
 

  

Dear Friends! 
 

As of writing this, a few of us are days away 

from our much-anticipated trip to Germany 

to share in the life and worship of Zwölf-

Apostel-Kirche, Frankenthal. We have a 

programme and photos of our hosts, but the 

whole thing is new to us as a family and we 

really don’t know what it will feel like to 

share with another church in this way! If I do 

end up getting involved in worship, it could 

well be the shortest sermon in the history of 

sermons! 

 

This experience of newness and uncertainty 

leads me to reflect on those Easter mo-

ments for the early church. Everything was 

new, none of it had been done before. 

Jesus had done a great deal to prepare 

them, but they would be stepping out in faith 

and hoping the Spirit would work in their 

lives just as Jesus had promised! 

 

Even with Jesus’ preparation, even with all 

that they had seen and especially meeting 

the Risen Christ on a number of occasions, 

I suspect that they could still not imagine 

what was to come, the impact that God 

would have through them, and the expan-

sion of God’s great new community of 

believers. 

 

Despite years of testimony to the work of 

God in our midst, we still face our times of 

uncertainty as we look ahead. I am thankful 

though that this isn’t just uncertainty about 

money and membership numbers, but 

whether the new things that we are going to 

try out will be OK. 

 

The early church were pioneers for Christ. 

They were constantly trying to put things in 

place to cope with their rapid expansion, but 

also to help everyone grow in their new 

faith, rather than becoming restrained by old 

ways they felt obliged to keep. I pray that 

we can continue to embrace God’s pioneer-

ing Spirit among us as we push on in the 

power of Jesus’ resurrection and the 

equipping of the Holy Spirit. 

 

I look forward to sharing some great stories 

from Germany on our return!! 
 

Andy 
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We remember in our prayers those 
who are, or have recently been, 
injured, in  hardship, unwell or in 
hospital, including Charles & Barbara Meachin, 
Tony Mesher, Michael Shutt, and Mike 
Wanstall. 

Ann Scriven has successfully 
moved and we wish her every 
happiness in her new home. Please 

contact Janet Meachin if you would like her new 
address. 
 

It is with great joy that we welcome Chloe 
Grace Shortland, who was born in 
February to Mark and Aram, weighing 6 
lbs. Both mother and baby are doing well, 
and we wish the family every happiness. 

FAMILY NEWS 

O Gentle Jesus, who for me was led, 
upon a road that had to lead to death; 
whose head was pierced and crowned with savage thorn 
and pain became a brother to be borne. 
 Will you remember me today and hear 
 the earnest words I pray. 
 
O Loving Jesus, who embraced the tree 
and suffered there the nails and sword for me; 
whose anguished cry called out to God in fear 
and sought assurance that his strength was near. 
 Will you remember me today and hear 
 the earnest words I pray. 
 
O Gracious Jesus, who found strength to speak 
such words of comfort to a sinner weak; 
assured him of a paradise to come 
and cried to all the world that God had won. 
 Will you remember me today and hear 
 the earnest words I pray. 

O Risen Jesus, who turned death to life, 
whose victory was borne of bitter strife; 
who from the cross has opened heaven’s door 
and reigns with God and spirit evermore. 
 Will you remember me today and hear 
 the earnest words I pray. 
 
O let us now sing praises to our King, 
in unison our voices honour bring; 
to Christ, our God, who opened death’s cold door 
and in the Spirit lives for evermore. 
 For you have heard our prayers today, and walk 
 beside us day by day. 
 
 
Revd Barbara Meachin 

A reflection for Easter 
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Church life in pictures… 
 

Mother Sunday fell on the 10th March this year, and our 
church service was led by the Revd Tim Meachin. As is our 
tradition, beautiful yellow posies were given out to the  
ladies of the church. The theme of the service was based 
on Moses being hidden in the bulrushes (Exodus 2) and the 
trust his Mother had in God's purpose. 
 
An enormous thank you to Margaret Tudor and Sandra 
Taylor for making the posies, and to Tim for leading the 
service. Along with all our services, it is still available to 
watch on the Broadstone URC YouTube channel. 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
We also had the chance to applaud those who were involved 
in the Macmillan Cancer Support Dorset Bike Ride last year, 
when Ian McDonald, Janet Watkins and Tim Meachin re-
ceived their medals during the service on 10th March. The 
three cycled 48 miles at the event in July, taking part with 
Paul McDonald and Clifford, a friend of Janet’s. Collectively, 
they raised £1,244 for the cause. 
 
