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Dear Friends,

I've had a bit of a rocky relationship with
Harvest celebrations. It has come to be one of
my favourite times of year, but that's not
always been the case. | think it started when
there was a particularly bad musical year (not
at this church!!!) and all the traditional hymns
were played at just the right (wrong) speed to
make even the most celebratory hymn of
thanksgiving a really painful and joy-sapping
experience. | would guess at the end of each
hymn, thanksgiving was being given by almost
everyone!

It wasn’t just the music though, it was the
subject in a way, or perhaps my separation
from it? Surely this was a celebration for
farmers? Or at very least an agricultural
community? In the middle of a city and with
only a couple of people with any serious
allotments or gardens, this was a bit of a
stretch.

| can’t remember when God got hold of me on
this one. | strongly suspect it was at the
pudding table at Broadstone and with a
mouthful of something incredible when the real
joy began to break back through. | love food
and yet at what is the big food festival, | was
grumpy! Something had to change and |
became committed to celebrating the harvest
with joy. This great time in the year that we
recognise God’s provision, God’s hand in all
creation and our commission to look after it.

| remain committed to that celebration, but it's
getting harder again, because of our commis-
sion to care for creation. It is really difficult to
resist through the buckets of cold water on the
celebration because of how desperately we
need to respond and keep responding to the
climate crisis. It is continuing hard work. It
won’t go away because we changed a few light
bulbs and let the grass grow longer for a bit
(though both have been important steps!).

| hope in just voicing some of my own strug-
gles, | might leave the Harvest Worship free to
be full of joy! Perhaps though there is a way
that our efforts to respond to the crisis might be
an ongoing act of joyful worship? Maybe its
time for some positivity: Celebrating local
produce? Finding joy in active travel (walking &
cycling etc.)? Getting excited about pulling on
all those thick warm jumpers in the winter!??

Perhaps the easiest way to celebrate and
make a difference is to buy lots of things from
our Fairtrade and Ethical stall. The climate
crisis is hitting the poorest the hardest, so this
(as I'm sure we will have found out at our
harvest meal!) is a great and simple way to
take action.

Praise God for this beautiful world we live in,
and the wondrous produce we can enjoy every
single day.

Andy




We remember in our prayers those
who are, or have recently been,
injured, in hardship, unwell or in

McMahon and Tony Mesher.

Ann Scriven has moved and we hope she will be
very happy in her new home. She would

welcome visitors, so if you would like her new

address please ask Janet Meachin.

FAMILY NEWS

hospital, including Charles Meachin, Sheila

Congratulations to Kathryn (née
Casey) and David Emerson, who
recently welcomed their son James
Laurence. James was born weighing 7lb 9oz,
and both mother and baby are doing well. The
photos below are aged 1 day (left) and 8 weeks
(right)! g ~

Musical notes...

You heard Hugo here...

Those who watch the BBC’s ‘Young Musician of
the Year programme may have spotted the
cellist from Bournemouth, Hugo Svedberg, who
has reached the semi-final (the last 6). Hugo
played in the Broadstone Music Series concert
in our church on 29th May this year, and we
knew from that how good he is! We will watch
with great interest to see how he gets on.

Choirs that sing in our church

| wonder if you know that there are now two
choirs that use our church to rehearse? On
Monday evenings the Dorset Chamber Choir
sing, under the direction of John Watkins. The
Dorset Chamber Choir hold concerts in various
local churches including ours; their next concert
“Pacem — peaceful music for our busy world” is
on Saturday 19th October in the lovely St.
Hubert's Church, Corfe Mullen. The choir
website is www.dorsetchamberchoir.com.

On Tuesday evenings, The Quayside Choir
(previously known as the Barclays House Choir)

now rehearses, under the direction of Helen
Brind. The Quayside Choir also hold concerts in
local churches, most recently St, Mary’s
Catholic Church in Poole. The choir's next
concert, which will include Vivaldi’s ‘Gloria’, is
on 23rd November 2024 in St. Francis of Assisi
Church, Bournemouth. The choir website is
www.bhchoir.org.uk.

Various members of the church sing in both
these choirs, if you ask around you will find
more information if you are interested!

There is also, of course, the church ‘Music
Group’ who meet on Thursday evenings, 8pm to
9.30 p.m., to sing through the music for the
coming Sunday and music for the following
festival services. If anyone would like to sing
with us, or just come and try us out, you would
be most welcome — have a word with Martin
Casey, or any member of the Music Group.

Martin Casey

Your garden in October & November
Based on the RHS monthly gardening tips & advice

As we find ourselves slipping into autumn, you can
cut back perennials that have died down, and di-
vide herbaceous perennials. More tender plants
should be moved to a greenhouse or conservatory.

As those with apple trees will have noticed, it's time
to harvest apples, pears, grapes and nuts.

