
 

  

Dear Friends 
 

We are rapidly approaching the season of Lent, a 

time inspired by the story of Jesus’ experience in 

the desert. We know the story pretty well, I think: 

40 days fasting in the desert and the three 

temptations of the devil. Temptations for Jesus to 

take popularity, power and immortality, all things 

that he would eventually gain, but not in this 

manner of a quick, painless fix. 

 

That surely is one of the biggest temptations of 

our age - the quick fix? The shortcut? We have all 

become accustomed to instant access to many 

things in our lives. However technophobic we are, 

most of us at least enjoy the efficiency of a kettle 

or a microwave. The majority though are in a 

place where we expect instant answers to text 

messages or emails, and to be able to purchase 

almost anything online for next day delivery. It is 

quite a time. 

 

Jesus’ response to the testing of Satan was to be 

wholly reliant on the Spirit and the Word of God. 

The Holy Spirit is the one who leads Jesus into 

this wilderness time in the first place, something 

that is worth remembering. God’s Spirit is our 

source of God’s joy, but is our counsellor too. To 

be constantly encouraged and surrounded by 

positivity would not be healthy for our Christian 

growth. God needs us to know what we are made 

of, so some measure of test is quite healthy. 

 

Our knowledge of the Bible is really important too. 

An interesting element of the temptation story is 

that the Devil uses Scripture, as well as Jesus. 

Scripture needs careful interpretation and use; it 

is not enough to just be able to quote it, though 

that is a great place to get to! We need, with the 

help of God’s Spirit, to understand and apply 

God’s word in our lives. 

 

Neither the Spirit nor God’s word will be con-

strained to the limits of a quick fix. Jesus’ 

knowledge of Scripture took years, though he 

was clearly gifted from an early age! Both need 

time and a level of devotion to develop, and 

perhaps even a level of testing? There’s no better 

way to learn something than to try to explain it to 

someone else, or actually put it into practice. 

Perhaps this Lent isn’t a time to give something 

up, but instead, to work something out! Could you 

offer to pray for, or even with, someone? Could 

you take your Bible reading a bit further by 

working through a study of a Gospel or letter? 

Perhaps pick a moment from your day and try to 

relate your actions or choices to the Bible in some 

way? 

 

May God’s spirit lead us and remain with us all 

through Lent. 

 Andy 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Please see the final page for information on the 

Churches Together in  Broadstone Lent Groups, 

which meet to reflect on the Gospel over this Lent 

period. 

 

Pathway 

 
Newsletter of Broadstone United Reformed Church 
February & March 2024 



 

2 

We remember in our prayers those 
who are, or have recently been  
injured, in  hardship, unwell or in 
hospital, including Ruth Crumpler, Charles & 
Barbara Meachin, Tony Mesher, Pam Sales, 
Anna Venable, and Mike Wanstall. 
 
Elizabeth Howard sends her heartfelt thanks 
and appreciation to everyone who has prayed 
for and supported her and her daughters over 
the last few months. 
 

Some of you will know Annie 
Blendell, who, with her late 
husband Chris, used to attend 

Broadstone URC. Annie is now very happy and 
settled in a sheltered accommodation flat in 
Christchurch, and has asked to be 
remembered to everyone that knew them; she 
would love to speak to anyone who would like to 
contact her and have a catch-up chat. If you 
would like to speak with Annie, please get in 
touch with Janet Meachin, who can provide her 
phone number. 

FAMILY NEWS 

 

Don’t forget the books! 
 
Finding time to take a look at the books in the 
bookcase in the church hall can sometimes be 
difficult when there is coffee to drink, cakes or 
biscuits to consume and friends to chat to! 
However, I would urge the readers among you 
to have a glance at what is on offer. I try to 
change the stock fairly frequently now I have a 
good supply of very readable books, so you 
may be missing out on several hours of pleas-
ure for the small sum of 30p per book, which all 
adds to the Church’s income. So go on...... 
have a look at the very least!! 
 
