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Dear Friends

Names can be funny things, | wonder if you like
yours? Or perhaps if you even use the name that’s
on your birth certificate? Some names are pretty
useful in helping us find out what things are
about... see if you can figure these companies do:
Bonnie Tiler, Full Filling or (and somewhat less
helpful) A Salt and Battery. Answers at the end...

Biblical names meet somewhere in the middle,
people’s names are people’s names, but their
meanings carried incredible weight. Often names in
the Bible are left untranslated, when actually it
might be really helpful for the story being told to
know what the name meant, as there is usually a
really good reason it was given. The name Israel
for example meaning ‘one who struggles with God’,
after the night Jacob wrestled with God.

When it comes to names though, | think Jesus
could have more than anyone who ever lived!
Jesus, which would be the name most people
would use of him, simply means Saviour. What a
name! You'd think it would perhaps be obvious as a
result what he was about, but Jesus was a really
common name at the time, so | guess Jesus didn’t
stand out as much as we might think?

‘Jesus’, though wasn’t Jesus’ only name. We
remember lIsaiah 9:6-7 “And he will be called
Wonderful Counsellor, Mighty God, Everlasting
Father, Prince of Peace”

Whilst these aren’t names that got used very much
in daily life, there is a lot in there to hang on to. If
our view of our Saviour ever gets distorted, His
names are a really good thing to remember and
perhaps use as we pray.

There seems to be a personal element; Jesus is
one who guides us and is powerful enough to bring
change. His love as Father is not fleeting or
temporary, and above all Jesus came to bring
Peace.

These are wonderful images to spend some time
with, but they are of course much bigger than our
individual relationship with Jesus; they are global
and eternal, they are political and religious. They
are each a reminder of God’s heart for justice and
peace across the world. The salvation of God was
always to be a very real salvation. God’s heart is
for the poor, the excluded and the marginalised;
something that Jesus would proclaim and live out
everyday.

These are names that bring hope, hope of a just
and peaceful future, that through Jesus, God will
one day fulfil on earth. Now speaking of fulfilling...
the answers are of course: Floor and Walling Tiling,
A Sandwich Shop and Fish and Chips!

Have a Wonderful Christmas!




We remember in our prayers those
who are, or have recently been
injured, unwell or in hospital,
including Margaret van Coller, Liz Evans,
Tony Messer and Mike Wanstall. We also keep
in our thoughts Elizabeth Howard’s daughters,
and Elizabeth in her loving care of them.

Elizabeth’s daughter Michelle is moving to
Broadstone with Elizabeth, and is intending to
join her mum at the church, so we all wish her a
successful move and a warm welcome.

It was with sadness that we learnt of the recent
death of Lydia King, who has been part of the
congregation since she retired to the south with
her husband. There are words remembering
Lydia on page 5.

FAMILY NEWS

There is also an obituary for Phil
Taylor on page 4, who passed
away suddenly in October. Sandra
Taylor asked that the message below be
included:

| would like to express my heartfelt thanks for all
the cards, messages, prayers and offers of help
and support after the sudden passing of Phil.

They were all a great source of comfort at such
a sad time.

| know Phil would have been overwhelmed with
all the lovely gestures.

“It came upon the midnight clear”

We approach this Christmas at a time of war in the
Middle East and Ukraine, not to mention fear and
conflict in many other countries. One of my
favourite carols expresses this so eloquently.

“It came upon the midnight clear” was written in
1849 by Edmund Sears, who was an American
Unitarian minister, thought to have descended
from one of the Pilgrim Fathers. Music lovers will
know that the tune was adapted from an English
melody by Sir Arthur Sullivan. The third verse
focuses on the contemporary issue of war and
peace:

“Yet with the woes of sin and strife
the world has suffered long,
beneath the angel-strain have rolled
two thousand years of wrong.
and we, at bitter war, hear not
the love-song which they bring
O hush the noise and end the strife,
to hear the angels sing.”

It was against a background of revolution in
Europe and the end of the Mexican American war
that Sears longed for a time....

