured, unwell or in hospital, including 
Margaret van Coller and George Goodbody. 
We also keep in our thoughts Elizabeth 
Howard’s daughter, and Elizabeth herself who 
has been lovingly caring for her. 

FAMILY NEWS 

Just a reminder that the box for Poole Food 
Bank is still situated at the back of the church. 
Donations are desperately required and will be 
taken regularly to the food bank. Please give 
whenever you can. 
 

Poole Food Bank app 
 
Occasionally, I have remembered to put current 
requirements of the foodbank in the weekly no-
tices and I hope that people have found this 
useful. Should you wish, yourself, to see what 
the food bank has need of, let me introduce you 
to an app for phones, tablets or iPads. 
 
This is ‘BanktheFood’ and is available from 
wherever you normally obtain apps. From that 
you are able to choose the foodbank that you 
wish to support – in our case Poole. This will 
give you a list of the items for which there is an 
urgent need. 
 
Should you be away and wish to support the 
food bank in that area, then you can search the 
app to see if the food bank there is listed and, 
therefore, find out what they urgently require. 
 
Pat Johnson 

Your garden in August & September 
Based on the RHS monthly gardening tips & advice 
 
August will (hopefully!) be hot - watering is essen-
tial! New plants and containers will especially need 
looking after. Dead-head flowering plants regularly; 
sweetcorn and other vegetables can be  
harvested as they become ready. Continue cutting 
out old fruited canes on raspberries, and lift and pot 
up rooted strawberry runners. 
 
In September it will be time to divide herbaceous 
perennials, and collect and sow seed from perenni-
als and hardy annuals. Spring flowering bulbs can 
be planted, and inside you can also start to reduce 
the frequency of houseplant watering. 

A big thank you 
 
Our treasurer Martin Sales has received a 
heartfelt letter of thanks from Christian Aid fol-
lowing our donation of £1,467.23, which will go 
towards their work around the world helping 
families transform their lives. 
 
If you would like to read the full letter, feel free 
to email pathway@broadstoneurc.org or ask 
Dominic Casey. 

Prayer Box 
 
A number of years ago we had groups consid-
ering various aspects of church life. One group 
considered the prayer life of the church and I 
was one of the members of that group. A rec-
ommendation that came out of the group was 
that there should be a church Prayer Box with 
any requests placed inside being used in the 
prayer group that met at that time. The box at 
the back of the church was made by the son-in-
law of one of the church families. 
 
Over the next few weeks, Prayer Request Slips 
will be left at the ends of the pews and any re-
quests, suitably anonymised if necessary, will 
appear in the weekly notices. 
 
Does anyone remember the Church Prayer  
Diary? 
 
Pat Johnson 

Twinning updates... 
 

Please ensure you check page 6 for an  
important update regarding our twinning with 
the Zwölf-Apostel-Kirche in Frankenthal, and 
contact Janet Shortland or Martin Casey to stay 
informed. 
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Church life in pictures… 
 

Letters from the bike ride 
 
There were five of us in 
all taking part in the 
Macmillan Cancer Sup-
port Dorset Bike Ride 
this year. Top of the 
fitness league and 
miles ahead of the rest 
of us was Paul McDon-
ald, who had arrived 
back from the USA and 
immediately did the 
100 mile ride! 
 
Clifford, on the right of the picture above, is a friend from my walking 
group and he cycled 63 miles. The remaining three - Ian, Tim and I -  
cycled the 48 mile course, which we all completed without any injuries or 
disasters! The photos show the start (above), 
the view at the top of Bulbarrow hill (below 
right), and the finish, with three of us who  
finished together wearing our medals (above 
right). Janet Meachin kindly took a break from 
serving tea to tired cyclists to take the finish  
photo. 
 
Thank you to all the Church members who  
supported us with sponsorship and prayers on 
the day. I will let you know our total when I get 
our Certificate! 
 
Janet Shortland 
 

Church BBQ! 
 
Saturday 8th July saw our “summer” BBQ, which 
went ahead despite the inclement weather 
thanks to the intrepid cooks who worked under 
cover of a gazebo while the rest of us retreated 
indoors! 
 