In November, it will be time to plant out winter bed-
ding. Tulip bulbs for a spring display next year can
also be planted now. And don’t forget to put out
bird food to encourage winter birds into the garden!



https://www.dorsetchamberchoir.com/
https://www.bhchoir.org.uk/

People-centred Trade

Transform

Trade —

So everybody benefits.

Since their rebrand from Traidcraft Exchange in
2022, Transform Trade have been creating a
focus on people-centred trade, which isn’t just
about local communities, it's about working with
producers to create big-picture and long-lasting
change.

There are a number of hallmarks that Transform
Trade have recognised in people-centred trade.

Resource Use that protects and regenerates the
ecosystem. Rather than extracting resources
from the earth mindlessly, people-centred trade
ensures that raw materials are reused and
replenished, and energy sources are renewable.

Supply Chains that are transparent. This unl-
ocks knowledge and power within the supply
chain so that when the most vulnerable people
know who is making the decisions, they can
start to influence those decisions.

Rewards from trade that are shared fairly along
the supply chain. The people with the least
power and voice need to be able to demand
their share of the added value, in sharp contrast
to conventional trade where rewards are often
monopolised by those with existing power and
capital.

Women across the globe are the group most
excluded from the benefits of trade, doing the

most basic and least rewarded jobs, are least
likely to have their voices heard or the
opportunity to influence those with power.
People-centred trade instead puts women at the
heart of power and decision-making, and
ensures that they have voice and influence
within the supply chain.

Human Rights: Trade and business must put the
rights of people first, before the imperative to
make a profit. For this to happen there must be
action by both businesses, to review their
operations, and elected governments, to set the
legal framework within which businesses can
operate. It is also vital that there are mecha-
nisms to address rights violations so that
workers can challenge violations and hold
decision-makers to account.

Ownership: In  people-centred trade, co-
operative and mutual enterprises are owned by
their members including workers, customers
and suppliers. Decisions are taken and profits
shared equally among members resulting in a
much wider distribution of rewards than in
shareholder owned businesses.

All the profits from our ethical and fairtrade stall
go directly back to Transform Trade to support
their work with producer partners in the global
south. We would urge you to purchase at least
one regular item from your shopping list from
our stall to support their work.

Look out in November for a display of Christmas
gifts, for a limited period only.

Gill McDonald

Our treasurer Martin
' Sales has received a
letter of thanks from
Christian Aid, following
our donation of £1,467.52 from our May collec-
tion, which coincided with Christian Aid Week.
This money will go to their various campaigns
around the world, including in Burundi where

A big thank you from Christian Aid

they provide vital training and support to isolat-
ed people such as mothers who have had to
flee hardship and abuse.

If you would like to read the full letter, feel free
to email pathway@broadstoneurc.org or ask
Dominic Casey.
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Church life in pictures...

CHEERS!
Yarn with Yarn celebrates 10 years

You will have read in the
August & September issue of
Pathway that Yarn with Yarn
celebrated its 10th anniversary
in August. Well, as you can see,
members of Yarn with Yarn
celebrated in style with glasses =
of prosecco, nosecco or apple
juice, after a bring and share
lunch.

One of our members kindly
made an anniversary cake, for
which we did have room after

our lunch.

Since then we have made a start on our next 10 years with items for
the Link to Hope shoeboxes and Poole Maternity as well as octopuses
(octopi?) for The Potteries Rest Home.

October looks to be in interesting month — but more of that in the next
edition of Pathway.

Pat Johnson

Harvest Supper

Around 40 people from different churches in
Broadstone attended our annual Harvest Supper. The
AL theme was the history and future of Fairtrade and Gill
and lan McDonald very kindly led an interesting
presentation on this matter.

A very big thank you to the Meachin family, Holland family, McDonald family, Tom Price, Janet
Watkins and anyone else who helped out with our Harvest event... and feeding us with lots of
delicious food!

Saz Holland

Noah’s Ark?

Did anyone spot Noah’'s Ark recently? In Britain, we
love to have a natter about the weather and this year
hasn't been the best for hot and sunny days. It feels like
its been all rain, rain and yet more rain. As we
remember the first of part of September the rain didn't
stop, and suddenly instead of having a nice and clear
parking lot, we had something (not quite) Biblical!

Saz Holland




Landslide at Anandaban Hospltal Nepal

There has been much focus in the press on
extreme weather in the country most able to
cope and provide support, and little on those
least able. | have had three emails in recent
days about landslides that have badly affected
the Anandaban Hospital complex and blocked
access, a consequence of the severe flooding in
Nepal's Kathmandu valley, which has caused
great loss of life. Our prayers are asked for the
patients and staff at Anandaban, and if we wish,
a donation to the Leprosy Mission.