“when peace shall over all the earth
its ancient splendours fling,
and all the world give back the song
which now the angels sing.”

This is surely the prayer for all Christians
worldwide as we celebrate the birth of the Prince
of Peace.

Last month | shared a prayer from Manchester
Cathedral for Ukraine. Little did | know a month
later our TV news would be dominated by another
horrendous conflict. Last week, nearer to home in
Wimborne Minster, | found this beautiful prayer,
written by a Palestinian Christian:

Pray not for Arab or Jew
for Palestinian or Israeli
But pray rather for ourselves
that we might not divide
them in our prayers
but keep them both in our hearts.

Caroline Foster

Your garden in December & January
Based on the RHS monthly gardening tips & advice

With the cold encroaching, December and Janu-
ary hopefully won'’t be too busy a time in the gar-
den. You can however prune apple and pear trees
(unless they’re trained up against a wall), and also
acers, birches and vines. Leeks, parsnips, winter
cabbage, sprouts and remaining root crops should
be harvested.

Otherwise, you can always take advantage of the
lull to clean your pots and greenhouses, and plan
the coming year’s horticultural adventures! If
you’re up to it, you can also recycle your Christ-
mas tree by shredding it for mulch.




Church life in pictures...

"a Bonfire Night QUIZ Evening

gy Rather than the usual bonfire,
. 2 @;’ =271 the church hosted a quiz night
E’*“; ?7 = i e | on Saturday 4th November,
*—3’ lwnh able quizmasters Jim
e T AR Tudor and Paul Dyer running
719 |36 34 | g proceedlngs
S o inlcs AT 1
F | Great fun was had with the
- lvaried questions, and with the
wonderful food from Janet Meachin and her team. A
big thank you to everyone who was involved in
putting it together, and those who took part.

THE
SAILORS.

Remembrance Sunday service

On Remembrance Sunday, Rev. Andy Hall led us in a moving service of commemoration and explora-
tion. The church was beautifully decorated for the occasion, and we thank in particular Patricia
Alexander and the flower arrangers, Jackie Harkison who made the beautiful fall that adorned the pul-
pit, and the children and leaders of Pop-in, who had created a memorial heart with ribbons attached by
the children. During the service, Andy invited any in the congregation to add their own ribbon with
prayers or remembrances to the wreath.

Photos by Dominic Casey
and Saz Holland




In memoriam

Phil Taylor
22nd August 1944 - 3rd October 2023

Phillip John [‘Phil'] Taylor was born 22nd August
1944. He spent a happy childhood living with his
parents and older sister Pat locally in Bourne-
mouth. Aged 17, Phil left school and joined the
Civil Service. He was a loyal, hard working man,
achieving a 40-year career in the Inland Revenue,
working his way up to Inspector level.

Phil met his future wife Sandra in 1966, while
having fun dancing at the Boscombe Ballrooms.
They were married some 3 years later in June
1969. In 2019 they, their family plus many friends
had the pleasure of celebrating their Golden
Wedding Anniversary at their house in
Broadstone, to which they had moved in 1980,
after some years living away from Dorset for Phil’s
job with the Inland Revenue. By then, daughters
Claire and Lynda had been born and they found a
welcoming family outlook at Broadstone United
Reformed Church, with Phil and Sandra becoming
members in March 1983.

At Broadstone URC, Phil played an active part in
both worship and social life, co-leading the 20-40’s
Group (with Sandra) and over time being Church
Treasurer, an Elder, member of the Finance
Committee and looking after Gift Aid matters. He
has also been a sidesperson, a reader, along with
many other roles (even extending to firework
lighter on Guy Fawkes Nights past). Outside of

church, he was also a scrutineer of the accounts
for Broadstone Scout Group for many years.

As well as his welcoming smile, Phil had a fund of
stories and jokes which would always lighten the
day for fellow worshippers. And, of course, he
would be happy to share news of AFC
Bournemouth’s latest win or of his skittles
evenings. When a calm voice was needed at
church meetings, Phil was that man, trying to help
plan a way forward. He was a quietly religious
man who drew strength from his faith.