Val Rowberry 

Right: From ‘Inherit the Mirth’ by Cuyler Black 

Front page image: Jim Padgett; Sweet Publishing 

Our treasurer Martin Sales has received sincere 
letters of thanks from two charities that Broad-
stone URC has supported this year: 
 

• Christian Aid, follow-
ing our donation of 
£524.40 towards their 
Christmas appeal. This 
was money raised from 
the offerings at our Car-
ols by Candlelight and 

Christmas Eve services, and will go towards 
their work around the world helping families 
transform their lives; in particular for this appeal, 
creating new opportunities for young women in 
rural Bangladesh. 

• Commitment for Life, 
which we continue to 
support, and in 2023 
donated the sum of 
£2,919.50.  
 
Commitment for Life is the URC’s global justice 
programme, which works in a number of com-
munities across the world, and in partnership 
with  other charities, including Fairtrade and 
Christian Aid. 
 
If you would like to read the full letters, feel free 
to email pathway@broadstoneurc.org or ask 
Dominic Casey. 

A big thank you from our church charities 

Your garden in February & March 
Based on the RHS monthly gardening tips & advice 
 
As the first inkling of spring is in the air, it’s time 
to prune shrubs and climbers such as Wisteria, 
as well as evergreen hedges. In March, seed 
beds can be prepared, winter shrubs cut back, 
and general tidying done.  
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Photos by Dominic Casey and Saz Holland 

 
Church life in pictures… 

 

On 17th December, the church  
celebrated its traditional Carols by  
Candlelight service, with readings, 
meditations, and carols old and new. 
 
An enormous thank you to all the  
organisers, musicians and readers who 
put the service together, and the  
refreshment providers of course!  
 
It is a highlight of our church calendar, 
and we thank everyone who attended 
for singing and contributing to making 
the atmosphere so special. 

The World Day of Prayer is held 
annually on the first Friday of 
March, and there have been 
services in the United Kingdom 
since the 1930’s. The services 
are arranged by an international 
committee made up of women 

from the seven WDoP regions: Africa, Asia, 
Caribbean and North America, Europe, Latin 
America, Middle East and Pacific. 
 
Each year the service is prepared by women from 
a different country; this year it is by the women of 
Palestine, which is particularly poignant at this 
time. The theme for the 2024 service is “I beg you, 
bear with one another in love”, which is based on 
Ephesians 4:2. 
 
The day “starts on the international dateline in 
Samoa.  Early in the morning, Christian women 
begin praying for their world. Then as the earth 
rotates, a great wave of prayer begins to build. It 
sweeps across the Pacific, touching Fiji and New 
Zealand. It rolls on through Asia – Japan, the 

Philippines, Korea, Bangladesh ….. The countries 
of Africa are next, and then the Middle East. 
 
The wave reaches the shores of Europe as the 
day dawns there. Across the Atlantic it moves 
onwards - the Caribbean, all the Americas, and on 
to the Pacific again, until the sun finally sets over 
American Samoa, where the final service takes 
place, and a worldwide circle of prayer is 
complete.” 
 
This year we at the URC are hosting Broadstone’s 
World Day of Prayer service, which will be held on 
Friday 1st March at 10.30 am and will be followed 
by refreshments. 
 
I hope to see you there! 
 
Pat Johnson 
(with much help from WDoP literature!) 
 
P.S. If anyone has an olive tree and can spare 
some branches, please let me know. 
 

World Day of Prayer 
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Celebrating 40 years of the Tuesday Club... 

February sees 40 years since Age  
Concern Day Centre, now known as the 
Tuesday Club, opened its doors at 
Broadstone URC to provide a place to 
socialise for the older residents of the  
area. 
 
Due to the hard works of its volunteers, 
the club still runs to this day meets on a 
Tuesday from 10:30am until 2pm. 
 
If you are interesting in assisting with the 
club, they would welcome some extra 
help serving lunch and clearing away  
after. If anyone has a few hours they 
could spare, please let Janet Meachin or 
Dominic Casey know and we will give you 
the contact number for the organiser Ann 
Biggs. 
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There are lots of celebrations in both the Christian  
and Jewish religious calendars: Christmas, 
Hanukkah, Yom Kippur, Harvest, Passover and 
Purim to name a few. One of my favourite of these 
from the Jewish calendar is Hanukkah. Despite 
being only a minor holiday from a religious 
perspective, it is one of the most popular Jewish 
festivals, particularly in the West, partly due to its 
proximity to Christmas. 
 