Thank you to all the church members who supported them 
with sponsorship and prayers on the day. 

 
 

And finally, it was wonderful to see the magnolia tree at church 
out in bloom in March.  
 
For those who are not aware, the tree was originally planted at 
Lytchett Minster United Reformed Church in memory of Miss 
‘Phil’ Phillips, the sister of Pearl Wilson. When that church 
closed, the tree was transported to Broadstone and, after a few 
years rooting in 
and some tending 
from our garden-
ers, now flowers 
beautifully. 
 
 
 
 
 
Photos by Margaret 

Tudor, Saz Holland 

and Tim Meachin 
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This year’s global theme for International 
Women’s Day, “Inspire Inclusion”, highlighted 
women’s participation in society. “No country can 
ever truly flourish if it stifles the potential of its 
women and deprives itself of the contributions of 
half of its citizens.” (Michelle Obama) 
 
It’s also a good time to remember and pray for 
those suffering domestic abuse (83% of victims 
are women) and for women who live in countries 
where they have few or no rights. 
 
“Violence against women continues to persist as 
one of the most heinous, systematic, and 
prevalent human rights abuses in the world. It is a 
threat to all women, and an obstacle to all our 
efforts for development, peace, and gender 
equality in all societies. Violence against women is 
always a violation of human rights; it is always a 
crime; and it is always unacceptable. Let us take 
this issue with the deadly seriousness that it 
deserves.” (Ban Ki Moon, United Nations 
Secretary General) 
 
Recently I have been working with colleagues 
from the Police and Citizens Advice to compile a 
booklet for women fleeing domestic abuse in 
Dorset, called “Fresh Thoughts”. It provides 
support and information for victims who finally 
manage to escape, which on average can take 
two and a half years and seven attempts. 
 
We launched it last week and it was wonderful to 
be joined by a government minister, the Police 
and Crime Commissioner, civic leaders, members 
of the judiciary, and countless charities. The High 
Sheriff of Dorset read a letter sending best wishes 
to us from HM Queen Camilla. We’ve had 
requests for copies from all over UK and even 

Australia!! This just highlights that this is a 
universal crime which now is thankfully being 
recognised as such. 
 
International - 603 million women live in countries 
where domestic violence is not a crime. 
England & Wales - 8 women a month are killed 
by a current or former partner (on average) 
Dorset - 16.3% of all the crimes recorded last 
year were domestic abuse. 
 
Please pray for all victims and perpetrators 
whether they are men, women, or children. 
 
Bless all women who daily strive to bring peace to 
their communities, their homes, and their hearts. 
We pray for all women who face prejudice, 
inequality, and gender disparities. Help us to see 
and to face the discrimination against women in all 
the many forms it may take. 
 
Comfort all women who suffer from the pain of 
war, violence, and abuse. Help them to become 
instruments of their own reconciliation and peace. 
Comfort all women who struggle in the darkness 
of abuse, poverty, and loneliness. 
 
We pray for all women who live in fear of their 
husbands, fathers, and forces that control their 
lives. Help them to be empowered to be their true 
selves through your everlasting love. 
 
We pray for all women who live in the despair of 
poverty, violence, trafficking, slavery, and abuse. 
May the light of Your love bring them hope. 
 
(from www.godspacelight.com, adapted) 
 
Caroline Foster 

8th March 2024  - International Women’s Day 

You may have been asked in the past what is 
prayer, how to pray, and what does prayer mean for 
you? Is prayer scripted or spontaneous, or both, and 
other typical questions that get asked of those with a 
religious faith. However, have you been asked 'what 
is the most famous prayer?' From just the New 
Testament, it is likely to be the Lord’s Prayer, but 
how about the Old Testament then?.....I may have 
got you there! 
 
There are 150 psalms in the Book of Psalms, so 
there's a vast range of prayers in there. However, 
the prayer I have in mind is NOT in the Book of 
Psalms. It contains six words and two of them are 
the same. It may be a difficult one.......ok, give up? I 

reckon the most famous prayer in the Old Testament 
is the 'Shema', which is from Deuteronomy 6:4. As 
well as being widely referenced by Christians, it is a 
central prayer in Judasim. In Hebrew: 'Shema 
Yisrael Adonai eloheinu Adonai ehad'. Yes, only 6 
words, probably one of the shortest prayers. 
 