On the 30th September the Army Search And
Rescue teams reached the hospital, and by 11th
October patients in unsafe areas had been
moved to other accommodation and temporary
supplies of clean water and electricity
established. As you can imagine — or maybe, to
be honest, we can’t imagine — it is a very difficult
situation. | have put a more detailed brief at the
back of the church if anyone is interested.

Martin Casey
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The story of Miriam - freedom and music

| love music of all sorts of styles and genres, but
| think musicals in particular make the world a
better place with great musical numbers,
dancing and a whole load of pizazz! One of my
favourite movie musicals is the DreamWorks-
produced Prince of Egypt, based on the story of
Exodus. It is a wonderful musical adaptation,
and the story is one of my favourites from the
Bible, with so many truths, layers, history, life
lessons, miracles and relevance.

Miriam first appears in the Book of Exodus. She
is the daughter of Amram and Jochebed, and
the older sister of Moses and Aaron. Miriam
watched Pharoah’s daughter rescue her little
baby brother Moses from the River Nile after
their mother was forced to hide him there, and
cleverly suggested their mother as a nursemaid
for the baby.

We later encounter Miriam as a prophetess
who, after Moses and the lIsraelites have sung
what is known as the 'Song of the Sea’, leads
the women of the Israelites in more of the song,
with singing, dancing, and playing instruments
following the destruction of Pharaoh’s army by

God in the Red Sea. She praises God and
cheers the faithful - the very first female worship
leader in Judaeo-Christian history. No other
female leaders before Miriam were recorded as
playing music or singing, not even the great
Biblical matriarch Sarah.

Based on this story from Exodus 15:19-21, the
American singer-songwriter Debbie Friedman
wrote ‘Miriam’s Song’, which finishes:
And Miriam the prophet took her timbrel in her
hand
And all the women followed her just as she had
planned
And Miriam raised her voice in song
She sang with praise and might
We've just lived through a miracle
We're going to dance tonight

This is remembered later in Micah 6:4 when
Micah recalls how God delivered the Israelites:
“For | brought you up from the land of Egypt,
and redeemed you from the house of slavery;
and | sent before you Moses, Aaron, and
Miriam.”

Continued on page 6...




The story of Miriam - freedom and music
Continued from page 5

Within the Jewish tradition, the Song of the Sea
features in the rotation of Torah portions used
on the Shabbat (Sabbath). The clergy and
congregation sing a song of freedom as a lively
prayer; a reminder of God's providence, and the
redemption and freedom of experiencing his
mighty power and his deep love.

Who is like you, Adonai, among the gods?
Who is like you, majestic in holiness,
Awesome in glorious deeds, doing wonders?

When Your children witnessed Your majesty as
You split the sea before Moses,
This is my God! They answered and said.
Adonai will reign forever and ever!

Thus it is further said, “Adonai redeemed Jacob,
and rescued him from a power mightier than
he.”

Blessed are You, Adonai, Redeemer of Israel.

Through the words and music of a woman
called Miriam, the story of God’s people was
carried for future generations.

Saz Holland

Time to pray

| got up early one morning
And rushed right into the day;
| had so much to accomplish
That | didn’t have time to pray.

Problems just tumbled about me,
And heavier came each task,
“Why doesn’t God help me?” | wondered.
He answered, “You didn’t ask.”

| wanted to see joy and beauty,
But the day toiled on grey and bleak;
| wondered why God didn’t show me;

He said, “But you didn’t seek.”

| tried to come into God’s presence;
| used all my keys at the lock;
God gently and lovingly chided,
“My child you didn’t knock.”

| woke up early this morning,
And paused before entering the day;
| had so much to accomplish
That | had to take time to pray..

Author unknown

Items for the December 2024 & January 2025 issue of Pathway should be given to

Dominic Casey by Sunday 24th November 2024

Weekly Activities

Sunday 10.30 am Morning Service

Holy Communion celebrated 1% Sunday

in the month

Tuesday 12.30 pm ‘Oasis’ House Group

(3" in month)

Wednesday 10.00 am Yarn with Yarn Charity Craft Group

(alternate weeks)
2.00 pm Toddler Group

10.30 am Ladies’ Coffee Morning
(alternate weeks)
8.00 pm Music Group

Thursday

Monthly Church Meeting - contact Church Secretary for

details.
See weekly news-sheet or get in touch for details of
‘Oasis’, Ladies’ Coffee Morning, and other activities.

Points of Contact

Minister: Revd. Andy Hall
phone: 01202 698638
email: minister@broadstoneurc.org

Church Secretary: Mrs Janet Meachin
email: secretary@broadstoneurc.org

Treasurer: Mr Martin Sales
email: treasurer@broadstoneurc.org

Organist: Mr Martin Casey
email: music@broadstoneurc.org

Editor: Mr Dominic Casey
email: pathway@broadstoneurc.org

Web: www.broadstoneurc.org
Facebook: Broadstone URC
YouTube: Broadstone & Blandford URC
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