It is probably projection on my part, but I can 
imagine Jesus also enjoying Hanukkah - eight days 
of celebrations, having fellowship everyday with 
strangers and loved ones, singing lots of holiday 
songs and eating lots of fried foods… you can’t go 
wrong! 
 
We are familiar with lots of Christmas songs, from 
traditional carols to the ever-present 'All I want for 
Christmas is you' by Mariah Carrey and 'Feliz 
Navidad' by Jose Feliciano, which hopefully come 
with happy memories around the festive season. It 
is the same in the Jewish tradition, with Hanukkah 
songs such as 'Ocho Kandelikas' by Josh Nelson, 
‘Al HaNissim’ by Dov Frimer, 'The Latke Song' by 
Debbie Friedman, 'I have a little dreidel' by Sam 
Grossman (traditional), 'Chanukah, Oh Chanu-
kah' (traditional), 'For the Light' by Ari Goldwag, 
'S'vivon Sov Sov’ (traditional), 'Miracle of Lights' by 
8th Day, ‘Maoz Tzur (Rock of Ages)’ to name a 
few, including some of my favourites! 
 
Hanukkah, or the Festival of Lights, remembers the 
Maccabees' triumph over the Greeks who had 
outlawed their religion, and a miraculous lamp that 
burned for eight nights, even though it only had 
enough oil for one night. 
 
The celebration of Hanukkah is not mentioned in 
the Torah but one of the other key Jewish texts, the 
Talmud. It is also mentioned in the Gospel of John, 
chapter 10. Jews and some Christians around the 
world celebrate Hanukkah for eight days during 
November or December. Back in 2022, I went to 
Bournemouth Pier to celebrate the Festival of 
Lights with different faith communities from the 
local area:; socialising, eating donuts, choco-
late gelt and latkes, and drinking Chicken soup 
(known as Jewish penicillin). All of us were given a 
menorah (Hanukkiah) and a little dreidel to take 
home and to light the menorah every night for eight 
days. 
 
Last year, due to the war in the Middle East, I 
celebrated Hanukkah at home. However, I wanted 
to stay true to the words of the Jewish Hasid-
ic women who gave me my menorah 'to light the 

menorah every night for eight days' and to stay true 
to the Biblical tradition. I had a yearning to pray for 
peace across the Middle East, and used the ritual 
of lighting the candles to do it. Without fail, I lit my 
menorah every night to spread the light into a dark 
world, and prayed for unity in the Middle East and 
across the world. Each time I lit a candle I stood in 
awe of God, being humble, seeking comfort and 
the strength to emulate Jesus. In performing 
rituals that our Biblical ancestors would have done, 
I try to strengthen my connection with God. 
 
Along with lighting the candles, I sang 
the two blessings in Hebrew each night, with a third 
blessing on the first night only:  
 

Blessed are you, Our God, Ruler of the 
Universe, who makes us holy through Your 
commandments, and commands us to light the 
Hanukkah lights. 
 
Blessed are you, Our God, Ruler of the 
Universe, who performed miracles for our 
ancestors in their days at this season. 
 
(First night only) Blessed are you, Our God, 
Ruler of the Universe, for giving us life, for 
sustaining us, and for enabling us to reach this 
season. 

 
Afterwards, I would cover my eyes with my right 
hand to shut out any distractions and to completely 
focus on God whilst singing the 'Shema' by Tzvika 
Pik in Hebrew. Translated in English, 'Hear O 
Israel, the Lord is our God, the Lord is One’. Once 
finished, I said 'Oseh Shalom' which translates to 
'make peace'  for my prayer of peace.    
 
In continuation of prayers for the Middle East in this 
sad and devastating time, I have included a prayer, 
written in the aftermath of the October attack on 
Israel, by the Most Revd Melissa Skelton of the 
Episcopal Diocese of Olympia, USA. 
 
Loving and liberating Creator, send your healing 
Spirit upon all involved in the current conflict and 
violence in the Middle East. Comfort those who 
mourn or who have been harmed by brutality. 
Stand with those who are fearful. Protect and 
provide for the powerless and the vulnerable. 
Inspire a spirit of forbearance and understanding 
within all and uphold those who even now work for 
a just and durable peace. In the name of Christ. 
Amen. 
 