The Shema gets its name from the first Hebrew word 
of the prayer, meaning ‘hear’ or ‘listen’. "Hear, O 
Israel, Adonai is God, Adonai is One. The word 
Hashem is also used instead of Adonai, both are 
titles for God, with Hashem meaning literally ’the 
name’. A new fun fact you have learnt! In modern 
 
Continued on page 5... 

A famous prayer 
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‘A famous prayer’ continued from page 4: 
 
English translations, “Hear, O Israel, the Lord is our 
God, the Lord is one” is probably the most common. 
 
For me, it's my favourite prayer, and I often say this 
a least once or twice a day—in Hebrew! I find it flows 
naturally in Hebrew, and I also feel closer to our 
Biblical forebears. I especially say it when going 
somewhere I may need a bit of strength and 
courage. Because it's such a ubiquitous prayer in 
Judaism, a number of musical artists and musicians 
around the world have performed different renditions 
of the Shema. One of the most popular is by Tzika 
(Svika) Pik. This can be sung as a meditation, a 
declaration or a prayer. You may recognize the tune 
as I have sometimes played it before services. 
 
Whilst reciting the Shema, there are a couple of 
common traditions. The first tradition used by many 
Jews is to cover the eyes with your right hand 
entirely whilst reciting the Shema. The other tradition 
performed by some Jews is to use the first three 
fingers on the right hand to form the shape of the 
letter “Shin” / “ש” to cover the eyes. This letter 
stands for Shaddai - another name for "Almighty 
God". You can see this letter used elsewhere, such 
as in some Rabbinic Jewish homes on parchment 
fixed to doorposts in every doorway (except the 
bathroom due to being impure). 
 
In the opening section of Deuteronomy where this 
famous prayer first appears, Moses is addressing 
the new generation as they prepare to enter the 
promised land. He also warns God's people not to 
make the mistakes of the previous generations. The 
Shema prayer recognises that, unlike polytheistic 

faiths, there is only one God in this entire universe. 
Moses believes that loyalty, obedience, and love for 
one true God is the only way to live and that one of 
the greatest threats to the future generations was 
dividing their allegiance between many gods, so the 
Shema was prayed daily to remind the people that 
the Lord alone was their God. 
 
By obeying God's commandments, laws and 
regulations, people of God will experience His 
blessings and the promised land. Although our 
Christian views on the strict religious regulations 
have changed, I think this is still true, and by 
following God's commandments we fulfil his purpose 
and our calling. 
 
Obedience to these laws is not about legalism or 
trying to curry favour with God—it’s about devotion 
and active listening. If a person loves God 
wholeheartedly, they can more easily listen and 
respond to his teachings, laws, commandments and 
guidance. This is why the words “listen” and “love” 
are so tightly connected and repeated through these 
opening speeches of Deuteronomy; the people are 
to love God with action, obedience, and faithfulness. 
 
I think it is such a simple prayer that is beautiful and 
powerful because it encompasses a huge meaning 
of love, faith and devotion, almost beyond our 
comprehension. If you’re searching for a different 
way to approach prayer, then maybe you might want 
to give this ancient and yet new prayer a go. “Shema 
Yisrael Adonai eloheinu Adonai ehad”. “Hear, O 
Israel, the Lord is our God, the Lord is one” And let 
us say Amen. 
 
Saz Holland 

Imagine a holiday where kids and families dress 
up, wandering around the neighbourhood wearing 
costumes, making joyous noise, partying along 
the street, music playing and receiving sweets 
from all over the place. I am not talking about 
Halloween, I’m talking about a Biblical holiday that 
involves costumes, candy, and the reading of the 
scriptures. Can you guess?  
 
Purim is the Old Testament holiday celebrated 
globally on the 14th or 15th of the Hebrew month 
of Adar, usually in March before Passover. It’s a 
very joyous holiday in which Jews celebrate the 
rescue of God's people recorded in the book of 
Esther.  
 