A big thank you to everyone who 
cooked and prepared food, both  
outside and in the kitchen, everyone 
who brought deserts, and everyone 
who came and shared in the food and 
fellowship together. 
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Something a little lighter…  What did God do to cure Moses' headache? He gave him two tablets! 

The new Poole Town Faith & Heritage trail will be 
inaugurated at 2pm on 23rd August, starting from 
the temporary tourist office at Poole Quay, and 
ending with free refreshments at St James 
Church. It will visit sites in the Old Town of Poole 
which have historical and religious importance. 
 
Parking is available at Poole Quay car park or Hill 
Street Car Park.  
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I am sure we would agree that life is not just a game, 
thinking about simple entertainment. That said, I do 
think there are similarities comparing life to an 
athletic contest. In fact, there are several references 
in the Bible depicting the similarities between faith 
and sports. 
 
Since I was very young, I have loved all sports, 
particularly football. I have attended quite a few 
matches at the Vitality Stadium in Bournemouth and 
St Mary's Stadium in Southampton. I have been a 
big supporter of Manchester United since I was 
young, and I am sure always will be! The last 4 
years, I have also supported Southampton football 
club due to my family history and I am now a season 
ticket holder. From my love of sports, I think there 
are a few spiritual truths to uncover. 
 
1) Rules and laws of life 
Consider first that in the game of football, as in life, 
there are rules. Sometimes you get caught breaking 
the rules and the flag is thrown, and sometimes you 
get away with it. Or so it seems. However, God 
knows and sees everything in life whilst showing his 
constant support. The Bible is our rulebook for life, 
and we are responsible for knowing and observing 
the laws. Joshua 1:8 “This Book of the Law shall not 
depart from your mouth, but you shall meditate on it 
day and night, so that you may be careful to do 
according to all that is written in it. For then you will 
make your way prosperous, and then you will have 
good success.' 
 
Lots of people, from parents and coaches to 
members of Parliament, have to create or enforce 
rules for others, and hopefully those rules allow us to 
do right for the situation and society we are in, while 
also encouraging us - in the case of the Bible, 
encouraging us to be the person God wants us to 
be. 
 
2) Playing With Determination 
In order to find that extra spurt of speed or tap into 

those last reserves of strength, sportspeople have to 
be willing to push themselves for the goal and play 
with complete determination, even through tiredness 
and adversity, because they know it will be worth it. 
We sometimes have to face obstacles in our faith, 
but we know, with God’s support, we will also reach 
our spiritual goals. 
 
3) Having a Game Plan 
In life, we need a game plan. To have success, we 
need a strategy. Coaches prepare players with a 
game plan before every match. The coach’s job is 
never easy, but the wise player will always allow 
himself to be coached. Proverbs 1:7-9 “He comes to 
trust the experience, knowledge, and judgment of 
those who lead the team.” 
 
4) Reward for the Winner 
Deuteronomy 20:4, “For the Lord your God is he 
who goes with you to fight for you against your 
enemies, to give you the victory.” In football, there 
are many prizes and trophies for those who win. It's 
the same in our faith, God will keep your back in 
order to give us victory whilst we give honour and 
glory to him. 
 
In the story of Esther, she needed God more than 
anything else during the time of the dreaded conflict 
between God's people and one of King Ahasuerus’ 
advisors, Haman. Haman started a conflict to kill all 
of God's people. To cut a long story short, God led 
his people to victory and Esther was crowned the 
new Queen of Persia for her dedication, loyalty and 
wisdom.  
 
So as we consider the world of athletics and sports 
competition, let us remember that we also are 
participants in the game of life. Let us do our best, 
keep the rules, maintain team spirit, fight hard, and 
never give up… just as Esther did!. 
 
Saz Holland 

Game of life 

While looking for the items for Minute for Mission 
and introducing everyone to Pigeon Peas, I came 
across the Recipe Prayer below, published by 
Christian Aid. 
 

Pat Johnson 
 
Breadmaking God, 
You take a large measure of pigeon pea flour 
grown with dignity and dedication, 
a pinch of salt to season and celebrate diversity, 
a tablespoon of sugar to encourage and enable, 
a teaspoon of yeast to inspire and dream, 
and a glug or two of water to bring us all together. 