Saz Holland 

Festival of Lights - celebration and prayer 
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Items for the April & May 2024 issue of Pathway should be given to  
Dominic Casey by Sunday 31st March 2024 

Points of Contact 
 

Minister:  Revd. Andy Hall 
phone: 01202 698638  
email: minister@broadstoneurc.org 
    

Church Secretary:  Mrs Janet Meachin  
email: secretary@broadstoneurc.org 
  

Treasurer:                Mr Martin Sales 
email: treasurer@broadstoneurc.org 
 
Organist:                 Mr Martin Casey 
email: music@broadstoneurc.org 
 

Editor: Mr Dominic Casey 
email: pathway@broadstoneurc.org 
 

Web: www.broadstoneurc.org 
Facebook: Broadstone URC  
YouTube: Broadstone & Blandford URC 

Weekly Activities 
 
Sunday 10.30 am Morning Service 
   Holy Communion celebrated 1

st
 Sunday 

  in the month    

 
Tuesday 12.30 pm ‘Oasis’ House Group 
    (3

rd
 in month) 

 

 
Wednesday 10.00 am  Yarn with Yarn Charity Craft Group 
    (alternate weeks) 
  2.00 pm  Toddler Group 
 

 
Thursday   10.30 am Ladies’ Coffee Morning 
             (alternate weeks) 

 8.00 pm  Music Group 
  

Monthly Church Meeting - contact Church Secretary for 
details. 
See weekly news-sheet or get in touch for details of 
‘Oasis’, Ladies’ Coffee Morning, and other activities. 

February 2nd marks the Christian festival of 
Candlemas. Although this is not something that is 
part of our own tradition I think it can, sometimes, 
be interesting and helpful to note the celebrations 
observed by other denominations that are part of 
the cycle of the Christian year. Candlemas marks 
the presentation of Jesus at the temple, an event 
recorded for us in Luke’s Gospel, 2:22-24: 
 
“When the time came for their purification 
according to the law of Moses, they brought him 
up to Jerusalem to present him to the Lord (as it is 
written in the law of the Lord, ‘Every firstborn male 
shall be designated as holy to the Lord’), and they 
offered a sacrifice according to what is stated in 
the law of the Lord, ‘a pair of turtle-doves or two 
young pigeons.” [NRSVA] 
 
There are several things that come to mind about 
this. Firstly, Mary was steeped in her own religious 
tradition. For most Christians there is common 
ground with Advent, Christmas, Epiphany, Lent, 
Easter, Transfiguration, Ascension and Harvest, 
each with distinctive traditions and music. 
Sometimes, when things are tough and we face 
challenges and doubts, it is the pattern of our 
religious habits that can carry us through to the 

next occasion when God reaches out to us and 
renews our realisation that we are in God’s care. 
 

Secondly, it emphasises the temple as a focus for 
community as well as religious life. When I have 
visited Hindu temples in India I have been struck 
by the way that religious observance is a normal 
and everyday aspect of peoples’ lives. It is right 
that Sunday worship should be a special occasion 
that is prepared for and undertaken in a way that 
signifies the importance of gathering together in 
God’s name. The many and varied things that 
take place in our church premises are, however, 
also opportunities to help people to engage with 
God. 
 

Thirdly there is a mention of sacrificing doves. It is 
easy to judge practices in the past by standards of 
the present. What matters here is that there is a 
sense of giving something in response to God. We 
are reminded of this when we dedicate our 
offering week by week during Sunday services. 
The difference for us, after Martin Luther’s 
theological discoveries that are the bedrock of our 
reformed tradition, is that our response is in the 
light of God’s grace freely given. 
 

Revd Tim Meachin 

Candlemas, explored 

The Broadstone churches will be meeting during 
Lent this year to reflect on the Gospel passages of 
the previous Sunday and how they can help us as 
individuals and as a community to get closer to the 
aspirations of Jesus’ teaching. 
 

The sessions will run for five weeks from 21st 
February to 21st March on Wednesday evening at 
7.30 – 9pm at Broadstone Methodist church or 
Thursday morning 10.30 – 12noon at St Anthony’s 
parish hall. Everyone is most welcome to one or all 
of the sessions, please do join us.  

Churches Together in Broadstone – Lent Groups 