He was always looking forward to new
adventures, especially those involving his four
grandchildren, whether it be building sandcastles
or playing trains. Phil and Sandra were a strong
and solid team enjoying each other’s company for
over 54 contented years, and very proud of their
daughters and grandchildren with many happy
memories together.

Phil’'s sudden passing was a great shock to us all.
He absolutely enjoyed a fulfilled life, spending it
with those he loved and those who loved him.

We will miss him greatly. He was a true
gentleman.

Jim Tudor

Isaiah 6:3 - Is holiness really relevant?

The Merriam-Webster dictionary defines holy as a
“religious or morally good” or “exalted or worthy of
complete devotion as one perfect in goodness and
righteousness”.

The word 'holy' can be hard to comprehend as it
means different things to different people. For me,
| would describe holiness as being sacred, being
in awe of God's power and goodness. In a Biblical
sense, this could be a high priest entering the
Holy of Holies, The Temple of the Ark and
performing rituals, Moses’ interaction with the
burning bush, and other moments of ‘holiness’.

In October, | was live streaming a service from St
Mark's Episcopal Cathedral in Seattle. During the
sermon led by The Rev. Jennifer King Daugherty,
she talked about the devastating war in the Middle
East: "People all over the world are witnessing the
brutality, fear and trauma in the land of the Holy

One. They are speechless with pain and grief. So
many times this week, the only words that were
possible were... Holy God, Holy and mighty, Holy
immortal one, have mercy on us, amen”. A simple
yet powerful prayer which hit me hard. | think that
this little prayer may have its roots in Isaiah 6:3
“And they were calling to one another: “Holy, holy,

holy is the Lord Almighty; the whole earth is full of
his glory™.

Two weeks before, | was live streaming another
service, this time from Woking URC. They are
currently doing a series on Moses, and one of the
songs they played was from Matt Redman: ‘Can |
ascend’. A song which unusually | did-
n't recognise! Again, the song is a definition of
holiness and sacredness. One of the verses
describes this:

Continued on page 5




Isaiah 6:3 - Is holiness really relevant?
Continued from page 4

"Can | ascend the hill of the Lord?

Can | stand in that holy place?

There to approach the glory of my God,

Come towards to seek your face."

| see this as another definition that can be related
to the Bible and to everyday life as holiness.

In the Jewish tradition, the word kadosh is usually
translated as ‘holy’, and the word features in a lot
of names, prayers and traditions, such as the Holy
Land and Holy of Holies. Shabbat is also called
Shabbat Kodesh - the holy Sabbath, and the
prayer to sanctify wine on Friday evening is the
Kiddush, a word directly related to kadosh.

During Yom Kippur and Rosh Hashanah, Jews
dress in white to present purity and holiness, and
one of the main prayers recited before the Torah
on Yom Kippur is the K'dushah prayer, also a key
part of the daily Jewish liturgy, in which people
say "Holy, Holy, Holy is Adonai Tz'vaot" which is
one of God's names. This is a sacred prayer
between the believer and God, standing in awe
before God, similar to what | think of as a burning
bush moment. Whilst reciting this prayer, the

congregation goes up onto their tip toes each time
the word Kadosh is spoken, lifting themselves to
the holiness and sacredness of God.

In the traditions of the worldwide church, when we
celebrate Holy Communion with consecrated
bread and wine blessed by an ordained minister
or priest, it is to be made holy. In the Eucharistic
prayers, the Sanctus states; "Holy, holy, holy,
Lord, GOD of power and might. Heaven and earth
are filled with Your glory", again from Isaiah 6:3.

Everyday moments of holiness are of deep
importance and value, and are experiences that
can be filled with meaning and with deep
significance. They connect us to the beauty and
goodness of life and to the divine source of life’s
goodness and beauty. Our belief in God
recognises that life is permeated with holiness.
Holiness flows from God himself. And it flows from
us, so we can better serve God and the people
around us. So let us pray each and every day a
simple yet powerful prayer "Holy God, Holy and
mighty, Holy immortal one, have mercy on us.
Amen".