Leave to rise, to stretch and learn, 
then bake in an oven of justice and love. 
The smell of baking bread invites us to the table,  
where all have equal worth, 
to take, break and eat, 
until all are fed and hunger is no more. 
 
For this is a celebration of community, 
of God’s presence among us. 
 
Amen 
 
 

A Christian Aid Prayer 
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Items for the October & November 2023 issue of Pathway should be given to  
Dominic Casey by Sunday 24th September 2023 

Points of Contact 
 

Minister:  Revd. Andy Hall 
phone: 01202 698638  
email: minister@broadstoneurc.org 
    

Church Secretary:  Mrs Janet Meachin  
email: secretary@broadstoneurc.org 
  

Treasurer:                Mr Martin Sales 
email: treasurer@broadstoneurc.org 
 
Organist:                 Mr Martin Casey 
email: music@broadstoneurc.org 
 

Editor: Mr Dominic Casey 
email: pathway@broadstoneurc.org 
 

Web: www.broadstoneurc.org 
Facebook: Broadstone URC  
YouTube: Broadstone & Blandford URC 

Weekly Activities 
 
Sunday 10.30 am Morning Service 
   Holy Communion celebrated 1

st
 Sunday 

  in the month    

 
Tuesday 12.30 pm ‘Oasis’ House Group 
    (3

rd
 in month) 

 

 
Wednesday 10.00 am  Yarn with Yarn Charity Craft Group 
    (alternate weeks) 
  2.00 pm  Toddler Group 
 

 
Thursday   10.30 am Ladies’ Coffee Morning 
             (alternate weeks) 

 8.00 pm  Music Group 
  

Monthly Church Meeting - contact Church Secretary for 
details. 
See weekly news-sheet or get in touch for details of 
‘Oasis’, Ladies’ Coffee Morning, and other activities. 

I am very pleased to report that the return visit to our 
twinned church in Frankenthal has now been agreed 
in principle. The exact dates are yet to be agree, but it 
will include the Sunday after Easter 2024. If this is or 
may be of interest, please let Janet Shortland or 
Martin Casey know, and we will keep you involved of 
the developments.  (No commitment is required at 
this stage.) 
 

For your interest, I have I have also included below a 
translation of an article in Zwölf-Apostel-Kirche’s 
quarterly news bulletin, their ‘Gemeindebrief’, by Dr 
Florian Theobald, the new twinning co-ordinator in 
Frankenthal. (It was written before our visit was 
agreed.) Due to its length, the second part will be 
published in the next issue of Pathway in October, or 
for a copy of the whole article (in English or 
German!), please contact me. 
 

Martin Casey 
 

Dear Friends, my name is Florian Theobald, I am 43 
years old and live in Frankenthal together with my 
wife and our three children. I teach at the Karolinen-
Gymnasium [grammar school], 
the subjects of Protestant 
religion, history, philosophy 
and ethics. 
 
Since I have always been 
interested in the big questions 
and in people and their 
behaviour, I studied Protestant 
theology and history in 
Heidelberg University. The 
study of Protestant theology 
deepened my understanding 

of Christian texts, symbols and traditions and led to 
the fact that the Christian faith and the attendance of 
church services became increasingly important to me 
in my personal life. For this reason, and also because 
I was already able to experience with my mother how 
interesting and exciting it can be to get involved in the 
Eldership of a parish, I said yes, after deliberation, 
when Pastor Uwe Laux asked me if I could imagine 
standing for election to the office of an Elder. In fact, it 
was a good decision, because the work in the 
Eldership, where I am responsible, among other 
things, for contacts with our partner church in 
Broadstone, gives me great pleasure. 
 
In my opinion, the great challenge of the Church 
today is to proclaim the basic message of faith in a 
modern and understandable language to today's 
people, who are often no longer directly aware of 
traditional Christian expressions. This basic message 
is as important to people today as it has ever been. It 
states that every human being is loved, infinitely 
important and meaningful, and may feel reassured 
that they are part of a greater plan. 

 
International partnerships often 
exist between institutions.  
However, they are always 
supported by people who are 
committed to ensuring that 
communities understand each 
other and live together in 
friendship despite physical 
distance and cultural differences. 
 

 
Part two in the next issue of 
Pathway. 

Twinning update! 
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