
 

  

Some worldwide statistics 
• Christians persecuted for their faith: 

365,000,000 
• Christians murdered for their faith in 2021: 

5,898 
• Churches bombed, attacked, destroyed, 

looted, burned down or forcibly closed to 
prevent worship in 2021: 5,100 

• A staggering 80% of all persecuted religious 
believers in the world are Christians. 

• “Near-genocide levels” of persecution and 
ethnic cleansing exist in parts of Middle East, 
where millions of Christians have fled their 
homes and many killed, kidnapped, 
imprisoned, and discriminated against. 

• Iraq's Christians are close to extinction. Since 
2003, the Christian community in Iraq has 
dwindled by 83% from 1.5 million to 250,000. 

• Bethlehem, the birthplace of our Lord, has also 
suffered. When Bethlehem was turned over 
from Israeli control to Palestinian control in 
1995, Christians formed 80% of the 
population. It is now just 20%. 

• The persecution of Christians is not just 
confined to the Middle East, however. It is 
worldwide. 

 
Reasons for lack of awareness and indifference 
So why is it that a huge majority of people and 
institutions in the UK are unaware or indifferent to 
these horrific figures? Why do TV news channels 
largely ignore the persecution of Christians unless 
it's some terrorist spectacular as in Sri Lanka? 
Most newspapers aren't much better. 
 
In 2015, Pope Francis said, perhaps in reference 
to the 21 Egyptian Christian workers beheaded by 
Daesh on a Libyan beach "we still see today our 
persecuted brothers decapitated and crucified for 
their faith in Jesus before our eyes and often with 
our complicit silence.” 
 
Also in 2015, Raniero Cantalamessa (Vatican's 
official preacher) denounced the "disturbing 
indifference of world institutions in the face of all 
this killing of Christians”. 
 
Meanwhile the persecution of Christians continues 
to increase both in number and severity but most 
politicians seem not to care. So, again I say, why 
the indifference? 

For a number of years, I have thought that political 
correctness has largely been at fault. In fact, I 
coined a term that "the truth is the first casualty of 
political correctness". 
 
In May 2019, Jeremy Hunt, then Foreign 
Secretary, supplied his answer to explain the 
widespread indifference in UK to the suffering of 
the persecuted church. He said that there is 
misplaced worry that it is somehow colonialist to 
talk about a religion that was associated with 
colonial powers. The role of the missionaries was 
always controversial and these factors have led 
people to shy away from this topic. However, in 
this atmosphere of political correctness, it is 
forgotten that the Christians being persecuted in 
many parts of the world were not the colonisers 
but the colonised and that their descendants are 
some of the poorest people in the world. 
 
I have also heard the persecution by Christians 
during the crusades cited as a reason for the 
indifference to the persecuted church today, even 
though they happened centuries ago. It would also 
ignore that crusaders largely came from Europe, 
not the nations around the world where 
persecution of Christians continues to take place 
such as China, North Korea, Nigeria, India and  
the Maldives (yes folks, the Maldives!). 
 
The main threats to Christians are many and 
varied, including dictatorial paranoia, religious 
nationalism, Communist oppression, Islamic 
oppression, organised crime and corruption. 
 
What is the nature of the persecution? 
Examples are: near genocide in parts of the 
Middle East, ethnic cleansing, murder, attacks on 
churches, killing and abduction of clergy, Christian 
hospital staff being denied PPE, being denied or 
last in line for food aid, converts to Christianity 
disowned by their families, shunned by 
neighbours and sometimes killed if they do not 
reconvert to their original faith. 
 
On the next page, I have listed just a few 
examples of persecution against Christians - the 
full stories can be found on the Open Doors UK 
website, www.opendoorsuk.org 
 
 

Is this the UK’s best kept secret? 

The following article by Michael Shutt was originally written for Broadstone Methodist Church a few 
years ago, and at his request has been reproduced here with small updates and changes. Given its 
length and content, it has been included as a separate supplement to the main Pathway newsletter. 
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• 3,000 Egyptian Christians without a church 
after illegal demolition. 

• Vinita was savagely attacked for her faith. 

• Gulshan is a secret believer from Afghanistan 
where Christians have been at extreme risk for 
years. Now the Taliban are going door to door 
hunting for believers. 

• In Nigeria, Open Doors UK reports one 
Christian was killed and at least sixty 
kidnapped after a group of bandits stormed a 
church in Kaduna State in the latest of a string 
of kidnappings in Nigeria, with Islamic militants 
and armed bandits targeting people with 
increasing impunity. 

 

December 2018 - A massive positive 
development to help stop the persecution of 
Christians around the world 
Foreign secretary Jeremy Hunt announced the 
setting up of an independent global review into 
the persecution of Christians of all nationalities 
to be led by the Bishop of Truro, who was also 
invited to make recommendations on how the 
UK government can better support those 
under threat. 