Saz Holland

In memoriam
Lydia King
8th November 1933 - 24th October 2023

Lydia Margaret Baker was born in November 1933
in Winton, Dorset, the youngest of four children.
As a child, she enjoyed learning and won a
scholarship to Talbot Heath school, after which
she trained at Queen Mary’s Hospital in
Carshalton and began a career in paediatric
nursing.

Her friend Rosemary played a part in how Lydia
met her future husband, George. Rosemary was
courting George’s friend, and they all attended a
Ball in a big London Hotel, travelling up from
Carshalton in their ballgowns in the back of an
ambulance. Romance blossomed and George and
Lydia were married in January 1956, going on to
have four children: Wendy, Debbie, Robert and
Royston. The family lived in Surrey for many years
until George and Lydia retired.

Lydia continued working in the health service as a
nurse and later in the pathology department at
Queen Mary’s, and at Charing Cross Hospital in
the Paediatric Emergency Department. All of this
speaks to her love of children, of her deeply kind,
caring nature and her willingness to work hard for
the benefit of others.

During their well-earned retirement George and
Lydia moved down to Corfe Mullen and it was
from there that their involvement with our church
began. During her retirement, before age took its
toll, Lydia volunteered at a local school helping
children to read. She also volunteered with the
local HomeStart program for ten years.

She loved her garden and would sell flowers and
plants from a barrow at the front gate. Through her
love of flowers, she also got involved in flower
arranging at church. After the death of her
husband, George, Lydia eventually settled in
Christchurch with her daughter, Wendy, and son-
in-law, Robin.

Lydia loved her friends, her family and her dogs,
and loved to help others. She will be sadly missed
by all who knew her. She passed away on the
24th October just a few weeks short of her 90th
birthday. Her faith in her Lord was with her until
the end.

Val Rowberry & David Holland




Pat Johnson has kindly suggested this
reading from BRF Ministries be included in

Pathway: He\[ . look at the
, beiant Side, honey.

The Coming of Advent Tt ?v\a\( e

It is the ending of the gospel year. ho{'gl (OOM ... ‘ou:{'

We have walked with Jesus,

as baby, child and carpenter;

as teacher and storyteller;

as the lamb who dies and as the risen one.
Creator God, help us not only to look back,
but also, to prepare again to look ahead
and to remember where the baby came
from:

not Nazareth, not Bethlehem, not earth

but before all things were created.

it does Come With
o Mini - baa .

From ‘Inherit the Mirth’ by Cuyler Black

Items for the February & March 2024 issue of Pathway should be given to

Dominic Casey by Sunday 28th January 2024

Weekly Activities Points of Contact
. : Minister: Revd. Andy Hall
Sunday 10.30 am Morning Service )
Holy Communion celebrated 1° Sunday ~Phone: 01202 698638
in the month email: minister@broadstoneurc.org
Tuesday  12.30 pm ‘Oasis’ House Group Chu!’ch Secretary: Mrs Janet Meachin
(3 in month) email: secretary@broadstoneurc.org
Wednesday 10.00 am Yarn with Yarn Charity Craft Group ~ 1reasurer: Mr Martin Sales
(alternate weeks) email: treasurer@broadstoneurc.org
2.00 pm Toddler Group
Organist: Mr Martin Casey
Thursday 10.30 am Ladies’ Coffee Morning email: music@broadstoneurc.org
(alternate weeks) ] ..
8.00 pm Music Group Editor: Mr Dominic Casey
email: pathway@broadstoneurc.org
Monthly Church Meeting - contact Church Secretary for
details. Web: www.broadstoneurc.org
See weekly news-sheet or get in touch for details of Facebook: Broadstone URC
‘Oasis’, Ladies’ Coffee Morning, and other activities. YouTube: Broadstone & Blandford URC
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