As part of the celebration, Megillat Esther (the 
Scroll of Esther) is read to remind people of the 
deliverance of God’s people from the hands of 

their enemies. When listening to the story, the 
name Haman (a King’s advisor who plotted to kill 
the Jews) causes people start booing and use 
noisemakers to drown out the dreaded name. In 
addition, there's one very very long verse in the 
story of Esther which the cantor has to say in one 
big breath without stopping. When finished, there's 
often a big cheer from the congregation in 
admiration of the cantor.  The story can be found 
in the book of Esther in the Old Testament.......if 
you fancy a good read!  
 
During Purim there are lots of songs to sing, lots 
of drinks and plenty of festive snacks like 
Hamantaschen, Kreplach, Kulich/Keylitsch and 
Boyoja Ungola to indulge in. People often 
consume anything with Poppy seeds in during 
 
Continued on page 6... 

Let's celebrate and be merry! 



 

6 

Items for the June & July 2024 issue of Pathway should be given to  
Dominic Casey by Sunday 28th May 2024 

Points of Contact 
 

Minister:  Revd. Andy Hall 
phone: 01202 698638  
email: minister@broadstoneurc.org 
    

Church Secretary:  Mrs Janet Meachin  
email: secretary@broadstoneurc.org 
  

Treasurer:                Mr Martin Sales 
email: treasurer@broadstoneurc.org 
 
Organist:                 Mr Martin Casey 
email: music@broadstoneurc.org 
 

Editor: Mr Dominic Casey 
email: pathway@broadstoneurc.org 
 

Web: www.broadstoneurc.org 
Facebook: Broadstone URC  
YouTube: Broadstone & Blandford URC 

Weekly Activities 
 
Sunday 10.30 am Morning Service 
   Holy Communion celebrated 1

st
 Sunday 

  in the month    

 
Tuesday 12.30 pm ‘Oasis’ House Group 
    (3

rd
 in month) 

 

 
Wednesday 10.00 am  Yarn with Yarn Charity Craft Group 
    (alternate weeks) 
  2.00 pm  Toddler Group 
 

 
Thursday   10.30 am Ladies’ Coffee Morning 
             (alternate weeks) 

 8.00 pm  Music Group 
  

Monthly Church Meeting - contact Church Secretary for 
details. 
See weekly news-sheet or get in touch for details of 
‘Oasis’, Ladies’ Coffee Morning, and other activities. 

Let's celebrate and be merry! continued from page 
5: 
 
Purim to honour Esther, who is said to have eaten 
only poppy seeds during her three-day fast. 
Others trace the culinary custom to the word for 
poppy seed in German and Yiddish, mohn, being 
similar to the name Haman. 
 
 
In the Bible, Purim was instituted as days of 
“mishteh and joy.” While mishteh can refer to a 
feast, it literally means “drinking”. Additionally, 
Purim was instituted as a joyful day, and the 
psalmist states in Psalm 104, “wine brings joy to a 
man’s heart.” The Talmud, another Jewish text, 
states that to drink and be merry on Purim until we 
“cannot discern between ‘cursed is Haman’ and 
‘blessed is Mordecai.’ It is the only day where it is 
a mitzvah (commandment) to be merry by drinking 
alcohol. For us as Christians, views on alcohol are 
varied, but many do enjoy the consumption of 
wine as well. It was definitely the case at the New 
Year's Party, when the minister asked during a 
quiz "what was the greatest miracle in the Bible?" 
and there seem to be a collective spontaneous 
agreement of “turning water into wine!”. The 
Minister's response: “definitely the church’s 

favourite miracle then!"  
 
God is not specifically brought up in the story of 
Esther (not the case for the rest of Bible!), but she 
shows us that when God seems absent, he’s 
actually right there, working through us even if 
he’s not named.  
 
God doesn’t save people because they’re 
extraordinary in and of themselves. God saves 
people because he’s an amazing God who 
demonstrates extraordinary love for his people, 
even if they reject him. For these reasons, the 
book of Esther is part of our heritage as 
Christians; it’s part of the big story of redemption 
that shows God’s love for humanity by bringing 
someone from the line of Abraham to save 
humankind.  
 
Purim also reminds us of God’s providence, love 
and sovereignty over all of humanity. As God 
guides our circumstances, we’re blessed to get a 
glimpse of what God does through people—
including us. 
 

Saz Holland 
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