 
In July 2019, the report was published and made 
22 recommendations to the UK government. 
The report revealed the vast number of Christians 
persecuted, representing 80% of all religiously 
motivated discrimination in the world. It also noted 
the decimation of some of Christianity's oldest and 
most enduring communities located in their 
Biblical homelands, which amounted to near-
genocide. The foreign secretary commented that, 
for too long, governments have preferred the 
vague language of general condemnation rather 
than the specific problem of anti-Christian 
discrimination and persecution. 
 

The NGO Open Doors UK made three 
recommendations to the government. Open 
Doors UK is a Christian organisation serving 
persecuted Christians around the world. They 
provide vital support delivering resources, 
providing legal support and tuition to 
persecuted Christians around the world, 
supplying emergency relief, helping persecuted 
Christians to stand strong for the long term, 
training church leaders and delivering scripture-
based literacy programmes. Its local partners 

on the ground around the world are the first point 
of contact for persecuted believers for help such 
as food aid, and risk beatings or worse every day 
for helping suffering believers. 

 
Each year, Open Doors UK publish their World 
Watch List online, which shows a "league table 
of shame". It is a list of the 50 most dangerous 
countries in the world for Christians. For each 
country named, specific details are shown and 
as such is an excellent reference source. 
 
You can even write to a persecuted believer on 
the Open Doors website www.opendoorsuk.org 

or take part in their periodic campaigns. You can 
subscribe to receive free weekly or monthly 
newsletters and advocacy alerts by email. 
 
Advocacy emails are a really quick and effortless 
way to lobby your MP. Each day, huge numbers of 
people contact their MPs for very many reasons. It 
is our democratic right. MPs expect to receive 

http://www.opendoorsuk.org
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such letters from their constituents and welcome 
it. I have been doing precisely this from time to 
time for a number of years now with regard to the 
persecuted church. In my case, the idea is to keep 
reminding my MP to put pressure on the 
government to act on behalf of the persecuted 
church to relieve and stop the suffering. It could 
be to invite my MP to the launch of the World 
Watch List. 
 
All I have to do is read the advocacy email that 
I received from Open Doors and if I agree with 
it, click on “Send to my MP” and a letter 
composed by Open Doors detailing what I 
have read will land in my MP’s inbox one 
second later. I also receive an exact copy of 
the letter. 
 
Advocacy emails will help to reduce or stop the 
persecution of Christians! Prevention is better 
than cure. 
 
Of the 22 recommendations to the government 
made by the Bishop of Truro, my MP informed me 
by letter dated 26th Jan 2022 that 10 have been 
fully delivered and good progress has been made 
on a further 8. It is essential though to keep up the 
pressure on your MP who, in turn, will put 
pressure on government ministers to deliver on all 
22 recommendations. 
 
So what can we all do to help our brothers and 
sisters in Christ? 
 
Considering the eye-watering scale and severity 
of the problem, it would seem an impossible task. 
 
Perhaps surprisingly, we can help massively 
and with great effect both in helping alleviate 
the present suffering and to prevent future 
suffering in the following ways: 
 
By prayer: The number one thing that persecuted 
believers ask is that we pray for them. With our 
prayers, they no longer feel alone and abandoned. 
A single prayer of 15 to 20 seconds duration can 
cover 360,000,000 people. That's power! 
 
By donation to Open Doors UK to help those 
currently suffering persecution. 

By advocacy: This option, in time, will prevent 
future persecution of Christians. Your GP may say 
that prevention is better than cure and this would 
be right in my view. It offers the potential to 
eliminate persecution because of faith. It costs 
nothing and take a few minutes only. Just google 
‘Open Doors UK advocacy emails’ to subscribe. 
You will then from time to time receive an email 
from Open Doors UK perhaps describing their 
latest campaign. You are asked to pass on to your 
MP a letter prepared by Open Doors about the 
campaign. If you agree with the campaign, just 
click on "send to MP" Job done! You will also 
receive a copy of the letter. 
 
At the moment, there is a great need to keep up 
the pressure on our MPs to deliver all 22 of the 
Bishop of Truro's recommendations to the 
government on the persecution of Christians. 
 
"For evil to triumph, it is only necessary for good 
people to do nothing." - Edmund Burke. 
 
The first seven words of the Broadstone Methodist 
mission statement are: "As part of the worldwide 
Christian church..." Currently, our church reaches 
out to the world through donations to wonderful 
charities such as Christian Aid and the Christmas 
shoebox appeal. Let us make our church reach 
out massively to the world by coming to the aid of 
our suffering sisters and brothers in Christ who 
need us to give them a voice. Am I my brother's 
keeper? YES, YES, YES! 
 
Please read my full article. This can be e-mailed to 
you on request or a hard copy collected at 
Broadstone Methodist Church’s Reception Desk. 
 
Finally, a prayer: May we all by our actions now 
shine a great light into the darkness which is the 
UK's best kept secret so that the truth is revealed 
for all to see and it is a secret no longer. Amen. 
 
Photos and much information by kind permission 
of Open Doors UK. 
 

Michael Shutt 
 
 
 


